English 1A: Reading and Composition

Reedley College 

Fall 2007

Tuesday 6:00P.M., Selma Community Campus, Room HS

Hybrid Course; Internet time to be announced

Instructor: Tabitha Villalba

Email: tabitha.villalba@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours: After class on Tuesdays and by appointment

Course Overview and Learning Outcomes

This course is designed to help develop students’ abilities in writing effective prose and to understand and respond to the work of professional writers.  We will spend much of our time studying the writing process, exploring different writing strategies, editing, and conducting research.  This course meets the A.A./A.S. degree requirements and the objectives of the course can be found below:

Student Learning Outcomes

A. Given assigned readings from a variety of discourse styles, the student will be able to provide an in-class written analysis of the authors’ content and style.

B. Given the completed outline and annotated bibliography, the student will compose a formal expository MLA or APA –style research paper that shows an understanding of the writing process and is technically correct and demonstrates higher level critical thinking skills.

C. Given an assigned reading on a topic, the student will compose several out-of class essays that will demonstrate rhetorical patterns such as narration, description, and exposition which reflect an understanding of the writing process.

Required Texts, Materials, and Expenses

Strategies for Successful Writing: A Rhetoric, Research Guide and Reader, 8th Ed.

Authors: James A. Reinking and Robert von der Osten

Publisher: Prentice Hall, 2007. 

Into the Wild

Author: Jon Krakauer

Publisher: Doubleday-Anchor Books, 1997.

** Supplies: A college dictionary and thesaurus, folders or a binder to hold your work, paperclips, a stapler, and money to make copies of your paper for workshops.  You must also have floppy disks, CDs, or a flashdrive/jumpdrive to save all of your work.

*** For this course, you need access to a computer that is capable of accessing the Internet and Blackboard.

Assignments and Grading


Five (4) Four-page Essays



400 points


Book Analysis





100 points


One Research Paper




300 points


Reading Responses (Online)



100 points


Discussion Board (Online)



100 points


Homework (Online)




100 points

Quizzes





50 points

Participation





50 points

Midterm (In class)




100 points


Final (In class)





100 points


Total






1400 points*

A  
1400 - 1260 
(100% - 90%)

B
1259 - 1120 
(89% - 80%)

C
1119 – 980 
(79% - 70%)

D
979 – 840 
(69% - 60%)

F
839 – below 
(59% - 0%)
* Points may vary depending upon number and timeline of assignments completed.

** Final grades will be based on straight percentages of the total points earned in the class.

Description of Assignments:

Four Essays
(4-6 pages long) (100 points each)


There will be a total of five essays based on the reading and our discussions in class.  As with the longer essays, there will be several assignments leading up to the final draft and you will need to turn in all of your drafts to receive full credit.  These essays must be turned in a folder that keeps all of the pages intact.

Reading Responses: (5 points each – 200 points total)


Readings are assigned in order to help you develop as a reader, writer, and critical thinker.  They will also help you develop your papers and your responses to these assigned readings will help me to see how critically you are reading the assignments.  For each assignment (essay or short story) you will write two short paragraphs in which you pull a quotable statement, analyze the statement, and then develop a short discussion from it. Each of the responses must be typed with a 200-word minimum.  These will be posted on Blackboard.

Midterm and Final (100 points each)


Each essay will be written in-class and in timed conditions.  You will write several practice essays before taking the exams.

Book Analysis (100 points)


This paper will be based on the book Into the Wild, which we will read toward the end of the semester.  I will give you further details on this assignment in class.

Research Paper (300 points)


Length: 10-12 pages


Style: MLA or APA


Topic: Instructor’s approval


This assignment will take approximately four weeks.  Several sources are required.  You will learn how to properly use sources, integrate sources, and develop a strong thesis.

Discussion Board (100 points)


Several of our “discussions” online will be held on Blackboard under “Discussion Board”.  I will start the discussion, which will be based on our reading assignments and everyone is required to participate.

