T. Motto

English 250 Syllabus 

English 250

Basic Writing 

Fall 2007 

	Instructor:  T. Motto

Phone: 
n/a

Office: 
n/a

Office Hours: 
by appointment 
Mailbox: 
Switchboard
E-mail: 
mottotyson@gmail.com 

Email is the best way to get a hold of me outside of class.  If you feel you need more contact information from me, please let me know.
	Section 53599       

MWTh 8:00a-8:50a ● POR 1
TF 8:00a-8:50a ● HUM 62
4 Units ● 5 hrs/week



Course Description: 
Getting used to and comfortable with writing.  Discovering ways to express ideas for others.  Developing understanding of sentence and paragraph structure.  Beginning to find and correct grammatical errors.  Getting used to using computer word processors for writing.  Placement designated by college assessment process.  
Required Texts/Materials:
· Keys for Writers: Exercise Booklet (4th edition). Ann Raimes. 
· At a Glance: Paragraphs (3rd edition). Lee Brandon. 

· Composition Notebook.  I suggest that you purchase a college-level dictionary, as well.

· Access to MLA handbook or other source of MLA formatting regulations. There are MLA handbooks in the library and bookstore.  Proper MLA formatting is also available at this website <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/>.
· Note: You will be responsible for knowing MLA format.  
· Computer and printer access outside of class. You’ll need to budget funds for your own printing.  

· Flash drive or disk.
Assignments:
You’ll be writing at least 5000 words (15+ pages) this semester, and probably a lot more than that.  

Grading: 
Essay #1
10%
Essay #2
10%
Essay #3
10%

Essay #4
10%
Homework
10%

Participation
30%
Final Project
20%
Note: Essays may be added or dropped over the course of the semester.  Should this happen, the 40 percentage points allotted for essays will be reimbursed amongst the total number of essays. 
Extra Credit: A 5% grade boost will be given to any student who does not have a single absence on record.  A 5% grade boost will also be given to any student who completes the .5 unit course through the Writing Center on campus.  


Participation:
Participation is part of every aspect of the class.  If you don’t do your homework, it’s hard to participate.  If you do your homework but don’t engage in the class discussions and activities, you won’t learn as much.  So, please uphold your end of the responsibility and be engage with the class in and out of the classroom.  

Late Work: 
Late work will not be accepted except under special circumstances and only with the permission of the instructor. 
Attendance:
Showing up to class is your responsibility.  If you want credit for home/class work, it is up to you to notify me before the start of your period of absence to get all necessary work.  If you miss 12 or more class meetings your grade will be affected; if you miss  20 or more class meetings you will be dropped or fail the course.  If you cannot attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might benefit you to enroll in this course at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out what you have missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule.
Tardy:
DON’T BE TARDY!  I keep track of your tardies, and you loose participation points because of them.  If you’re 20+ minutes late, it counts as an absence.  

 Extra Credit:

· Half a letter grade boost will be given to all students who have perfect attendance at the end of the semester.  Note: Missing class for any reason (sickness, doctor, athletics, etc.) will void you from this extra credit.
· Half a letter grade will also be given for completion of the half-unit Writing Center course.  
Expectations for Classroom Behavior: 
· I expect students to be respectful of others; this includes respect for others’ ideas and opinions. 
· No cell phone use in class. 
Plagiarism: 
Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography.  The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized can range from getting an “F” on the assignment, with no chance of making it up, to receiving an “F” in the course. Plagiarism is a serious offense.
Accommodations for students with disabilities: 
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA), please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. Remember though, it is your responsibility to notify me of such special needs.

Conferences: 
I look at conferences as a great opportunity for you and I to understand each other’s wants and expectations in greater detail.  Please take advantage of them.  Talk to me in class or via email about setting up conferences as needs arise. 

Important Dates: 
August 13
Instruction Begins
August 24
Last day to drop w/o “W” on transcript

September 3
No School

October 12
Last day to drop w/o letter grade

November 12
No School

November 22-24
No School

Wed, Dec 12, 8am
Final Exam
Disclaimer: 
This syllabus is subject to change.  You will be noted orally to changes that are made.  If you miss class when such changes are noted, it is your responsibility to inquire as to what changes may have been made.

A Note About the Instructor: 
I earned my Associates Degree in Liberal Arts at College of the Sequoias, a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature at Fresno State University, and am completing a Masters Degree in English Composition at Fresno State University.  I have had poetry published by the International House of Poetry.  I have substituted for over a year from Kindergarten through high school in a variety of areas, have taught English for two years at Fresno State University, and have also taught at College of the Sequoias.

Schedule:
WEEK 1: 

· Syllabus 

· Change seats

· Write the story of the person next to you. 

· Write out everything about yourself that makes you who you are.  Include major or funny moments in your life that might be of interest to the class.  

· Read aloud.  
· Assign: Essay #1

· KFW Repetition and Redundancy (1-2)

· KFW Action Verbs (3)

· KFW Unnecessary Passive Voice (4-5)

WEEK 2:

· Due: Essay #1

· Assign: Essay #2

· AAG (pgs xii-xx)

· AAG Reading Effectively and Writing Summaries (1-15)

· AAG Reading for Writing (pgs 1-7)

· AAG Types of Reading-Related Writing (pgs 7-14)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines at a Glance (pgs 14 -15)

· KFW Coordination, Subordination, and Transitions (6-9)

· KFW Appropriate Language (10-12)

· KFW Sentence Types (13-14)
WEEK 3:

· Due: Draft 1 of Essay #2

· Due: Draft 2 of Essay #2

· AAG The Paragraph and Prewriting (16-35)

· AAG The Paragraph Defined (16-17)

