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ENGLISH 1A – Reading and Composition

Fall 2007













______  

Instructor: Eric Smith
E-mail: Eric.Smith@reedleycollege.edu

Course Days: M/W
Course Time: 8:00 – 9:50

Section Number: 53031
Room: M – AGR 1

Prerequisite: C or better in English 125 & 126
            W – FRM 10


  

Required Texts and Materials 
· Motives for Writing (5th edition) Miller
· Brief Handbook for Writers (3rd edition) Howell and Memering
· Into the Wild Jon Krakauer
· Materials: a notebook for in-class work and a portfolio (a folder to keep all of your work for the course).

· On-line access and printer capabilities; memory storage (disc, memory stick, etc.) to save work
· A College Dictionary 
Course Overview








English 1A is equivalent to a first year composition course at a four-year university, which means that you will be learning and developing reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that will provide you with the knowledge and ability to negotiate the advanced scholarly challenges of university academics. 

Okay, in less formal language, this course will help you to become a better and more proficient language user, particularly for college and beyond. We will focus on developing writing processes and critical reading strategies through the writing of four major essays, short weekly readings, and a longer, sustained reading of a narrative. 

Writing is both an individual and a community activity; therefore, your class participation is absolutely necessary. Through class discussions and group workshops we will help each other to develop the language and critical thinking skills that help us all to become better communicators. The theme of the course is “environment,” and besides improving our communicatory skills, it is my hope that we will also become more aware of our environments and ultimately more informed and capable citizens.

This course will challenge your assumptions about writing, reading, critical thinking, and environments. Through these challenges you will gain the skills to negotiate not only university level academics, but also daily language and communicatory challenges.
 Course Outcomes



At the end of this course, in order to pass with a C or better, you will need to demonstrate ability to:

1. Use Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace 
2. Write varied sentences (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)

3. Employ one or more pre-writing strategies (outlining, freewriting, clustering, mapping, etc.)

4. Plan and write coherent paragraphs and essays that incorporate effective thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions, supporting sentences, and various strategies of introduction, development, and conclusion

5. Analyze and discuss college-level reading material

6. Understand the relationship between purpose, audience, voice, and style

7. Write summaries, paraphrases, and critiques that accurately reflect and/or criticize the subject matter

8. Write essays in different analytical modes (e.g. process, classification, comparison-contrast)

9. Understand how to construct successful argumentative papers (state thesis clearly; refute opposing positions; accumulate evidence for position; avoid logical fallacies)
10. Know how to write effective research papers (conduct effective library searches; formulate thesis based on that research; select, organizes, and outline details and evidence to support the thesis; document sources according to MLA Style Guide standards; and develop a coherent paper based on the evidence)
11. Read for the points of view and varieties of cultural experience from the works of writers from different backgrounds, times and ethnicities

Attendance & Participation (10%)


Language usage (reading, writing, speaking, media, etc.) and reasoning are both an individual and a group activity; therefore you will be graded on both your individual work and your group participation. Class participation is mandatory. We will build a community of readers, writers and thinkers and your classmates will come to depend on you, as you will on them – we all benefit from each other’s input. Again, participation is mandatory, which means attendance is critical. Things happen: car problems, oversleeping, sickness, and family emergencies to name a few. I understand that this is part of life. However, it is your responsibility to attend class, and it is your responsibility to find out what you missed if you are absent. I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences – all absences are counted. Please observe the following:


**If you miss any of the first week of class, you may be dropped.


**If you miss 3 class sessions by the end of the 9th week, you run the risk of being dropped.


**If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.


**Two tardies = one absence


Participation means coming to class prepared – having read the assigned readings, written the responses, and finished the homework. It also means thinking about the assignments and coming prepared to discuss and ask questions during class. The more you bring to class in terms of inquisitive thought, the more we will all benefit from this course. So come to class prepared to participate. Enough said.


**NOTE: Class Cancellations. In the advent of a class cancellation, I will do my best to notify you. An official form will be posted on the classroom door – any hand written note or unofficial form is not to be accepted.