Homework (100 points)


All assignments will be given on Blackboard and you will need to post your homework assignments in the folder.  

Quizzes (50 points)


There will be quizzes in class every other week based on our class discussions and homework assignments. You must be present; there are no make-ups.

Participation (50 points)


Participation includes attendance and involvement in both class and online.  

Attendance, Behavior, and Other Policies

Attendance: After missing 3 class sessions or the equivalent of three weeks, you may be dropped from the course.  If you no longer choose to be enrolled in the course and are no longer attending, it is your responsibility to drop.  Do not assume that I will drop you.  It is also your responsibility to find out what you missed if you did not attend class.


If you are tardy three times it will equal an absence.  


You must be present for the final.

Disruptive behavior:  I reserve the right to ask you to leave with an absence if you are being disruptive.  This includes, but is not limited to: chronic tardiness, persistent talking outside of class discussions, passing notes, having a cell phone on during class, sleeping or dozing off in class, doing homework for another class, not participating in group work, having your friends come in to visit or give you non-emergency messages.  Have respect for your classmates and me and do not disturb the learning environment.

Academic Dishonesty Policy: Plagiarism/cheating will result in failure, and may also cause you to be removed from the college.  

Student With Disabilities:  Please notify me immediately “if you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.”

Tentative Schedule

This schedule is subject to change at any time based on the needs of the class.

	Date    
	  In Class and Important Dates    
	Assignments 

	Tues.

Jan. 16
	Introductions

“When I Grow Up”
	Norton: Read xxiii-xxx “To Students: Reading and Writing with TheNorton Reader”

Due: 1-18

	Thurs.

Jan. 18
	“Memory Map”

“Brothers”

Center of Gravity

Annotating

Prompt 1: Personal Essay
	Norton: Read “Coming Home Again” (p. 1), “Graduation” (p. 32), and “More Room” (p. 167)

Reading Response: 1, 2, and 3

WR: C1-a – C1-c (pp.3-11) 

Due: 1-23

	Tues.

Jan. 23
	Brainstorm

Sample essays
	Norton: Read “True North” (p.171) and “The Brown Wasps” (p. 74)

RR: 4 and 5

WR: C1-d – C2-c (pp.11-18)

Due: 1-25

	Thurs.

Jan. 25
	PE: Draft 1 Due (1-2 pages)

Hotspot


	Norton: Read “The Ghosts of Mrs. Gandhi”(p.818) and “Words” (p. 498)

RR: 6 and 7

Due: 1-30

	Tues.

Jan. 30
	Significance

Dialogue
	Norton: Read “Strangers” (p.132) and “The Watcher Watched” (p. 600)

RR: 8 and 9

Due: 2-1

	Thurs.

Feb. 1
	PE: Draft 2 Due (3-4 pages)

BRING 3 COPIES FOR WORKSHOP
	Norton: Read “First Communion” (p. 1127) and “The Guardian Angel” (p. 80)

RR: 10 and 11

WR: C3-a – C3-c (pp.18-23)

Due: 2-6

	Tues.

Feb. 6
	In-Class Essay #1 
	Norton: Read “Under the Influence” (p. 140) and “Tight Jeans and Chania Chorris” (p. 304)

RR: 12 and 13

Due: 2-8

	Thurs.

Feb. 8
	PE: Final Essay Due (4-6 pages)

Prompt 2: Social Problems 


	Norton: Read “University Days” (p. 437) and “Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self” (p. 68)

RR: 14 and 15

WR: C4-d – C4-e (pp.31-37)

Due: 2-13

	Tues.

Feb. 13
	Brainstorm and paper topics
	Norton: Read “The Clan of One-Breasted Women” (p. 636)

RR: 16

WR: A1-a – A1-d (pp. 57-66)

Due: 2-15

	Thurs.

Feb. 15
	Analysis
	

	Tues.

Feb. 20
	RA 1: Draft 1
	

	Thurs.