· AAG A Simple Paragraph (18-20)

· AAG The Writing Process (20-21)

· AAG Prewriting: Using the Blank Sheet of Opportunity (21-26)

· AAG Writing a Topic Sentence (26-29)

· AAG Writing the Outline (29-34)

· AAG Writing, Revising, and Editing the Paragraph (36-45)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines Paragraph and Prewriting (34-35)

· AAG Writing your first Draft (36-37)

· AAG Revising Your Writing (37-39)

· AAG Adding Editing to Your Revision (39-45)

· KFW Students’ FAQs (15)

· KFW Parts of Speech: Nouns, Pronouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions, Conjunctions (16-24)

· KFW Sentence Fragments (25-31)

WEEK 4:

· Due: Final Draft of Essay #2

· Assign: Essay #3

· AAG Narration: Moving Through Time (46-56)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines Writing, Revising, and Editing (45)

· AAG Writing Paragraphs of Narration (46-48)

· AAG Examining Paragraphs of Narration (48-53)

· AAG Practicing Patterns of Narration (53-54)

· AAG Topics for Paragraphs of Narration (54 -55)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines: Narration (55-56)

· AAG Description: Moving Through Space and Time (57-70)

· AAG Writing Paragraphs of Description (57-59)

· AAG Examining Paragraphs of Description (60-67)

· AAG Practicing Patterns of Description (67-68)

· AAG Topics for Paragraphs of Description (68-70)

· AAG Writers Guidelines: Description (70)

· KFW Run-ons and Comma Splices (32-33)

· KFW Sentence Snarls: Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers (34-37)

· KFW Sentence Snarls: Shifts, Mixed Constructions, Definitions, and Reasons (38-39)

· KFW Sentence Snarls: Subject-Predicate Mismatch (40-41)

· KFW Sentence Snarls (42-43)

· KFW Sentence Snarls (44-45)

WEEK 5: 
· AAG Exemplification: Writing with Examples (71-81)

· AAG Writing Paragraphs of Exemplification (71-73)

· AAG Examining Paragraphs of Exemplification (73-79)

· AAG Practicing Patterns of Exemplification (79)

· AAG Topics for Paragraphs of Exemplification (79-81)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines: Exemplification (81)

· AAG Analysis by Division: Examining the Parts (82-90)

· AAG Writing Paragraphs of Analysis by Division (82-84)

· AAG Examining Paragraphs of Analysis by Division (84-88)

· AAG Practicing Patterns of Analysis by Division (88-89)

· AAG Topics for Paragraphs of Analysis by Division (89-90)

· AAG Writer’s Guidelines: Analysis by Division (90)

· KFW Regular and Irregular Verb forms, Auxiliaries and Modals (46-7)

· KFW Verb Tenses (48-51)

· KFW Verbs: -ED endings (52-53)

· KFW Verbs in Conditional Sentences and in Wishes Requests, and Demands (54 -55)

· KFW Verb Forms and Tenses (56-57)

WEEK 6:

· Due: Essay #3 Part I

· AAG Process Analysis: Writing About Doing (91-105)

· AAG Cause and Effect: Determining Reasons and Outcomes (106-116)

· KFW Passive Voice (58-59)

· KFW Subject-Verb Agreement (60-65)

· KFW Pronoun Forms (66-67)

· KFW Pronoun Reference (68-69)

· KFW Pronoun Agreement (70-71)

· KFW Forms of Pronouns Who and Whoever (72)

WEEK 7:

· Due: Essay #3 Part II

· AAG Classification: Establishing Groups (117-127)

· AAG Comparison and Contrast: Showing Similarities and Difficulties (128-139)

· KFW Adjectives and Adverbs (73-74)

· KFW Placement of Adverbs (75)

· KFW Comparative and Superlative Forms of Adjectives and Adverbs (76-77)

· KFW Faulty or Incomplete Comparisons (78)

· KFW Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns (79-81)

WEEK 8:

· Due: Essay #3 Part III
· AAG Definition: Clarifying Terms (140-152)

· AAG Argument: Writing to Influence (153-161)

· KFW Commas: … (82-88)

· KFW Apostrophes (89)

· KFW Quotation Marks (90-93)

· KFW Semicolons (94 -95)

· KFW Colons (96-97)

· KFW Periods, Question Marks, and Exclamation Points (98)

· KFW Dashes, Parentheses, Brackets, Slashes, and Ellipsis Dots (99-100)

WEEK 9:

· AAG From Paragraph to Essay (162-171)

· KFW Underlining (Italics) (101)

· KFW Capitalization (102)

· KFW Abbreviations (103)

· KFW Numbers (104)

· KFW Hyphenation (105)

· KFW Spelling (106-108)

· KFW Categories of Nouns and Noun Plurals (109)

· KFW Nouns and Articles (110-113)

WEEK 10:

· Due: Essay #3 Completed Project

· Assign: Essay #4
· KFW The Be Auxiliary (114)

· KFW Modal Auxiliary Verbs (115-116)

· KFW Verbs Followed by an Infinitive or –ing Verbal (117-118)

· KFW Verbals Used as Adjectives (119)

· KFW Sentence Structure (120)

WEEK 11:

· KFW Direct and Indirect Quotations and Questions (121)

· KFW Order of Adjectives (122-123)

· KFW Idiomatic Structures (124 -127)

· KFW Glossary of Usage (128-130)

WEEK 12:

· Due: Draft of Essay #4

WEEK 13:

· TBA
WEEK 14:

· Due: Final Draft of Essay #4

· Assign: Essay #5

WEEK 15:

· Due: Essay #5

FINAL:

·  TBA

