English 125
Writing Skills for College
Fall 2007 (Aug. 27-Dec. 14)
Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Class Time:  T and Th 6:00-8:05 pm or 3:30-5:30 pm
Sanger High School, Room 502
Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com


        austins@csufresno.edu
Phone: (559) 930-3223 
Required Texts: 
Patterns for College Writing Tenth edition, by: Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell
A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage Fourth Edition, by: Larry  Beason and Mark Lester
A College Dictionary
Three-Ring Note Book
Course Description:

Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate reading and writing skills for college level courses. Emphasis will be placed on developing writing skills by modeling writing strategies used by good writers, including how to avoid common grammatical errors. Writing is a process that involves developing critical thinking skills enabling students to explore and express ideas in short papers. Every writing assignment will be critiqued in peer workshop groups and revised several times.
Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus, your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement in the class.

Reading and writing are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. 

Reading responses and/or double-entry journals are intended to get you thinking critically about the text and to help you think about how the writing functions in the text. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and your experiences, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? How did the writer use evidence to make a point? What is the main issue? Double-entry journals will be required for most reading assignments.
Course Requirements:

Attendance is highly important. You will be required to do daily writing assignments in class. If you fall behind in the daily assignments you cannot make them up. You will accumulate points for each assignment that will make up your class participation grade. Your class participation grade will be ten percent of your overall grade for the class. You will be assigned four short essays. Each essay will be worth 200 points or twenty percent of your grade. A final will be given that includes an impromptu essay that will be worth ten percent of your grade for the class.
Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Four days of absence will lower your grade in the class one full letter grade. If you miss more than four days of class you will be dropped from the roll.
Grading:

The four essays assigned will be given letter grades. Short writing assignments done in class will be graded on a point system of 1-10 points. These points will accumulate and make up your class participation grade. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of how each essay will be graded. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the sixteen weeks. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1: Personal Narrative 





 (20%)

2-4 page essay

Essay #2: Process Essay





 (20%)

2-4 page essay

Essay #3: Compare and Contrast Essay                   


 (20%)
2-4 page essay

Essay #4 Argumentative Research Essay



 (20%)

3-5 page essay

Final: Consisting of short answer questions and a timed essay.
 (10%)
3-5 page essay (Hand written)
Class Participation:






 (10%)

Total








         (100%)

90-100 % =   A

80-89 %   =   B

70-79 %   =   C

60-69%    =   D

0-59 %     =   F

An essay paper that is technically correct and meets the criteria established for the assignment will receive a passing grade. If the paper demonstrates competent, college level work, is coherent and demonstrates a knowledge of the subject, if the writer uses fluent dialogue within the academic conversation, if the paper is interesting, well-thought out and creative, and if the paper is reasonably free from mechanical errors, it will receive an A grade. Using spell-check on your computer is a must. Examples of A work will be available. If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to e-mail me at any time. I will be available for appointments. Call or write to schedule an appointment at any time during the eight week course.
Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be required to give written and oral critique of each paper. Criticism is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper needs to be revised, and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the rhetorical strategies the writer used. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. You cannot miss a peer work shop. Final essay papers must be turned in with the rough draft and the work sheets written by the members of your group. An essay that is turned in without this material will be reduced one full grade.
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. No late papers will be accepted. One essay paper can be revised for a higher grade and must be turned in on or before the last day of class. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Class Agenda (Subject to change at anytime)
	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	Aug. 28
	In Class:

· Introductions.
· Syllabus.
· Diagnostic Essay.
· Double-Entry Journals Explained.
· Sentence Structure Discussion.


	Aug. 30
	In Class:
· Free Writing Exercise.
· Rhetorical Framework.
· Reading to Write in Patterns.
· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Lesson One and Two in A Common Sense Guide.    

	Sept. 4
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 
· Read and Respond Exercises in Patterns.
· Lesson Three and Four in A Common Sense Guide.

	Sept. 6
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 
· Handout: “Sentence Structure.” 
· Read and Respond Exercises in Patterns.
· Handout Prompt for Essay #1. 
· Discuss.
· The Writing Process and Invention in Patterns.
Homework: 
·  Write a brief outline of your essay topic.  

	Sept. 11
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond Exercise in Patterns
· Group Discussion of Writing Assignment.
· Lesson Five and Six in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:

· Work on Essay #1.

