English 125: College Writing Skills

Schedule # 53008

Fall 2007

Reedley College

Instructor: Tabitha Villalba




Time: Thurs. 6:00-7:50P.M.

Email: tabitha.villalba@reedleycollege.edu

 
Web times to be arranged

Office Hours: by appointment only



Room: CC1 207

Course Description:

This course will focus primarily on writing as a process.  This will include topic selection, brainstorming, revision, and editing, as well as organization and logical progression of paragraphs.  The development of these skills will come from both the model and student essays we will read in class in which we will identify and analyze rhetorical strategies and how meaning is conveyed to a particular audience.  We will use writing as a means of thinking to explore and express ideas, with particular attention to our community and the many perspectives that surround us.  The theme of this class will derive from our personal views about how we see the world, and possibly how the world sees us.  Through specific writing situations, we will discuss our views in writing and learn how to make choices as writers that will best serve the situation.    This class meets the A.A./A.S. degree requirement.  It also prepares students for English 1A.  This class is not recommended for students learning English as a second language.  

Required Materials:

* Patterns for College Writers by Kirzner & Mandell; Bedford/St. Martin’s Publishers, 2004.

* Access to a computer and the Internet for Blackboard

* A 3-whole punch binder large enough to hold all of your work

* Loose-leaf, college ruled paper  

* Several pocket-type folders to turn in portfolios and weekly journals

* Two 3 ½ inch computer disks, flash drive, CD-RWs, etc. to save all of your work

* Money, to bring copies of your essays on workshop days

* A dictionary and thesaurus

* Also, a stapler, paperclips, pocket calendar, pens, pencils, highlighters, and whatever other materials you need in order to keep your work organized and neat

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to accomplish the following:

· Demonstrate critical thinking skills in writing and reading with attention to relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical order, and differentiating between fact and opinion.

· Write complete, varied sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning.

· Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly.

· Use Standard English dialect for noun, verb, and pronoun forms and use verb tenses correctly.

· Write coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences. 

· Develop various patterns of paragraphs and essays.

· Develop the writing process by recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, employing prewriting strategies, selecting and ordering ideas and evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing the paper.

· Use basic library sources to find information and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a short paper based on published sources.

· Use critical thinking in writing, with attention to logical fallacies, relating structures to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical order, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion.

· Demonstrate skill in writing assignments with the use of a computer.

Grading:

English 125 is a credit/no credit course.  This means you will not receive an official letter grade for this class; however, you will receive one of the following assessments:

CR (credit) -


You have passed either the midterm or the final.





You have turned in all paper units.





You have received at least 70% of the course points.





You have participated in class regularly.

NC (no credit) -

You did not pass either the midterm or the final.





You did not receive 70% of the course points.





You did not participate in class regularly.





You turned in work that was plagiarized.

PLEASE NOTE: Your success in this class in contingent on the work you turn in.  The more effort you put forth, the better writer/student you will become.  If you expect to do well in English 1A and in other academic courses that require writing and critical thinking, then you will need to learn something from this course.  I have designed a curriculum that will aid you in this growth.  If you choose not to do the work, then I cannot help you in your path to a successful academic career.  

To receive credit for this course, you must fulfill all four of the above requirements.  The 70% requirement is derived from the following point distribution:

Narrative Unit -



100 possible points

Cause and Effect Unit -


100 possible points

Compare or Contrast Unit -


100 possible points

Argument Unit-



100 possible points

Midterm -




 50 possible points

Final - 





 50 possible points

Homework -




 50 possible points

Blackboard Assignments-


100 possible points








650 possible points

Total points may change depending on class pace

Points for the class will be added together.  The following is an end of the semester breakdown of the grades for this course:

A=  585 – 650

B=  520 – 584

Credit


C=  455 – 519

No Credit

D=  390 – 454




F=       0 – 389

Paper Units:

A unit is a collection of materials created when writing a paper.  The unit must include all drafts, notes, research copies and workshops for that paper.  You will produce four paper units for this class: a narrative unit, the cause and effect unit, the reading response/argument unit, and the compare or contrast unit.  Each paper will be worth a total of 100 possible points.  The following is a breakdown of the points that will be given for each unit’s contents:

First and Second drafts -
10 possible points (5 possible points each)

Workshop -


15 possible points

Final draft -
75 possible points (assessed for content,

                                                organization, and mechanics)






100 possible points

All final drafts must be typed in 12 pt., Times New Roman font and double-spaced according to MLA guidelines.

