English 125: Writing Skills for College (#53006)
Reedley College: Fall 2007 (3 units)

T TH 9:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M.

Room: T: 
SOC 35

TH:
HUM 62
Instructor: T.J. Koll

Email: trkoll@csufresno.edu
Office Hours: by appointment
Course Prerequisites: Completion of ENGL 252 or placement by the college assessment process.
Required Materials:
Revisiting American: Readings in Race, Culture, & Conflict by Pearson
They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Graff & Birkenstein




Notebook/journal for exclusive use in this class





Computer disk to save work
Writing utensils and notepaper for in-class assignments
Course Description: 
English 125 is designed to assist students in the development of their  academic writing and critical thinking skills. According to the catalog, this is to be accomplished through the writing, revising, and completion of several short academic papers, the reading of model expository essays, and the analysis of rhetorical strategies—but students in this class will be expected to do far more than passively examine and summarize a series of academic texts; students will instead be required to enter into conversations with those texts and the issues to which they speak. Students will learn to use writing as a tool for critical thought, as a process for both deciding one’s stance on important issues and finally expressing those opinions to readers.
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans

B. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently 

C. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support

D. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an 
essay should have ample substance

E. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

F. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece

G. Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

H. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources

I. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document source
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meanings 

B.
Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly

C.
Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly

D.
Differentiate between standard dialects and community dialects and slang, and use dialects appropriately

E.
Study English sentence structures as they relate to meanings and learn to recognize relationships between the ways words are ordered and grouped and the meanings the reader may grasp.  Utilizing punctuation, sentence variety and length, and different styles in modification and diction, the student must say what he or she means and make that meaning clear to the reader.

F.
Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support

G.
Use various patterns of paragraph development, such as spatial and time orders in description and narration, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, example or analogy, and persuasion.  Decisions about organization must be related to the author’s purpose, to the reader, and to the writer’s resources.

H.
Initiate and carry through appropriate use of the writing process:  recognizing the affect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing and finishing the paper

I.
Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, 
consistency, and transitions

J.
Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion

K. 
Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources

Our Conversations: Issues important in American history will play a pivotal role in our classroom conversations and the many texts you will be reading. Slavery, immigration, poverty, religion, suffrage—all will serve as focus points for your critical thinking and writing. Most of these issues remain significant in our modern era, and many are still somewhat controversial. While our conversations in this class will almost always revolve around such controversial topics, it is not my intention or ambition to alter your political beliefs to match my own. You will not be graded on your opinions or ideology.

	Week
	Topic, Activities, and Due Dates

	1
	Introductions; Syllabus, the Process of Writing

	2
	Discuss "Declaration of Independence" & "In Defense of Slavery" (Summary & Dialectic Journaling)

	3
	Discuss "A Policy of Civilization & Assimilation” & "A Native American Response" (Purpose & Audience)

	4
	Introductions, Thesis Statements, & Purposeful Writing (Structure & Argument)

	5
	Discuss "In the Land of the Free" (Literature as Argument)

	6
	Discuss "Fences Against Freedom" (Rhetorical Strategies)

	7
	Project #1 Writing Workshop

Rough Draft of Project #1 Due

	8
	Discuss "The Trial of Sarah Good" (Logical Fallacies, Evidence)
Final Draft of Project #1 Due

	9
	Discuss "The Subjection of Woman" (Rhetorical Strategies)

	10
	Conclusions, Transitions, & Formal Language

	11
	Discuss Choice Assignments

	12
	Organizational Strategies, Coherence, & the Most Common Grammatical Errors

	13
	Project #2 Writing Workshop
Rough Draft of Project #2 Due

	14
	Sources, Evidence, & Quoting

	15
	Prospectus Workshop
Project #3 Prospectus Due

	16
	Split Personality Activity (Anticipating Rebuttals)

	17
	Project #3 Writing Workshop
Rough Draft of Project #3 Due

	18
	Course Final December 11th; Final Draft of Project #3 Due; Turn in Writing Portfolio


Schedule is subject to change without prior notification.
Course Requirements:

Attendance: Since this class is discussion and activity based, students are expected to maintain a good attendance record. I understand that events do occur during the semester that may prevent you from coming to every single class, but participation in our in-class discussions is vital to everyone’s development. Any student who is absent more than four (4) times before the drop date of the ninth week of instruction will be dropped. There are no excused absences and doctors’ notes are unnecessary.
Tardiness disrupts classroom discussions and activities. For this reason, a student arriving to class twenty (20) or more minutes late will be marked absent. Two tardies of less than twenty minutes equal one absence. Since we will often begin class with a short writing assignment, students who are late and miss a respective assignment will receive a zero (0) for it. Leaving early also disrupts the classroom, and therefore any student leaving class early who has not received my permission to do so will also be marked absent. 