	Sept. 13
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.

· Abercrombie and Finch Handout.
· DEJ and Summary.
· Lesson Seven in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:
· Revise Summary for Read Around. Work on Essay #1.

	Sept. 18
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 

· Bring DEJ and summary for read around and to discuss. 

· Lesson Eight in A Common Sense Guide.
· Read and Respond. 

· Drafting and Revising in Patterns.
Homework:

· Write a rough draft of essay #1. Bring copies to class for work shop on Thursday.

	Sept. 20

	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Discuss Work Shop Procedure Discussed. 
· Get into groups for peer review. 
· Discuss revision techniques as a class.

Homework:
· Work on Revision of Essay #1. Due Next Thursday.

	Sept. 25
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Lesson Nine in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:

· Revise Essay #1. Final Draft Due on Thursday.

	Sept. 27
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Hand in Essay #1.
· Hand out Prompt for Essay #2.
· Robert Fulgham Essay.
· Discussion of text.
· Lesson 10 in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:

· Free write for essay #2.

	Oct. 2
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Lesson Eleven in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:

· Write an outline for essay #2.

	Oct. 4
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Lesson Twelve in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:
· Work on Rough Draft of Essay #2. Work Shop Papers on Tuesday.  

	Oct. 9
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Discuss Work Shop Procedure.
· Group peer review.
· Discuss. 
 Homework: 
· Revise Essay #2. Final Draft Due Thursday, Oct. 18th. 

	Oct. 11
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Lesson Thirteen in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:
· Work on Final Draft of Essay #2. Due Next Thursday, OCT. 18th.

	Oct. 16
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Lesson 14 in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:
· Work on Final Draft of Essay #2. Due on Thursday.

	Oct. 18
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Hand in Essay #2.
· Hand Out Prompt for Essay #3.
· Discussion.
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
Homework:

· Free write on topic for Essay #3. 

	Oct. 23
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Lesson Fifteen in A Common Sense Guide. 
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
Homework:

· Write an outline for Essay #3.

	Oct. 25
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
·  Discuss revision strategies.

· Reading Exercise in Patterns.
· Lesson Sixteen in A Common Sense Guide.
Homework:
· Work on Rough Draft of Essay #3. Work Shop on Tuesday.

	Oct. 30
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Work Shop Essay #3.

Homework: 
· Revise Essay # 3. Final Draft Due Thursday, Nov. 8th.  

	Nov. 1
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Review.
· Practice making a Thesis.
· Practice Summarizing. 
Homework: 
· Work on Essay # 3. Final Draft Due on Thursday.

	Nov. 6
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Review.
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
Homework: 
· Work on Final Draft of Essay #3. Due on Thursday.

	Nov. 8
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Hand in Essay #3.

· Hand out Prompt for Essay #4.

· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Review for quiz on Thursday Nov. 15th. 
Homework: 
· Brainstorm for essay topic. Come with some idea for class on Tuesday.

	Nov. 13
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Revision Exercises.

· Review for Quiz on Thursday, Nov. 15th.

Homework: 

· Study for Quiz on Thursday.

	Nov. 15
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.
· Quiz.
· Group Brainstorm for Essay Topics.
Homework:

· Write an outline for essay #4.

	Nov.          20 
Nov. 22 No School
Thanksgiving

Vacation
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.
· Discuss outlines for essay #4.
· Read and respond exercises.
Homework:

· Work on Rough Draft of Essay #4.


	Nov. 27

	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.
· Read and Respond in Patterns.
Homework:

· Work on Essay #4. Rough Draft Due Thursday.

	Nov. 29
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.

· Group Work Shop Essay #4.
Homework: 

· Work on essay revision of Essay #4. Final Draft of Essay Due on Thursday Dec. 6th.

	Dec. 4
	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.

· Read and Respond in Patterns.
· Review for Final.

Homework: 

· Work on Final Draft of Essay #4. Due on Thursday..

	Dec. 6
	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.

· Hand in Essay #4.
· Review for Final.

Homework:

· Study for Final.

	Dec. 11
	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.
· Review for final.
Homework:
· Study for Final. Tomorrow.

	Dec. 13
	In Class;

· Final.


