BIOLOGY 3: Natural History Approach to Biology

Spring 2007

Instructor:  Amie Mazzoni

Office Hours M, W: 1100 – 12:00am; F:  9:00 – 10:00 a.m.,  FEM 10

Phone:  638-3651 #3499

E-mail:  amie.mazzoni@reedleycollege.edu

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

     A.
Title:  Biology 3 – Natural History Approach to Biology

     B.
Prerequisite:  None - Just the desire to learn. 

C.
Summary:  Biology 3 is a Natural History approach to Biology. It is an integrated approach using ecology to establish the interrelationships between plants, animals, man and the planet earth.  Emphasis is placed on local flora & fauna, biotic communities and field trips.  This class is recommended for the non-
science and pre-education majors.  Biology 3 satisfies the general education science requirement.

D.
Biology 3 is a 4 unit class with 3 hours lecture and 2 hours laboratory each week.

II.  REQUIRED MATERIALS:

  
1.  Text:  Tobin, A., Asking About Life, 3rd  edition (2000) Brooks/Cole 
      
                Publishing.

 2.  Text:  Sierra Nevada Natural History, revised ed.  Storer, T., Usinger,   
       R., & Lukas, D.  Univ. of California Press. 2004.  

  
3.  Scantron form 886 (X6)


4.  Biology Drawing Paper for lab plates


5.  Camera – for field trips

III.  OPTIONAL, BUT RECOMMENDED:

  
1.  Colored pencils (hard graphite) (no flow pens or crayons)

IV.  NO FOOD, BEVERAGE, CELLULAR PHONES OR PROFANITY AT ANY                   

      TIME!!!  

V.  ATTENDANCE:

You are expected to be on time for each laboratory and lecture session.  Tardiness may be construed as an absence from the class.  Be aware that 3 tardies = 1 absence.  This is very important because if you miss more hours than 5 hours of class or lab, you will be dropped unless your instructor has been informed of the extenuating circumstances causing your absences. 

VI.  TESTS AND EVALUATIONS:

  A.  Grading


Description






Points Possible


Syllabus Tour






15


Textbook Tour






15


10 Lab Plates (drawings) (10 @ 10 pts. each)


100


10 Unannounced Quizzes (10 @ 10 pts. each)


100


6 Exams (100 pts. each)





600


Performance Art Projects (50 pts. Each)



100


Photo Essay Project 





100

Approximate Total Points = 





1030

90% = A
80% = B
70% = C
60% = D
59% and below = F

  B.  
Exams will include multiple choice questions and usually 5-10 short essay 
questions.  

C.
Laboratory/Lecture Quizzes will consist of questions concerning the previous labs/lectures and/or the current day’s lab/lecture.  These quizzes are open note.  Only your own notes can be used, no handouts or books.  Quizzes may NOT be made up.  Quizzes may also be given at the end of a laboratory or lecture.

D. 
Lab Plates (drawings) will be due, without notice, at the beginning of the next lab.  Approximately 10 plates will be collected throughout the semester, which will roughly total one exam.  Extra time and neatness as well as accuracy are very 
important to a successful laboratory grade.  See the LAB DRAWING HAND OUT for more details on how the lab drawings will be graded.  

E.
Make-up exams will be oral or essay at the discretion of the instructor. It is highly 
recommended that you call before an absence!  You have approximately one week to make-up any missed lecture exam.  After one week any missed grade may not be made up unless prior written arrangements have been made to ensure quality work and fairness to the instructor and the other students.

F.  
There will be two performance art projects which will be presented to the class during a laboratory session. The photo essay project will require you to travel into the mountains to conduct independent research.  You will be responsible for providing your own transportation.  

If you have a need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act(ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
