 

 

COMPOSITION & READING ONLINE

 

ENGLISH 1A
53039
Fall 2007

Course Syllabus
Instructor: Kim Sheffield
 

Office:   Email:    Sheffield@scccd.org
Texts:

The Bedford Guide for College Writers  7th edition 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston
A Few Words from Your Instructor:

Welcome to your online classroom.

Writing is much more than simply producing or arranging information, and when we write, we think, and sometimes in ways we didn’t expect. Writing, at the very least, enriches our thinking, taking it to new levels and organizing it in usable and provocative ways. As you develop as a writer, you will undoubtedly notice that your writing will take you into the unknown and help you to gain a new understanding of the world around you. 

I look forward to a successful semester and sincerely hope that you do as well.
Student Learning Outcomes:
The three main desired outcomes for your completion of this course are as follows:

A.    Given assigned readings from a variety of discourse styles, student will provide a college-level in-class written analysis of authors’ content and style.

 

B.     Student will compose a formal, argumentative MLA-style research paper that shows an understanding of the writing process, technical correctness, and higher level critical thinking skills.

 

C.     Given an assigned topic, student will compose a college-level out-of-class essay that will demonstrate rhetorical patterns such as narration, description, and exposition which reflect an understanding of the writing process.

Assignments:

We will be reading a variety of essays in the The Bedford Guide for College Writers as well as Zora Neale Hurston’s novel Their Eyes Were Watching God which will provide us with ideas to think about, to protest against, to support, and to germinate other ideas of our own. The essays in the TheBedford Guide for College Writers are designed to bring us into the cultural conversation so that we may carve out our own space, our own ideas and positions, our own understanding based in part on the understanding of those who have come before us or are presently grappling with the same issues we often deal with. Both texts are required and are essential to your success in this course. 

Academic Integrity:

Plagiarism is 

· verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement 

· paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement 

· lack of acknowledging sources 

· use of other's ideas without acknowledgement.
 *** In other words--give credit where credit is due. Plagiarized work on an assignment will result in an F. ***

Additional Responsibilities/Requirements:
· Be aware of incompatibility issues between AOL and Blackboard 

· Be aware of the problems caused by other browsers, open files, and websites while using Blackboard 

· Close all other programs prior to entering Blackboard 

· Use your Reedley College email account for all work/correspondence 

· All files are to be sent in rich text format (RTF).  If you don't know what that is, please contact the help-desk 

· It is your responsibility to make sure your system's hardware, and software, meet minimum standards and compatibility requirements for this course 

· Contact the help-desk if you have technology issues/question 

· Be positive and challenge yourself 

· Ask questions 

· Demonstrate mutual respect.  Any disturbances, inappropriate criticisms, or unsuitable use of communication will not be tolerated.  You will be asked to withdraw from the class if any of these occur.
· absences interfere with the successful completion of a course of study. Therefore, If you do not login to the course and complete the specified activity each week of class, you run the risk of being dropped from the course.
Grading:

· Participation / Collaboration (with teacher & with class)
200 pts.

· Timed / “In-Class” Essays (informal written response)
100 pts.

· Shorter Formal Essays




200 pts.
· Quizzes                  





100 pts.
· Final Research Paper   




300 pts.

· Final Exam






200 pts.
FINAL GRADES FOR THE COURSE WILL BE DETERMINED AS FOLLOWS:

1420 – 1,500 PTS. +
A

1339 – 1419 PTS.
 
B

1258 – 1338 PTS.

C  

1177-  1257 PTS               D etc… 

PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT DEPENDING ON THE FINAL SEMESTER WORKLOAD, THE FINAL NUMBER OF POINTS COULD CHANGE. THEREFORE, AN ADJUSTMENT WOULD BE MADE TO THE GRADING SCALE.

This class is conducted strictly on the web. We will not need to meet on campus at all.   

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions about the assignments.  I am here to assist you, so please don't be bashful about seeking information.  

Web classes take A LOT of self-discipline in terms of time-management.   Do not let yourself get behind in the assignments.  If any special problems arise, please contact me immediately; I will work with you to help ensure your success!

A note about the essays: If an essay or other assignment is late or incomplete, I will not accept it. Don't forget to include a title for your essay (be creative!).   All essays should contain a thesis statement; remember to always type your thesis and topic sentences either in all caps, bold print, or highlight. I will focus on these to see how well you defend them in your supporting sentences and paragraphs.
**Unless otherwise stated, your work is due every Monday by midnight. I will always accept early work, but again, I do not accept late work. As for quizzes and exams: should you miss the appointed time for a quiz or exam, I will offer a replacement (make-up) quiz/exam at the end of the semester.

***** Plan on having computer problems!  I'm sorry, but I can't accept this as an excuse for late papers.  You might want to submit your work early.  Be sure to print and save to disk any work you do. 
	CLASS AGENDA 

(subject to change at the whim of the instructor)

***PLEASE NOTE***

EVERY ESSAY ASSIGNMENT MUST HAVE THE THESIS STATEMENT AND TOPIC SENTENCES EITHER HIGHLIGHTED, CAPITALIZED, OR IN BOLD PRINT. ESSAYS WITHOUT THIS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.


