Introduction to Mass Communication

Fall 2007~Section 53158

MWF CCI 206

Instructor: Kate Fourchy

Office: 638-3541 ext 3406

Email: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday 11-1, Thursday -1-3, Friday 12-1
Course Description: 

This class is a critical and historical study of mass media. We will look at a variety of different media forms after reviewing communication theory and journalistic ethics. There will be constant discussion and interpretation of current newsworthy events using these current theories of media studies. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to read the various media forms with discrimination, recognizing the differences between news and opinion, fact and editorializing. Students will also be able to create their own personal theory of media ethics using the various theories and practices we have studied during the semester.

Required Texts and Materials:

Branston, Gil and Roy Stafford. The Media Student’s Book. 4th ed. London: Routledge. 2006.

A binder or notebook just for this class. You will be expected to take copious notes.

A flashdrive

2 weeks of newspapers from two newspapers on the following list: The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The LA Times, The Fresno Bee
Grading: 

You will be graded on a point system scale. Grading percentages are as follows:

Written assignments/Essays
40%

Midterm


10%

Final



15%

Projects and Oral Reports
20%

Discussion Board

15%
Percentages are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

100%-90%=A, 89%-80%=B, 79%-70%=C, 69%-60%=D, 59%-50%=F
Attendance: 

Students who miss more than six classes before the nine-week drop date will be dropped from the class. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this and/or any course. Failure to do so will result in an F.

Late Paper Policy: Written assignments, activities, quizzes, etc. are not accepted after the due date.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. Plainly put – it is cheating. Don’t do it. If you do, it will result in your removal from the class. Thanks to technology there are many internet sites that aid in the detection of plagiarism. I use them.

Blackboard:

To access the course site go to the following URL:http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu. Login using your seven digit student ID as your name and password. Go to personal information and enter your email address. You will need to be officially enrolled before you will be able to access the site. All information regarding the class including your attendance and all grades will be available to you on our site. All written work must be submitted to “Assignments” and 15% of your total grade will be from posts onto the discussion board. 
Accommodations:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or material in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Cell Phones: 

A very interesting media form that we will study in the classroom through reading and discussion, not use.

Important Dates:

8/13

Instruction Begins

9/3

Labor Day Holiday (no classes held- campus closed)

10/3

Midterm Exam

10/12

Final Drop Date

11/10

Veteran’s Day (no classes held – campus closed)

11/22-11-24
Thanksgiving Holiday

12/10

Final CCI 206 1:00-2:50 pm
Intro to Mass Communication~Fall 2007~Calender of Weekly Assignments
Aug. 13-17

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wed. at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday 12pm
This will be the weekly routine. You are not allowed to respond to a classmate until after Wednesday at 12 pm. Use the analysis and questions in your textbook or your handout to generate discussion. Each week on the discussion board is worth 10 points.
Reading Assignment: Due Aug. 15 Handout on celebrity 
Aug. 20-24

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Aug. 20

“Interpreting Media” pages 11-30 in The Media Student’s Book (MSB)

As you read make a list of the vocabulary in bold type. Make sure you understand them, either through your own reading or through questions in the classroom or on the discussion board. These terms will be the focus of both the midterm and the final. 

There will be no study guide for these terms – it is up to you to create your own study guide.
Aug. 27-31

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Aug. 27 “Case Study: Ways of Interpreting” pgs. 33-40

Writing Assignment: Due Aug 31 - Respond to Activity 1.12 on page 38 in essay form. All written assignments will be submitted to Blackboard in MLA format by midnight on the due date. 50 points
Sept. 3-7

Holiday Monday September 3

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Sept. 5 “Narratives” pgs 41-64 in MSB

Sept. 10- 14

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Sept. 10 “Case Study: CSI: Miami and Crime Fiction pgs. 65-72 in MSB
Writing Assignment Due Sept. 14:  Respond to Activity 2.18 on pg. 72 in essay form -50 points
Sept. 17-21

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment:  Due Sept. 17 Handout on the history of journalism

Sept. 24-28

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Sept. 24 “Genres and other classifications” pgs. 74-93 in MSB
Oct. 1-5

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Oct. 1 “J-Horror and the Ring Cycle” pgs. 94-102

Midterm Wednesday Oct. 3 100 points 

Essay on Editorial Policy due Oct. 19 Begin following the same few big news stories in two newspapers with strong identities (e.g. The New York Times, The LA Times, The San Francisco Chronicle, The Fresno Bee). Analyze the content – Can you identify an editorial line in any of the papers on a particular story? Can you find examples of reporting or comment which appear to contradict the editorial stance of the paper? 100 points

Oct. 8-12

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Oct. 8 “Institutions” pgs. 103-127 in MSB

Oct. 15-19

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Oct. 15 Handout on the history of American television
Writing Assignment Due Oct 19: Essay on Editorial Policy 100 points

Oct. 22-26
Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Writing Assignment Due Nov. 2: An analysis of clips from Borat and Babel using the theories presented in “Questions of Representation” and “Case Study: Images of Migration” 100 points

Reading Assignment: Due Oct. 22 “Questions of representation” pgs. 141-163 in MSB

Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Oct. 29 “Case Study: Images of Migration” pgs. 164-173

Writing Assignment Due Nov. 2: An analysis of the clips from Borat and Babel using the theories presented in “Questions of representation” and “Case Study: Images of Migration”- 100 points
Nov. 5-Nov. 9

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Nov. 5 “Idealogies and Power” pgs. 174-193 in MSB. All reading from now until the end of the semester will be on the final.
Nov. 12-16

Discussion Board: 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by Wednesday at 12 pm

Respond to classmate or instructor by Sunday at 12 pm

Reading Assignment: Due Nov 12. “Case Study; News” pgs. 194-206

Writing Assignment Due Nov. 16: Listen to NPR Radio for an hour or so (89.3) Make notes on how different its news agenda is from one of the newspapers on our previous list. Write a short essay describing these differences. 50 points

Nov. 19-23

Campus closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday 22/23.

No discussion board

Note: the reading assignment due Nov. 26 is long and difficult

Nov. 26-29

Discussion Board 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by 12 pm Wednesday.

Respond to classmate or instructor by 12 pm Sunday.

Reading Assignment Due Nov. 26: “Media Industries” pgs. 207-242 in MSB

Dec 3-7

Discussion Board 2 100 word messages

Respond to posted question by 12 pm Wednesday

Respond to classmate or instructor by 12 pm Sunday. 

Reading Assignment Due Dec. 3: “Case Study: The Major Players in the Media Industries” and “Case Study: The Music Industry, Technology and Synergy” pgs. 244-267 in MSB.
Dec. 10
Final CCI 206 1:00-2:50 on Chapters 5-7. Please bring a scantron and a #2 pencil.

Course calendar is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

