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English 15, Creative Writing – Poetry

Instructor:            Mr. Dominguez

Office:
Annex 2

Phone:

EXT 3745


E-mail:

david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:
M 11:00-12:20 and WF 11:00-11:50

Course Description:

This course will teach you how to read the published works of several fine poets. The readings will be read outside of class, discussed during class, and used to illustrate craft – the tools that make good poems. You, using the course texts as models, will apply the tools of craft and produce several polished poems throughout the semester. 

Exit Standards:

To pass this class, you must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, demonstrate an understanding of craft, demonstrate basic writing skills, and follow directions. You must also participate in the forums and workshops, and write and turn in the assigned poems. These tasks must be completed on time.

Please Purchase the Following Texts at the Reedley College Bookstore:

A Field Guide to the Heavens by Frank Gaspar

Separate Escapes by Corrinne Clegg Hales

American Primitive by Mary Oliver

Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream by Juan Felipe Herrera

Magic City by Yusef Komunyakaa

Handbook of Literary Terms by X.J. Kennedy

Semester Grading:

Introducing yourself paragraph (1)=30pts 

Forum responses (5)=20 pts each

(forum reponses are your written reponses to the books and the lectures)

Poems (5)=50 pts each

Workshop responses (6)=20 pts each

(workshop responses are reponses to your two favorite poems of the week—poems written by your peers)

All assignments will be graded based on your ability to demonstrate knowledge of our texts, on your ability to show knowledge of craft, on your ability to use basic writing skills, and on your ability to follow directions. 

Grading Scale:

500-450=A

449-400=B

399-350=C

349-300=D

299-000=F

Extra Credit:
Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. To earn extra credit points, you must attend a Reedley College Lecture Series event or a First Wednesday at One reading and write a 250 word reflection paper that explains your thoughts on the presenter and his material. The paper must reflect both writing and critical thinking skills; each reflection paper is worth up to 10 points. Extra credit points will not be applied to a student’s final semester total if that student is receiving a “D” or an “F” in the course. Specific dates for extra credit events will be posted on Blackboard. Another extra credit opportunity is to participate in the First Wednesday at One open mike student poetry reading. This reading will be on November 7, 2007, at 1:00PM in the student lounge; participating in the poetry reading will earn you 10 points extra credit.
Format for All Assignments:

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

· Assignments must be typed in Times New Roman.  Font must be size 12. Print quality must be clear and black. Please single space the header information and double space the actual assignment.

· Do not bold face the font. Do not use inappropriate capitalization. Do not use unnecessary italics. Do not center justify your poem.

· One inch margins top, bottom.

· 1.25 inch margins left, right. 

· Include at the top of each assignment the following “header” information:
Name (first, last)

Instructor Dominguez

Course: English 15, Poetry Writing

Date: (Applicable date)

Assignment: (Forum #…, Workshop response #…, or Poem #…)

If applicable, “title” of poem in quotation marks

· Poems that do not meet this criteria will not be accepted or will receive a lower grade.
PLEASE SEE THE FORMATTING ON THE SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT ON THE NEXT PAGE….

Tovar, Marciano

Instructor Dominguez

English 15, Poetry Writing

August 11, 2007

Poem #1

“Portrait”

Then, you begin typing your poem (or paragraph) here.

Your poem (or paragraph) needs to be double spaced.

By following these guidelines,

the class will be able to identify 

and read your work more easily.

Following these simple formatting guidelines

is very very important.

Also, notice that the work is left margin justified.

When writing poems, 

do not center justify your lines as if

you are were writing a greeting card;

simply, begin your poem along the left margin.

Finally,  notice that 12 PT 

Times New Roman font is being used.

If your have any questions

regarding the formatting of your work,

please feel free to give me a call

and I will be happy to answer

your questions.

Turning in Assignments:

Assignments must be turned in on time on the given due dates. Late work will not be accepted without an acceptable documented excuse.

Workshop Etiquette:
· Be nice.

· Always point out thing that you like.

· Kindly point out things that are confusing.

· Focus your comments as much as possible on the elements of craft that we are discussing in class.

Academic Behavior:
Students who fail to demonstrate a respect for the learning environment (real or virtual) will be suspended from the course for 1-2 weeks by the instructor and then referred to the dean of students. Students who are caught plagiarizing will be immediately dropped from the course and/or referred to the appropriate dean.

Course Outline

	Monday
	13-Aug
	Buy books; introduce yourself on the discussion board—explain why you are taking the class, state your favorite poet and why—due on 8/20 by 12:00PM; spend the week reading A Field Guide to the Heavens. 

	Monday
	20-Aug
	Lecture one posted. Topic for forum 1 posted—respond to forum 1 by 8/27 at 12:00PM.

	Monday
	27-Aug
	Lecture 2 posted. Poem 1 assigned—due on 9/3 by 12:00PM.

	Monday*
	3-Sep
	Lecture 3 posted. Topic for forum 2 posted—respond to forum 2 by 9/10 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading Separate Escapes.

	Monday
	10-Sep
	Lecture 4 posted. Poem 2 assigned—due 9/17 by 12:00PM. 

	Monday
	17-Sep
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 9/24 at 12:00PM. 

	Monday
	24-Sep
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/1 at 12:00PM. 

	Monday
	1-Oct
	Lecture 5 posted. Topic for forum 3 posted—respond to forum 3 by 10/8 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading American Primitive.

	Monday
	8-Oct
	Lecture 6 posted. Poem 3 assigned—due 10/15 by 12:00PM.

	Monday
	15-Oct
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/22 at 12:00PM.

	Monday
	22-Oct
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/29 at 12:00PM.

	Monday
	29-Oct
	Lecture 7 posted. Topic for forum 4 posted—respond to forum 4 by 11/5 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading The Magic City.

	Monday
	5-Nov
	Lecture 8 posted. Poem 4 assigned—due 11/12 by 12:00PM.

	Monday*
	12-Nov
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 11/19 at 12:00PM.

	Monday
	19-Nov
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 11/26 at 12:00PM. 

	Monday
	26-Nov
	Lecture 10 Posted.  Topic for forum 5 posted—respond to forum 5 by 12/3 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream.

	Monday
	3-Dec
	Lecture 9 posted. Poem 5 assigned—due 12/10 by 12:00PM.

	Monday
	10-Dec
	Poem 5 due. Semester ends. Final poems will be posted on the discussion board for your reading pleasure (no workshops held). 


*These days are actually school holidays, so feel free to turn in your assignments EARLY. If you turn them in on the holiday, however, that’s fine too.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

