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English 125, College Writing Skills, WF
Instructor:
Mr. Dominguez 

Office/phone: 
Annex 2/ 638-3641, ext 3745


E-mail:
david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:
M from 11:00AM-12:20PM and W,F from 11:00-11:50
Course Description
This course will focus on several important areas: developing of the process of writing, revising, and finishing papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas; avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience; and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas.

Exit Standards
To pass this class, each student must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts; bring the texts to class; complete the assignments on time; receive a passing grade of a “C” or better on the term paper (students who do not earn a “C” or better on the term paper will receive an automatic “D” or “F” for their final semester grade); participate constructively during class; and attend class regularly. In addition, a student must demonstrate a command of the skills listed below:


a. Your ability to write an introduction.



1. thesis



2. supportive material



3. transition


b. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



1. topic sentence



2. example with a direct quotation


3. explanation 



4. transition


c. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



1. restate the thesis



2. restate the supportive material



3. make a final statement


d. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.


e. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.


f. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject


    verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

g. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class.

h. Your ability to follow directions.

Please Purchase the Following Required Texts and Supplies at the RC Bookstore

1. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass.
2. Handbook of Literary Terms by X.J. Kennedy. 

3. The Longman Writer’s Companion by Chris M. Anson.

4. The Hudson Book of Poetry: 150 Poems Worth Reading by McGraw Hill.

5. Fiction: A Pocket Anthology by R.S. Gwynn.

6. A college-ruled, perforated, 8.5” x 11” notebook.

7. A small stapler that you can keep in your backpack at all times.

8. A pocket-size dictionary in book form, not electronic.

9. Pens with black ink or pencils.
Semester Grading
Three short in-class essays.


a. 50 points.


b. 500 words.


c. Graded based on your ability to follow directions, use basic skills, and write good sentences.

One out-of-class term paper.


a. 100 points.


b. 4 full pages.

c. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course’s exit standards. 
To earn a “C” in the class, you must earn at least a “C” on this essay. Students who do not earn a “C” on


this essay will receive an automatic “D” or “F” for their final semester grade.

One final grammar exam:

a. 20 points.


b. Multiple choice. Scantron.
Participation points:


a. Every student begins with thirty participation points. After the ninth week, two participation

    points will be deducted form a student’s grade if he/she is marked absent. Remember, students
 
    are considered absent if, “they are not present during class, tardy, leave class early, or come to


    class unprepared[;] [s]tudents who walk in and out of the classroom or are told to leave the
 
    classroom for being disruptive will be marked absent.” (Class meetings after the ninth week=15.


    15x2=30 participation points).
Semester Grading Scale:
A=300-270



B=269-240



C=239-210



D=209-180



F=179-000
Extra Credit

Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. At then end of the semester, extra credit points will be added to a student’s final semester grade only if that student has passed the course with a “C” or better. Extra credit assignments will focus on the First Wednesday at One Reading Series and on the Reedley College Lecture Series. 
Format for Essays 1-3
1. Essays must be hand-written in large bluebooks (which you can purchase at the bookstore). Use blue ink only.

2. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

3. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.

Format for the Term Paper
1. Essay assignments must be typed in Times New Roman. Font size must be size 12. Text must be double spaced. Print quality must be clear and black.

2. One inch margins: top, bottom.

3. 1.25 inch margins: left, right.
4. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

5. Staple your essay pages together.
6. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.

Missing an Assignment
Out-of-class essay assignments must be turned in on time on the given due dates, or, if previously arranged, before the given due dates. In-class assignments must be completed in class on the scheduled dates.  If a student misses an assignment, the student will receive a zero on the assignment. If a student is unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, the instructor may consider a make-up assignment if the student is able to present appropriate documentation. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. 

Absences and Being Dropped from the Course; Being Tardy; Adding the Course

· Absences and being dropped from the course: Students who miss the first day of class will be automatically dropped from the course. Students may be considered absent if they are not present during class, tardy, leave class early, or come to class unprepared. Students who walk in and out of the classroom or are told to leave the classroom for being disruptive will be marked absent. Students who accumulate five absences by  October 12, 2007, will be dropped from the course.
· Being Tardy: A student is tardy if they walk into the classroom after roll has been taken. 

· Adding: To add the class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to the roster.
Academic Behavior
If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior, that student will be suspended from class. If the student is a problem again, the student will be told to leave the room and referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend a student from ten class meetings. Poor academic behavior includes anything that your instructor finds disruptive. SPECIAL NOTE: cell phones ringing during class is considered disruptive behavior. Students who are suspended from class will be marked absent for each day of suspension.
Plagiarism
If a student is caught plagiarizing any work, he may receive an automatic “F” on the assignment or dropped from the course, with the appropriate grade, and referred to campus administration.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Revision Symbols
The symbols listed below indicate areas of writing that may need to be improved in your work. These symbols will be used by the instructor to mark your composition:

th
= 
thesis

sm
=
supportive material

tr
=
transition

ts  
=
topic sentence

ex
=
example

ct
=
critical thinking 
kw(s)
=
key word(s)
dq
=
direct quotation

mla  
=
citing direct quotations

fs
=
final statement

np
=
new paragraph

pr
=
proofread

f 
= 
fragment

cs 
= 
comma splice

sf 
= 
sentence fuse

?
=
confusing


= 
take out


= 
separate


= 
put together


= 
lowercase


= 
uppercase


= 
insert


= 
good writing


= 
writing needs to improve

syntax
= 
the words you choose to express a thought and the order you put those words in   