***NOTE: If you miss class you can check Blackboard for the homework /or assignments due for the next class meeting. Remember, it’s your responsibility to find out what you missed. 

*Point Value for Participation/Attendance: Worth 100 points.

Homework , Assignments, and In-Class Work (20%)

*Reading assignments: You will need to read thoughtfully and use your critical thinking skills for each reading. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on all reading assignments. Again, the more you put into the course work, the more you will benefit.

*Writing assignments will consist of a variety of forms (summaries, responses, journal entries, etcetera) and lengths (short answer, paragraphs, /or 1-3 page longer responses).  All writing assignments (except for in-class work) must be typed using Times New Roman Font (size 12), double-spaced, and with name, date and title on assignment (we will use MLA formatting). I encourage the use of page numbering systems as well. 


**NOTE: Save all your work (floppy, CD, or other storage device). Actually, from experience, I recommend saving your work in a couple of places (I save on the hard drive and a memory device). It’s a good back up plan if something gets lost or misplaced. 

*Late Work Policy: I expect assignments turned in when due, however, I realize that sometimes “things happen” and you might need extra time. I will allow for two “free passes” on late assignments (no more than one week after the due date). Beyond that, you will receive zero (0) points for any late assignment. Use these “free passes” wisely. Quizzes and Tests cannot be made up.

*Point Value for HW/Assignments/In-Class Work: I will use a +, (, ( system, where a + = 100%, ( = 80%, and a ( = 60%. At the end of the semester I will divide the total of 200 points by your overall percentage.

Essays/Portfolios (70%)

There will be 4 essays due, ranging from 5-15 pages, and all of these will be multiple draft essays. These essays will count as a major portion of your grade. Each essay will be accompanied by a Portfolio that will contain invention materials, drafts, /or other materials as to be announced. Final grades will be based on the complete portfolio including the final polished essay.

*Format Guidelines: All essays must be typed using Times New Roman Font (size 12), double-spaced, with name, date and title on assignment, and following MLA guidelines.

*Other considerations: Most of the essays will need to be turned in through the “Digital Drop Box” on Blackboard (I will help you learn how to do this), and you may be required to post drafts and comments on Blackboard as well.

**In order to pass the class, you will need to attempt all four essays.
*Late Essay Policy: Any essay that is turned in after the due date will probably (at my discretion) receive a score of zero (F) and will not be commented on by me. However, again I realize that things happen, so I have included one free late pass for Portfolios. You may turn in one of the four essays up to one week late for full credit by using this one-time pass. 

*Point Value for Portfolios: Total for all portfolios = 700pts


Portfolio #1
100         Portfolio #3
200


Portfolio #2
150         Portfolio #4
250

**Extra Credit: If you regularly attend sessions at the Writing Center (or sign up for Engl. 272) you will receive up to 5% of extra-credit towards your grade. Other extra-credit opportunities may be given during the semester. 

Grading



90-100% = A
CREDIT


80-89%  =  B
CREDIT


70-79%  =  C
CREDIT


60-69%  =  D
NO CREDIT


0-59%    =  F
NO CREDIT
NOTE: The final day to drop this class is Friday, October 12.  There will be no grade entered on a student’s record for drops occurring prior to 20% of the course length. A grade of “W” will be entered on the student’s record for drops occurring beyond 20% and before 50% of the course length. It is the student’s responsibility to turn in the proper paperwork if he or she wishes to drop the class.

Classroom Behavior


One word – Respect. I expect respectfulness towards all students and myself. I will not tolerate disrespectful behavior. I am here to teach, and you are here to learn. A tolerant, respectful classroom is conducive to a good, healthy, and fun learning environment. Disagreement and constructive argumentation can be helpful and are encouraged. However, bad language, name calling, or any other type of negative communication is not helpful to anyone – please avoid such behavior.


Disruptive classroom behavior will not be tolerated. This includes cell phone use, text messaging, computer gaming, excessive talking, snoring – you get the idea. For any such behavior or any disrespectful behavior you may be asked to leave the class and receive an absence for that period. Further disciplinary action will be taken if warranted. 