Feb. 22
	In-Class Essay #2
	

	Tues.

Feb. 27
	
	

	Thurs.

Mar. 1
	
	

	Tues.

Mar. 6
	Final Essay Due

Prompt for paper 3 and 4 (research paper)

Using Library Sources
	You will spend the following two weeks researching your topic and preparing your prospectus and annotated bibliography.

	Thurs.

Mar. 8
	Prospectus

Annotated Bibliography

Keeping a Double-Entry Journal
	Research

WR: Read 318-332 

Homework:  This is a reference to help prepare you for the type of research you need to do.  There’s no written work, except your own note taking and researching.

	Tues.

Mar. 13
	Midterm Due

Sample Paper

Integrating quotes, avoiding plagiarism
	Research

WR: Read 333-347

Homework:  Keep track of the research you are using.

	Thurs.

Mar. 15
	Format APA.
	Research

WR: Read 415-459 – Consult these pages throughout writing your paper.

	Tues.

Mar. 20
	Paper 3 Due (Prospectus and annotated bibliography)

Prompt Research Paper continued
	WR: Read 415-459 – Consult these pages throughout writing your paper.

	Thurs.

Mar. 22
	Perspectives

Opposing Viewpoints
	NR: Read “College is a Waste of Time and Money” (p.429)

RR: 18 Due. 

	Tues.

Mar. 27
	Persuasion/Argumentation Logical fallacies
	Work on paper

WR: Read 91-105.

	Thurs.

Mar. 29
	Draft 1 Due (paper 4): Research Paper – Bring 3 Copies
	NR: Read “Letter From Birmingham Jail” (p.889)

WR: Read 105-117

RR: 19 Due.

	Tues. 

Apr. 3
	No Class – Spring Break
	Work on paper

WR: Read 121-143

	Thurs.

Apr. 5
	No Class – Spring Break
	NR: Read “The Case for the Sue of Animals in Biomedical Research” (p.687)

WR: Read 143-156

RR: 20

	Tues. 

Apr. 10
	Prompt Paper 5: Reflection
	To Kill a Mockingbird (TKM): Read Chapters 1 and 2.

WR: Read 161-171

Homework: Reading Journal – You will keep a reading journal for each reading assignment until the finish of the book.  This will be turned in with your 6-page book analysis and it is worth 100 points.  

	Thurs.

Apr. 12
	Sample Paper
	(TKM): Read Chapters 3-8.

WR: Read 171-199

Homework: Reading Journal

	Tues. 

Apr. 17
	Research Paper DUE
	(TKM): Read Chapters 9 and 10.

Homework: Reading Journal

WR: Read 199-210

	Thurs.

Apr. 19
	Discussion/Analysis


	(TKM): Read Chapters 11-14.

Homework: Reading Journal

WR: Read 297-311

	Tues. 

Apr. 24
	Draft 1: Reflection – Bring two copies 


	(TKM): Read Chapters 15 and 16

Homework: Reading Journal

WR: Read 257-269

	Thurs.

Apr. 26
	Discussion/Analysis


	(TKM): Read Chapters 17-19.

Homework: Reading Journal

WR: Read 269-295

	Tues.

May 1
	Final Draft of Reflection Due

Prompt 6: Book Analysis

Brainstorm
	(TKM): Read Chapters 20-23.

Homework: Reading Journal

	Thurs.

May 3
	Prompt 7: In-class Essay
	(TKM): Read Chapters 24-31.

Homework: Reading Journal

	Tues.

May 8
	Final questions, comments about the paper.
	Work on book analysis

	Thurs.

May 10
	In-class essay returned.
	Revise your in-class essay for the final

	Tues.

May 15
	Study sheet for the final.

Book Analysis and Reading Journal Due


	Continue revising and studying for the final.

	Thurs.

May 17
	Final: 5:00 p.m. – 50 questions test on To Kill a Mockingbird
	

	Tues.

May 22

	Thurs.

May 24


