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ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE

EH 45 – TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT
COURSE DESCRIPTION
· Advisories:

Eligible for English 125, English 126, and Math 1

· Fall Semester:
2 lecture & lab hours per week


3 units





Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:00-8:50 a.m., and




Thursdays 9:00-11:50 a.m.
· Catalog Description

An introductory course in the maintenance and management of turfgrasses that includes sports athletic fields, golf courses, parks, cemeteries, commercial and residential lawns.  Discussion will focus on identification, installation, cultural requirements, and maintenance practices.  (Emerging areas of sports, golf course, and recreation turf management will be highlighted.)

COURSE MATERIALS OF INSTRUCTION

· Textbook:
Turfgrass Science & Management, Emmons, Robert
Certified Landscape Technician – Common Core & Maintenance Test Booklet – CLCA & PLANET

Other(s)  TBA
· Materials:
10 x hand lens (magnifying glass)
Three-ring binder

Casual dress recommended for lab sessions, shoes required

ATTENDANCE
· Attendance is required since most of the learning occurs in a lecture/lab setting.

· Students are responsible for obtaining notes/information missed due to absence from the instructor.

· Please notify the instructor if you know in advance that you will be absent from class.
· College policy dictates that an instructor should drop a student with two consecutive weeks of unexcused absences.  Three tardies equals one absence.

· At the end of the 9th week of instruction, no withdrawals are permitted and the student must receive a letter grade for the class.  The last day to drop a class is Friday, October 12, 2007.
POLICY ON CHEATING & PLAGIARISM

In keeping with the philosophy that students are entitled to the best education available, and in compliance with Board Policy 5410, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attaining an education.  Violation of this policy may result in disqualification for the course.

POLICY ON SMOKING
Reedley College is committed to providing a smoke-free campus for its students and staff.  Smoking is not permitted in or within 15 feet of any building, and during class sessions.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICES
All cell phones and related devices shall not be operative during class lecture, laboratory, and field trip sessions.  Disruption of class instruction (i.e., exiting/ entering classroom) for the use of these devices will not be allowed.

METHODS FOR MEASURING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & DETERMINE GRADES

· Writing Assignments






20%
Laboratory Reports, Reading Reports, Written Homework

· Skill Demonstrations/Problem-solving



20%
Class Performance, Field Work, Homework Problems

· Examinations







60%
Multiple Choice, True/False, Matching, Short Essay

· Grades are determined through a numerical point system:
A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = 59% or less

COURSE OUTCOMES


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Define common terms used in turfgrass management and productio9n

· Identify common warm and cool season turfgrass species and their uses.  Also substitutes to turfgrass
· Describe and practice the procedure to properly prepare a site for planting

· Describe the criteria for mowing cool and warm season grasses

· Describe the process for evaluating nutrient needs, and applying fertilizer materials

· Describe the process for evaluating moisture needs, and the irrigation of turfgrass

· Explain the relationship of soil, turf, and climate

· Describe the process for evaluating the soil and turf aeration, and how to correct problems associated with these areas

· Explain the processes for planting by seeds and vegetative materials including seeding, sodding, and variations – hydroseeding, drill seeding, pre-germination, washed soil, big roll

· Recognize and outline a control procedure for insects, diseases, and weeds

· Select and operate turf equipment safely

· Troubleshoot and maintain a variety of turf equipment

· Formulate and implement a turfgrass management program

· Understand specialized needs of sports and golf course turf management

COURSE OUTLINE
· Survey of the Turfgrass Industry

· Turfgrass Varieties – Cool & Warm Season

· Soil Preparation

· Three Basics – Mowing, Fertilizing, Irrigation

· Aeration – Soil Aerification

· Thatch Control – Turf Aerification

· Planting Methods – Seed & Vegetative

· Pest Control – Insects, Diseases, Weeds

· Equipment – Turf & General

· Maintenance Programming

SCHEDULE

August
14
Week 1
Introduction, Turfgrass Industry



21
Week 2
Variety Selection – Warm Season




28
Week 3
Variety Selection – Cool Season


September
  4
Week 4
Soil Preparation, Turf Equipment




11
Week 5
Planting Methods – Sexual 

Exam #1




18
Week 6
Planting Methods – Asexual




25
Week 7
Mowing & Horticulture Futures Field Day


October
  2
Week 8
Fertilizing




  9
Week 9
Irrigation







Exam #2



16
Week 10
Irrigation




23
Week 11
Aeration




30
Week 12
Thatch Control


November
  6
Week 13
Insects







Exam #3



13
Week 14
Diseases




20
Week 15
Weeds




27
Week 16
Maintenance Programming


December
  4
Week 17
Maintenance Programming





Week 18
FINAL EXAM – Thursday, December 11,







8:00-9:50 a.m.

Think and practice safety at all times!