**If you have a pressing emergency (sick child, family situation) and need to have your cell phone on, please let me know at the beginning of class. Otherwise, cell phones should be turned off during class time.


Cheating and Plagiarism: Neither is tolerated. 

“Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Don’t cheat
**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation can be made.

Instructor Accessibility


I want you to succeed, not only in this course, but also in all of your academic work and other endeavors. To that end, I will try to make myself available to you for questions, concerns, or just general conversation. The best way to reach me is through email (​​​Eric.Smith@reedleycollege.edu). Please be sure to put “Engl. 125” in the heading, or I may not open your email. If at any time during the semester you would like to schedule a conference with me, please do so. Again, I’m here to help you succeed to the best of my capabilities. 

Important Dates


August 31



Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

September 3



Holiday (Labor Day) – No Class

*October 12



Last day to drop

November 12



Holiday (Veteran’s Day) – No Class

November 22-23


Thanksgiving Break

December 12
Final 8:00 – 9:50 

(Very) TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

This schedule is subject to change. However, you should expect to read from 30-60 pages and write between 3-6 pages each week.

WEEK 1


8/13:
Introduction to course. Syllabus.
Bureaucratic issues. Writing/reading preconceptions. 


    

  HW: Review syllabus. BUY BOOKS.

 
8/15:
Diagnostic writing. Personal introductions. Writing/reading web. Writing processes.  



HW: Read: Motives for Writing (MW) 1-21; 47-54; Dillard 82-85. Write: Response.

WEEK 2


8/20:
Reading strategies – Active reading. Summary v. Response. Inquiry. Invention/Writing Preparation. Essay #1 Prompt. 




HW: E#1 proposal. Brief Handbook for Writers (HB) 1-16. Write: Summary.


8/22:
Planning/Getting started. Choosing a Topic. Narrative. 



DUE: E#1 proposal.



HW: E#1 outline. HB C2 (18-27) MW 22-25, 38-45. Write : Summary.

WEEK 3


8/27:
Audience/purpose. RR comments. Author’s notes. Drafting.



DUE: E#1 Outline.




HW: E#1 Rough draft + Author’s Notes. HB 242-258.


8/29:
Paragraphs. Introductions/Conclusions. Thesis. Rhetoric: Genres. Blackboard. Workshop strategies. Revision plan. Introduction to framing/chunking.



DUE: E#1 Rough Draft.


 
HW: E#1 full draft.  


WEEK 4


9/3:
HOLIDAY



9/5:
Workshop. Workshop discussion. Revising/Editing. Grammar –  Sentences: fragments/run ons. Reading discussion.




DUE: E#1 Full Draft.

HW: E#1 Polished draft/Portfolio. 

WEEK 5

9/10:
Essay #2 prompt (analyzing visual media, evaluating). Writing to analyze images. Visual rhetoric. Group work – E#2 Invention. Introduction to rhetorical outline.
DUE: E#1 Portfolio. 


HW: 

9/12:
Watch “Grizzly Man” movie. Rhetorical outline assignment.

DUE: 


HW: E#2 Rough draft + images. Rhetorical outline assignment.

WEEK 6

9/17:
Discuss rhetorical outlining/analysis. Workshop strategy – Believing & doubting. Workshop. Writing to Explain Information. Return E#1 – discuss comments/grading.

DUE: Essay #2 rough draft + images.

HW: 

9/19:
Writing to Evaluate. Introduce Into the Wild. Dialectic journals. In-class reading – London’s “To Build A Fire.” Descriptive writing.

DUE:  


HW: Essay #2 full draft. Into the Wild (IW) 1-23. 

WEEK 7

9/24:
Workshop (Skeleton) E#2. Discuss IW reading. Writing to Analyze texts. Essay #3 prompt (analysis/persuasion). 

DUE: E#2 Full Draft. 


HW: Essay #2 revision plan + A.N. IW 24-46. 