Disruptive Behavior, behavior that disrupts or interferes with class work, will not be tolerated. Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the day. More serious disruptions will result in more serious actions. Listen to each other with respect. Do not interrupt your classmates or the teacher. Turn off all cell phones and pagers. Do not sleep. Do not work on assignments from other classes. Do not check your email or surf the web. Keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.

Visitors: College policy prohibits instructors from allowing un-enrolled persons from remaining the classroom after class has begun, and therefore only enrolled students will be allowed in the classroom.
Reading assignments are essential to the objectives of this course. You must complete them and be prepared to discuss them before class. You are not expected to completely understand everything you read. Class discussions and group work is designed to help you have a better understanding of difficult texts. Come to class with questions and/or ideas to share with your instructor and your fellow students. Those students who come to class unprepared and having obviously not read the assignment may be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the period.

Lab Assignments (150 points): Throughout this course, you will be completing and turning fifteen (15) writing assignments. Each of these assignments is worth ten (10) points and will generally be completed on Thursdays in the computer lab.
Quizzes (150 total points): Several classroom sessions will begin with an unannounced quiz on either the assigned reading or the topic discussed at our previous meeting. These quizzes, which are each worth fifteen points (15), cannot be made up. If a student is absent or comes to class after a quiz has begun, he or she will receive a zero.
Writing Workshops (50 points each): Writing is far more than simply the mechanical act of putting words on paper; it is rather a process of thinking, drafting, critiquing, and revising. To aid in this process, students will be required to participate in writing workshops, during which they will examine the assignments of their peers and suggest ways to improve them. These suggestions should and must go far beyond grammatical corrections; they should instead apply to the validity or clarity of an argument, the strengths and weakness of a line of reasoning, the depth of an analysis, etc. Do not be afraid of giving constructive criticism. Points earned for the Prospectus Workshop are not included in this total.
Major Papers (450 total points): During the semester, you will complete a total of three (3) major projects.  Before turning in the final draft of each respective paper, students will be required to turn-in a rough draft, which will receive peer feedback during our many writing workshops and MUST be turned in along with the final draft. Students will then use this feedback in the editing and revising of their final drafts. You are of course encouraged to refer back to writing from in-class assignments and homework while constructing these papers. IMPORTANT NOTE: ALL FINAL DRAFTS MUST BE TYPED AND STAPLED. HANDWRITTEN OR UNSTAPLED PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

All of your assignments are important.  save everything you write AS YOU WILL Turn in all papers at the end of the semester in a final portfolio that showcases your work.
Final (100 points): The final for this course, which is scheduled for December 11th from 9:00 A.M. to 10:50 A.M. will consist of a timed in-class academic essay. More detailed information on the final will be given to students later in the semester.

Grade Scale:

A =  900 – 1000
CREDIT



B =  800 – 899

CREDIT



C = 700 – 799

CREDIT



D = 600 – 699

NO CREDIT



F =  0 – 599

NO CREDIT
Points:
      Paper #1:


150 points



      Paper #2:


150 points



      Paper #3:


150 points

  
       Quizzes:


150 points
                Lab Assignments:


150 points

              
   Workshops:


150 points



Final:


100 points
Policy on Late Papers: All assignments must be turned in on time. Students may, for one and only one major paper during the semester, ask for a one class grace period. Again, this extension may only be used once during the course, and it must be discussed with the instructor before the assignment is officially late. Please do not test me on this. Students who fail to hand in an assignment on time or qualify for a grace period will receive a zero for that assignment. Failing to hand in an assignment due to an absence does not excuse a student from this policy. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own (or having someone else write or edit the paper for you). Reedley College has a written policy statement concerning cheating and plagiarism which includes specific steps that will be taken to punish the student involved.  If cheating or plagiarism is suspected, action can result in anything from receiving an F on the plagiarized assignment to expulsion. Please do not risk it! Occasionally, I will require you to turn in a digital copy of a paper in addition to a hardcopy, which will be checked with RC’s anti-plagiary software.
Canceled Classes: If class is canceled, the college will post an official cancellation notice on the classroom door.
Special Accommodations: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
MLA Documentation Style: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be documented using the Modern Language Association style. All typed assignments should be double-spaced, have a font of no more than 12, Times New Roman, and be typed on only one side of a page.

Important Notes:

· It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this course or any other. Failure to do so may result in an “F” grade being awarded. The last day to drop a class this semester is October 12th.

· This class schedule is set for the semester, which means that all outside appointments and employment hours must be arranged apart from class time.

· Always keep copies of your writing assignments. They prove invaluable if one of your assignments is misplaced.

· All assignments, unless otherwise specified, must be submitted in hardcopy. I will not accept emailed copies or copies left in my mailbox.

Important Dates:

Last day to drop and qualify for a refund:


August 24

Holiday-Labor Day:





September 3

Last day to drop and avoid a “W”:



August 31

Last day to drop and not affect transcripts:


October 12

Holiday-Veterans’ Day:




November 12

Holiday-Thanksgiving:




November 22-24

Finals Week:






December 10-14
