English 1A Reading and Composition
Mary C. Stewart

Spring Semester 2008

Section 59743 M-Th 3:30-5.20

M,W Hum 62; T, Th Soc 35
Course Description
English 1A introduces the students to the principles of reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with an emphasis on expository writing. Students will study writing as a process, explore different composing structures and strategies, edit and revise their own writing, and conduct research culminating in a term research paper.

English 1A will help students develop the indispensable foundation for college success: competence in reading and writing at the college level. This course will help students read with insight, perception, and objectivity, and to write with clarity and precision.

Course Prerequisite

English 125 and English 126 with a grade of ‘C’ or better or placement by the college assessment process.

Required Texts/Materials
Texts

Motives for Writing (Fifth Edition) Miller, Robert

Brief Handbook for Writers (Third Edition) Howell, James

Materials

Notebook paper (college-lined), pens/pencils (including at least one colored pen), computer disk/jump drive, college dictionary
Attendance/Participation
Attendance is critical. Attending class and participating play a major part in how well you will do in this course. Because English 1A involves participating in writing workshops and joining in class discussions, it is vital that you attend class regularly. If the occasion does arise that you will not be able to attend class you should e-mail me to let me know that you will be absent. If you find that you are unable to attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might be to your benefit to enroll in this class at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out what you missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule. I reserve the right to drop any student after four absences.
Late Work
This is an extremely fast-paced course. It is crucial that you get your work in on time and that you stay up-to-date with your reading assignments. I will not accept late assignments accept under special circumstances and only with my permission.

Expectations for Classroom Behavior
In order to maintain an environment conducive to learning, it is expected that students show respect towards each other and towards me. Likewise, I shall do the same. While I realize that there are times that it is important that you are able to receive phone calls, I would ask that you keep your phone on vibrate. If you need to answer a call, please step outside quietly and do so. I ask that you do not abuse this privilege.
Grading
Essays 400 possible points (4x100)

Research Paper 200 points

Homework/Quizzes 200 points

Final Exam 200 points

A 900-1000 points

B 800-899 points

C 700-799 points

D 600-699 points

F  Below 600 points

Total number of points may change depending on class pace.

Cheating/Plagiarism

Work that has not been written by you but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography/works cited. We will be discussing plagiarism at length so that there will be no misunderstanding as to what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offences. The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized (this includes homework that has been copied) or for cheating on a quiz or exam can range from getting an ‘F’ on the assignment with no possibility of making it up, to receiving an ‘F’ in the course.
Conferences

I am available and more than happy to meet with students on Mondays and Wednesdays after class by appointment, please. Please schedule an appointment with me in advance by either e-mailing me or calling me. If you have not made an appointment with me, I may not have the time to meet with you as I keep a rather tight schedule. Do not be afraid to ask for help! That is what I am being paid for!

Accommodations for students with disabilities

If you have special needs as addressed by the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

