








Fall 2007

ENGLISH 3: CRITICAL READING AND WRITING (Code #74009)
INSTRUCTOR: Deanna Moosakhanian Garabedian, MA

Monday (6-9:20 PM)

Semester Syllabus

(The contents in this syllabus are tentative; therefore the contents are subject to change at any time. The class will be notified if any changes occur.)

Welcome to English 3! This English course is designed to help you develop your critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond what you learned in English 1A. This course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytic and argumentative writing skills based mostly on works of non-fiction. Each of you will undoubtedly become an important part of this class as you share your own perspective and unique experiences. Every class meeting is equally important. You are expected to attend each Monday.  

You can email me at Deanna.garabedian@reedleycollege.edu. If you have any pressing problems that you need to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact me. In addition to email, I will regularly provide an opportunity during break-time if you want to discuss your papers and need additional help. For safety reasons, I will not be able to meet with students after class.   
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  

TEXTS AND SUPPLIES

1) Barnet, Sylvan, and Hugo Bedau. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings. Boston: St Martin’s Press, 2005
2) Journal (notepad)

3) You may want your English 1A handbook

CLASS POLICIES

Attendance: Since we meet only once a week and there are two holidays that fall on Mondays, students may be dropped after 2 consecutive or nonconsecutive absences. Or, you may be dropped if tardiness becomes excessive and problematic. Please be punctual. Your grade will depend on your ability to come to class regularly. Remember, class is an opportunity to enhance your writing skills and to accrue knowledge. If you are absent on a certain day, it is your responsibility to notify me and to find out what transpired. 

Journals: You must keep a journal throughout the semester. In your journals, you will write responses to your reading assignments and complete various freewriting exercises in class. We will periodically share responses to readings and discussions either as a class, in groups, or in pairs.

Draft Peer Response: Peer response workshops are an integral part of the writing process. Through these workshops, you will not only have the opportunity to give valuable feedback to your classmates, but also have the advantage of making your final draft even more successful. Peer-editing improves your writing. 

Essays: Essays must be typed and double-spaced with MLA documentation style, and they are due on the designated date at the beginning of class. Late papers will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to hand in papers, even if you have been absent. An absence is not an excuse for handing in an essay late.  

Plagiarism: Work submitted in this class must be your original creation. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade and disciplinary action.

Homework Assignments and Readings: Throughout the semester, I will assign readings and small homework assignments in addition to your essays due. 
CLASS REQUIRMENTS AND GRADING PROCEEDURES

· 5 Critical Analysis Essays (3-4 pages each) and 1 Comparative Critical Analysis Essay, 4-5 pages (50 points each) 

· 1 Midterm Quiz (50 points)

· Short homework assignments throughout the semester (50 points total) 

· Final—Mediation Paper/A Synthesis Argument, 5-6 pages (100 points)

Total Class Points = 500

Percentage Breakdown: 

· Critical Analysis Essays (60% of Total Grade)

· Midterms and Short Homework Assignments (20% of Total Grade)

· Final (20% of Total Grade)

A (90%-100%)  B (80%-89%)  C (70%-79%)  D (60%-69%)  F (59% & below)

SEMESTER OUTLINE

Week 1 (8/27) Intro, Review of Essay Writing, Summaries, Ch. 1 and 2

Week 2 (9/3)   Holiday

Week 3 (9/10) Critical Analysis, Ch. 3 and 4
Week 4 (9/17) Critical Analysis Essay #1 Peer Draft Due

Week 5 (9/24) Critical Analysis #1 Due 

Week 6 (10/1) Critical Analysis Essay #2 Peer Draft Due

Week 7 (10/8) Midterm Quiz and Critical Analysis #2 Due

Week 8 (10/15) Comparative Critical Analysis Peer Draft Due 
Week 9 (10/22) Comparative Critical Analysis Due, Intro to Final Mediation Paper
Week 10 (10/29) Critical Analysis A* Peer Draft Due 

Week 11 (11/5) Critical Analysis A* Due
Week 12 (11/12) Holiday

Week 13 (11/19) Critical Analysis B* Due, Peer Discussion
Week 14 (11/26) Critical Analysis C* Due, Peer Discussion
Week 15 (12/3) Mediation Paper Peer Draft Due* 
Week 16 (12/10) Final Due*
*You must turn in copies of all research and essays referred to and cited in your papers.
