English 1B online – Lapp







Fall 07

Course Syllabus by weeks

The way this works is:  I assign reading on Sunday with questions.  You must post your responses to the questions by Wednesday midnight with citations from the readings (author and page #) without repeating what anyone else has said.  I take one grade at that point.  Then you must respond with substance (meaning:  add to the discussion with new examples from the reading) to two of your classmates.  I take a second grade for that.

I know you’ve read some of these pieces before, so I try to give you choices to expand your breadth of experience and appreciation.  Post by Wednesday evening.  Respond to two classmates (with cited pages from the text) by Friday midnight).
8/12 
Chapter 1 “Reading a Story” is well-written, amusing, and good background for the course.  Read all the short-short selections; I’ll refer back to “A&P” by John Updike from time to time. 
Chapter 2 “Point of View” – read p.23-29, then choose “A Rose for Emily”(30), “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (50) or “The Tell-Tale Heart” (39) (choose the one you’ve never read before). 
Post a paragraph describing ONE character from another’s point of view (similar to #1 on p. 45): Sammy from Lengel’s pov, Emily from Homer Barron’s pov, Granny from Cornelia’s pov, the speaker in Tell-Tale from the investigator’s pov.  
Chapter 3 “Character” – read 46-49, then choose “Everyday Use” or Cathedral” or “Barn Burning” (132) (choose the one you’ve never read before).
Post your ORIGINAL answer to #4 on page 83 by Wednesday midnight.  Respond (with substance) to two classmates (at least) by Friday midnight.
8/19

Chapter 4 “Setting” – read 84-87, “The Storm”  and “Greasy Lake”

Post:  Analyze how the dirty remote lake in “Greasy Lake” brings out behavior that the characters would not demonstrate elsewhere.  Do a good job of citing the exact language from the story (with page number) to support your point.

Chapter 5 “Tone and Style” – Read 122-126 and “A Clean Well-Lighted Place” (127), read 147-149 and “Saboteur” (149)
Post a one-paragraph (with support, of course) response to the “Writing Assignment” on p.160
Chapter 6 “Theme” – read 162-164, “The Parable of the 

Prodigal Son” (168), and “The Yellow Wallpaper” (170)
8/26

Chapter 7 “Symbol” – read 186-188, “The Chrysanthemums” (one of my favorite stories)

Post YOUR question (I’ll assign each person a unique symbol question for this one) by Wednesday midnight)
Read “The Lottery” (199) and “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (207).  

Write a complete 4-page essay in which you compare the symbolic use of the scapegoat in “The Lottery” and “Omelas” or the symbolic role of women and men in “The Yellow Wallpaper” and The Chrysanthemums.” Examine the similarities between the two pieces you choose as well as the differences—for example, the prevailing mood or spirit of each society, and the degree of dissent or support, if any, in each.  Consider point of view, the setting, the dynamic character development, tone and style, and symbols as you develop your thesis.  It is critical that you have a clear thesis and clear topic sentences, as well as good, solid support for each point you make.  Post your rough draft by Friday midnight.  Revised essay due for a grade Sunday midnight.
9/1 First Full-length Paper Grade

9/2 
Chapter 9 – Read 308-314, “Out, out—“ (317), 321 (bottom)-323.  

Post a paraphrasing of “One Art” (498), “Quinceanera” (501), or  “Death Be Not Proud” (507)
Chapter 10 “Tone” – read 324 and 325, including “My Papa’s Waltz”
9/9

9/15 First Discussion Board Grade

9/16

9/23

9/30

Second Paper Grade

10/7

10/14

10/21 
Second DB Grade

10/28

11/4

11/11

11/18

11/25

12/2

Final DB Grade

12/9 Final