                             to form a sentence.
ALSO, if any words are circled, you have a basic skill error, which may include, but is not limited to,  problems with spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.
Instructor’s Biography
Mr. Dominguez is the author of Work Done Right (University of Arizona Press). An earlier collection, Marcoli Sausage, appeared in 2000 as part of Gary Soto’s Chicano Chapbook Series. His poems have appeared in various publications including El Andar, Askew, Bloomsbury Review, Crab Orchard Review, Faultline, and Solo. His work was also featured in the anthology How Much Earth: The Fresno Poets, on the web at Poetry Daily, and in the Poetry in Motion Program. Most recently, his work appeared in the poetry anthology The Wind Shifts: New Latino Poetry. He holds degrees from the University of California at Irvine and the University of Arizona where he completed his M.F.A. in creative writing. He teaches advanced poetry writing and composition at California State University, Fresno, and is a full-time English instructor at Reedley College where he teaches composition, Chicano/ Latino literature, and poetry writing.
Course Outline
	August
	 
	 

	W:
	15-Aug
	Discuss the syllabus. HW: read chapter 7 of Narrative of the Life of Frederick

Douglass

	F:
	17-Aug
	Discuss basic skills.

	W:
	22-Aug
	Read and discuss a poem. Discuss fragments.

	F:
	24-Aug
	Review fragments.

	W:
	29-Aug
	Read and discuss a poem. Discuss comma splices and sentence fuses.

	F:
	31-Aug
	First in-class essay. The topic will be based on chapter 7 of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. This will be a closed note/book essay.

	September
	
	 

	W:
	5-Sep
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “Barn Burning.” 1W1.

	F:
	7-Sep
	Lecture on “Barn Burning.”

	W:
	12-Sep
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “Good Country People.”

	F:
	14-Jun
	Lecture on “Good Country People.”

	W:
	19-Sep
	Read and discuss a poem. Discuss how to write a thesis and paragraphs in the body of the essay. Discuss how to cite direct quotations using the MLA guidelines.

	F:
	21-Sep
	Write an essay in class together. 

	W:
	26-Sep
	Read and discuss a poem. First essay returned. Answer questions.

	F:
	28-Sep
	Second in-class essay.

	October
	
	 

	W:
	3-Oct
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “Hills Like White Elephants.” 1W1.

	F:
	5-Oct
	Lecture on “Hills Like White Elephants.”

	W:
	10-Oct
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “The Chrysanthemums.”

	F:
	12-Oct
	Lecture on “The Chrysanthemums.”

	W:
	17-Oct
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “Cathedral.”

	F:
	19-Oct
	Lecture on “Cathedral.” Group projects assigned.

	W:
	24-Oct
	Group projects.

	F:
	26-Oct
	Group presentations. 

	W:
	31-Oct
	Read and discuss a poem. Second essay returned. Answer questions.

	November
	
	

	F:
	2-Nov
	Third in-class essay. 

	W:
	7-Nov
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” 1W1. 

	F:
	9-Nov
	Lecture on “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?”

	W:
	14-Nov
	Read and discuss a poem. Lecture on “The Red Convertible.”

	F:
	16-Nov
	Lecture on “The Red Convertible.” Group projects assigned.

	W:
	21-Nov
	Work on group projects.

	F:
	23-Nov
	No class meeting.

	W:
	28-Nov
	Group presentations.

	F:
	30-Nov
	Read and discuss a poem. Discuss how to make a list of works cited and how to cite poetry. Term paper assigned. Third essay returned. Answer questions.

	December
	
	 

	W:
	5-Dec
	Term paper due. Review for final grammar exam.

	F:
	7-Dec
	Review for final grammar exam.

	M-F:
	12/10-12/14
	Finals week. Multiple choice. Scantron. 

See final exam schedule for the date of the final exam.                                                                           


Reading Homework

When we are scheduled to discuss a short story in class, always read it before lecture!

Two poems to Discuss in class…What do they tell you about the process of writing?

“The Poet” by Jane Hirshfield

She is working now, in a room
not unlike this one,
the one where I write, or you read.
Her table is covered with paper.
The light of the lamp would be
tempered by a shade, where the bulb's
single harshness might dissolve,
but it is not; she has taken it off.
Her poems? I will never know them,
though they are the ones I most need.
Even the alphabet she writes in
I cannot decipher. Her chair --
let us imagine whether it is leather
or canvas, vinyl or wicker. Let her
have a chair, her shadeless lamp,
the table. Let one or two she loves
be in the next room. Let the door
be closed, the sleeping ones healthy.
Let her have time, and silence,
enough paper to make mistakes and go on.

“The Writer” by Richard Wilbur 

In her room at the prow of the house

Where light breaks, and the windows are tossed with linden,

My daughter is writing a story.


I pause in the stairwell, hearing

From her shut door a commotion of typewriter-keys

Like a chain hauled over a gunwale.

Young as she is, the stuff

Of her life is a great cargo, and some of it heavy:

I wish her a lucky passage.


But now it is she who pauses,
As if to reject my thought and its easy figure.
A stillness greatens, in which


The whole house seems to be thinking,
And then she is at it again with a bunched clamor
Of strokes, and again is silent.


I remember the dazed starling
Which was trapped in that very room, two years ago;
How we stole in, lifted a sash


And retreated, not to affright it;
And how for a helpless hour, through the crack of the door,
We watched the sleek, wild, dark


And iridescent creature
Batter against the brilliance, drop like a glove
To the hard floor, or the desk-top,


And wait then, humped and bloody,
For the wits to try it again; and how our spirits
Rose when, suddenly sure,


It lifted off from a chair-back, 
Beating a smooth course for the right window
And clearing the sill of the world.

It is always a matter, my darling
Of life or death, as I had forgotten.  I wish
What I wished you before, but harder.

Occasionally, your instructor may have to change the syllabus during the semester. Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus.