9/26:
Discuss IW reading selection. Group – E#2 revisions. Review dialectic entries. Grammar – Effective Language use. Introduction to literary analysis and research. Revising/Editing review.

DUE: E#2 A.N./r.p. Dialectic journals. 

HW: Essay #2 polished draft/portfolio. IW 47-69.

WEEK 8

10/1:
Discuss IW readings. Utilizing dialectic journals. Writing to Persuade. Researching for ideas/support.

DUE: Essay #2 Portfolio. 

HW: IW 70-97. E#3 – Response/reflection.

10/2:
Discuss IW readings. Mini-workshop E#3 response/reflections. Grammar. Timed writing.

DUE:




HW: IW 98-132 


WEEK 9

10/8:
Discuss IW readings. Essay #3 brainstorming/ideas. Research: where/what/how.

DUE: Dialectic journals.


HW: IW 133-156. Essay #3 preliminary proposals.

10/10:
Discuss IW readings. Thesis writing. 

DUE: E#3 Preliminary Proposals.

HW: IW 157-186. 

WEEK 10

10/15:
Discuss IW readings. Mini-workshop E#3 preliminary proposals. Integrating sources. Handout: “The Art of Quoting.” Introducing/sandwiching quotes

DUE: Essay #3 Preliminary Proposals.

HW: IW 187-203[End]. IW reflection. E#3 rough draft /or detailed outline + preliminary research of outside sources.

10/17:
Discuss IW readings (end). Mini-workshop E#3 rough draft/outlines. MLA: formatting, in-text citing, and annotated bibliographies. Introductions (review).

DUE: Essay #3 Rough Draft /or Detailed Outline. IW Reflection


HW: E#3 – full draft.

WEEK 11 

10/22:
Workshop E#3.



DUE: Essay #3 Full Draft.




HW: E#3 revision plan + works cited.


10/24:
Workshop E#3 works cited/citations/quotes.



DUE: Essay #3 works cited.




HW: E#3 completed draft w/ revised works cited.

WEEK 12


10/29:
Workshop E#3 complete draft. E#4 prompt (research/inspire/form). Brainstorm/invention E#4. 



DUE: Essay #3 Complete Draft.




HW: E#3 Portfolio. 


10/31:
Group/Discuss: E#4 ideas. Combining Forms. Course Review. Researching.

DUE: Essay #3 Portfolio.




HW: E#4 proposals & preliminary research + annotated bibliographies.

WEEK 13


11/5:
Writing to Inspire. Mini-workshop/Discussion – E#4 proposals.



DUE: Essay #4 Proposals w/ preliminary research.




HW: E#4 Detailed proposal.


11/7: 
Mini-workshop E#4 detailed proposals.



DUE: Essay #4 Detailed Proposal.




HW: E#4 rough draft.

WEEK 14


11/12:
Workshop E#4 rough drafts. Thesis writing (review). Introductions. Abstracts.

DUE: Essay #4 Rough Draft. 



HW: E#4 formal proposal plus abstracts.


11/14:
Mini-workshop E34 formal proposals.



DUE: Essay #4 formal proposal plus abstracts. 




HW: Essay #4 full draft.

WEEK 15


11/19:
Workshop E#4 full drafts. Conclusions. MLA works cited + in-text citations (review).



DUE: Essay #4 Full Draft.




HW: E#4 revision plan + A.N.


11/21:
Conferences.



DUE: Nothing? Happy Thanksgiving.




HW: Continue work on E#4.

WEEK 16


11/26:
Conferences.



DUE: Nothing?




HW: E#4 Complete draft and works cited.


11/28:
Workshop E#4 completed drafts. Introduce presentation format.



DUE: Essay #4 Complete Draft w/ works cited.




HW: E#4 Portfolio. Presentations.

WEEK 17


12/3:
Presentations.



DUE: Essay #4 Portfolio.  




HW: Presentations.


12/5:
Presentations.



DUE:

WEEK 18


12/10:
NO CLASS – Finals week.


12/12:
FINAL EXAM 8:00 – 9:50