	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	Week 1:


	FIRST ASSIGNMENT: PLEASE EMAIL ME THAT YOU WILL ABIDE BY: THE REEDLEY COLLEGE ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY AND MY CLASS SYLLABUS.

Reading: Ch. 1, Writing Processes. Ch. 2, Reading Processes. Ch. 20, Strategies for Designing Your Document. Ch. 4, Recalling an Experience; Amy Tan’s, “Mother Tongue” (pg. 397) and E.B. White’s “Once More to the Lake” (391).

Email me: a summary of what you learned from reading Chapters 1,2, 20, & 4.
Discussion Board: Join or begin a discussion how this information may be useful to you in real life.
 

	Week 2:


	Grammar: Review material on subjects, verbs, prepositional phrases & subject-verb agreement; exercise

Writing assignment: Write a 1 page response analyzing either Tan’s or White”s essays. *Refer to the handout section for information: How to critically analyze literature*

	Week 3:
	Grammar: Review material on sentence variety (compound/complex), commas, run-ons, comma splices; exercise

*Refer to the “handouts” section for information

	Week 4:


	Reading: Ch. 33, Grammatical Sentences. Ch. 34, Effective Sentences. Ch. 35, Word Choices; Danzy Senna’s “The Color of Love”. (pg. 411) and Veronica Chambers’ “The Myth of Cinderella” (pg. 456).

Email me: the 3 most important things you learned from chapters 33, 34, and 35

Discussion Board: Respond to a question I pose on Senna’s & Chambers’ essays

Grammar: Review material on Fragments; exercise

. 

Writing assignment: Write a 3-4 page Narrative essay describing a special place you knew as a child and then visited again as an adult (recall E.B. White’s essay). Explain how, as an observer, the place has changed and not changed, and explain why the place is significant to you.

	Week 5:
	Reading: Ch. 4, Recalling an Experience (review). Ch. 15, Strategies for Generating Ideas. Ch. 36, Punctuation; Scott Russell Sanders’ “The Men We Carry in Our Minds” (pg. 430). and Anjula Razdan’s “What’s Love Got to do With It”? (pg. 406)

Email me: Summary of Chapters 4, 15, and 36

Grammar: Review material on Pronoun; exercise

Discussion Board: Respond to a question I pose on Sanders’ essay 



	Week 6:
	Reading: Ch. 5, Observing a Scene. Ch. 16, Strategies for Planning. Ch. 17, Strategies for Drafting

Grammar: Review material on Modifiers

Writing assignment: With regards to Razdan’s essay, write a 1 page response to this question: Does passion and physical attraction fuel a marriage or lead to its deterioration?



	Week 7:
	Reading: Begin reading Hurston’s the novel “Their Eyes Were Watching God” to page  33. (up to but not including Chapter 5) 

Discussion Board: What difficulties are you having with the novel? What do you like/dislike? What makes you want to keep reading or toss the book out of the window? 

Grammar: Review material on word choice

	Week 8:
	Reading: Ch. 8, Explaining Causes and Effects. Ch. 3, Critical Thinking Processes. Ch. 18, Strategies for Developing; Continue reading novel (to page 75, at least)

Discussion Board: Post your thoughts on the novel

Grammar: review (possible quiz)

	Week 9:
	Discussion Board: Recalling Chapter 8 in the textbook (Explaining Cause/Effect), begin a debate (Cause/Effect) in which you analyze the causes of the successes and failures in Janie’s marriages.

Reading: novel



	Week 10:
	Reading: Finish novel

Discussion Board: Post your novel thoughts

	Week 11:
	Reading: Ch. 7, Comparing and Contrasting. Ch. 19, Revising and Editing; Judy Brady’s “I Want a Wife” (pg. 427); if you have not finished the novel, please do so now)

Email me: 3 things that you learned from Chapters 7 & 19.

Discussion Board: Respond to a question about Brady’s essay.

Writing: Write a 3 page essay in which you are either comparing or contrasting some aspect of Nanny and Janie.

	Week 12:
	Reading: Noel Perrin’s “A Part Time Marriage” (pg. 416)

Discussion Board: Respond to question about Perrin’s essay

Quoting, citing

Citing exercises

Quiz (novel related)

You should now be thinking about an argument topic (novel related): I will post your options…

	Week 13:
	Reading: Ch. 9, Taking a Stand. Ch. 10, Proposing a Solution. The Appendix (Quick Research Guide…in the back of the text)

MLA formatting

Discussion Board: Post 3 things you learned from the three sections of the text.

Email me: your proposed thesis statement

	Week 14:
	Writing: This 6 page paper requires that you take a closer look at Zora Neale Hurston’s novel as well as any notes you may have taken to choose an issue to argue.  This paper asked you to move from a personal narrative approach, to an analytical approach to writing. You are asked to explore an issue and develop your own voice around that issue.  You will be required to research and summarize the various positions being argued about the issue (see criticisms), find your own position in the conversation about that issue, then move to support and frame your own argument.


	Week 15:
	Writing: work on your argument essays

Discussion Board: Post your argument concerns

	Week 16:
	Any revised work must be submitted now

	Week 17:
	Writing assignment: Reflection(self-evaluation) essay

	Week 18:
	Finals