Save all of your work for this class, you will need it for the units – No excuses.

Late papers:

No late work will be accepted unless prior arrangements are made with me.  This does not include coming to class the day it is due and explaining that you forgot your work or you were unable to finish, and may you please turn it in next class.  Prior arrangements means you have spoken to me or emailed me that you were unable to complete the paper assignment due to extenuating circumstances (illness, computer crashing, death in the family, etc.) – in which case, you will have until the following day by 5:00 PM to turn it in my box where it will be time-stamped.  Paper deadlines will not be extended past the extended deadline.

Midterm and Final:

As you continue through your education, you’ll find that many of your classes use an essay exam.  This is when you are given a particular essay question to answer within an allotted time limit.  We will have practice essay exams during class to help prepare you for the midterm and final.

Blackboard:

You will be given assignments every week to complete and post on Blackboard.  I will also link practice websites to Blackboard in which you will need to do the exercises.  I will be able to track your score and activity.  These need to be completed weekly, prior to our class meeting.  You must also participate in online discussions, workshops, and media work.

Homework:

Almost every night you will be doing homework out of our textbooks.  These assignments are due the following class period.  Most of the assignments will be posted under the “Homework” folder.  I will let you know when you need to bring your work with you to class.  I will grade on completion/accuracy of your work.  These small assignments breakdown the writing process in an accessible way for beginning college writers and will be helpful when you start your own writing process.

Workshops:

Before you turn in your final paper unit, you will get the chance to have your paper read by three of your peers – a live audience – who will offer you feedback that will help you develop your essay further.  You, in turn, will be an attentive and constructive audience to their essays.  I will go over the specifics of how I want the workshops performed in class.  The first workshop will be done in class, after that they will be done online – after you’ve learned what I am looking for and are more familiar with Blackboard.  If you do not participate in the workshop or if your draft is incomplete, you will not receive the 15 points that are possible for the final paper unit.  Workshop group members will receive the full 15 points if they respond fully and clearly with helpful feedback.  Workshops cannot be made up unless other arrangements are made with me prior to the date of workshop.  It is very hard to pass the paper unit without the workshop.  

Attendance:

Students who miss the first day will be dropped from the class.  Prior to the final drop date, students will be dropped after missing three consecutive classes or the equivalent of three weeks of classes.  In addition, students are considered “tardy” if they are 1-10 minutes late.  Three tardies will equal one absence.  Late arrivals or early departures count as ½ an absence.  If students arrive after that time, they will be asked to leave for the day and will receive an absence.   If you only stay half class period it is also ½ an absence.  Attendance and participation are crucial to your success in class.  Most of the information I give will not be repeated at your leisure and none of the work we do in class can be made up.  Being on time is also respectful to your classmates and me.  If you are constantly late, I will consider that to be disruptive behavior and you will be asked to leave the class.

You will also need to “attend” class on Blackboard.  The time you spend completing assignments and interacting on Bb is equivalent to regular class time.  You have to log on frequently.  The advantage is that you can complete the work at your convenience.  The disadvantage is to do the work or log on daily – which means having discipline and a good work ethic.

Disruptive Classroom behavior:

Behaviors that interfere with class work will not be tolerated.  Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way – including the use of cell phones or other electronic devices (ipods, games, etc.) – will be asked to leave the class for the day and will have to see the Dean of Student Services to return to the class.  This also applies to online courtesy.  There should be no derogatory comments made, foul language, and inappropriate material posted on our Bb web page.  Disruptive behaviors that are more serious or persistent may result in removal from the class.

Plagiarism:

Work that is not written by you but is submitted as your own work is plagiarized work.  This can include work that is “edited” by other writer, paper that are “borrowed”, or research materials that are not accurately cited and included on a bibliography.  In essence, you cannot use another’s words or ideas without giving the source proper credit.  This means you need to summarize, paraphrase, or quote correctly.  We will talk about avoiding plagiarism in great detail during the course of the semester.  The penalties for plagiarism can range from an “F” on the assignment to an “F” for the course.  You may even receive a suspension, probation, or expulsion from the school.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  If you have any questions at all about whether you may be plagiarizing, please see me immediately.

