Reedley College Art Department

Art 7- Beginning Drawing 

Art 17- Intermediate Drawing 
Art 43- Independent Study
Course Syllabus

Fall  2007
Instructor:  Andrew Kosten

Office Hours:  By appointment

Email Address:  andrewkosten@clearwire.net
Class Meeting Time: T, Th, 1:00 PM- 3:50 PM
Class Location:  Art Bldg. Room. 159
Code:  58018 (Beginning)   58104 (Intermediate) 52533
Credits:  3.0 Undergraduate
Class Dates: August 13th, 2007- December 14th, 2007
I. Important Dates
August 13th, 2007-     Fall classes begin.

August 31st, 2007-     Last day to add full term fall classes with add code. 

                                               Last day to drop classes without a “W” and be         eligible for a refund.

September 3-             Labor Day Holiday. No Class.

September 14-           Last Day to change a fall class to/from a CR/NC grading basis.                                  
October 12th-              FINAL DROP DATE for Fall classes with a grade of W     and no refund. Letter grades assigned after this date.
November 12th-          Veterans Day. No Class. 

November 22nd-24th-  Thanksgiving Holiday. No Class.

December 10th-14th -  Final Exams Week. 
December 14th, 2007- End of Fall Semester
II. Attendance

· Late arrivals and early departures from class constitute ½ an absence. Two late arrivals or early departures equal one absence, etc.
· Three absences will be allotted to students but after third absence each additional absence will hinder your ability to pass this course.

· More than three absences will have a negative effect on your grade.
· It is Board Policy that students who miss two or more weeks of class meetings before the 9th week of class can be dropped.

· Deductions for tardy marks and absences will be tallied in overall score at mid semester and at semester final.

III. Daily Class Procedure


Class will begin promptly at 1:00 PM and end at 3:50 PM. It is important that you arrive to class on time as project assignments and goals for that specific day are established.  Also, any demonstrations and lectures will most likely be given at the beginning of the class period so make your best effort to be on time! The bulk of the workload for this course will be covered during class hours, though be prepared to allot time outside of class to work on projects and sketchbooks.

Respect for fellow students is of utmost importance in this class. If a student is consistently being disruptive in any way to the successful operation of the class that student may be asked to leave and if necessary may be dropped from the roster. 


Lectures and group discussions, and critiques will take place on a regular basis so be prepared to respect the opinions of others and take part in discussions. At the end of every class period, 10 minutes will be set aside in order to clean up and reorganize the drawing room.
IV. Text


No text is required for this course, though recommendations for optional readings may be given.

V. Materials and Supplies

All materials will be provided by the student and are as follows:
-1 Drawing board. Either from art supply store or Reedley College book store if available.

¼ , 20”x 26” particle board sheet can be acquired at Lowe’s Home Depot and most  hardware stores.

-1  18”x 24” drawing pad. (Newsprint)
- Artists portfolio. Something big enough to fit  18” x 24” sheets of paper.

- 2 to 4 bulldog clips to hold paper to drawing board.

-1  24” or 36” straight edge or ruler

- 1 utility knife or Xacto knife

- Paper towels or rags

- 8 ½” x 11”  OR  9”x 12” sketchbook

- 18” x 24” drawing pad (Strathmore)
- Fixative (Aquanet Brand Hairspray is a good and inexpensive substitute)

- Toolbox or container to hold art supplies

- Masking tape

- Compressed charcoal sticks, 12 pack

- Compressed charcoal pencils (soft, medium, and hard)

- 2 boxes of vine charcoal, Soft and Medium Hardness.

- Erasers: 2 Kneaded rubber, 2 Pink erasers. (More may be needed later.)
- 1-2 ebony graphite pencils

- 1 stippling stick for blending and smudging of charcoal

- Ziplock or plastic bags for clean storage of charcoal, erasers and other materials.

**** Students will be notified if any other materials are needed****

Art supplies may be obtained locally at Allard’s Art Supply in Fresno. The Reedley College Bookstore. Office Depot or Staples for pencils, erasers, sketchbooks, etc.

Online.  Most supplies on this list can be found online or in catalogs and are often times cheaper. Some suggestions are www.dickblick.com, www.danielsmith.com, and www.utrecht.com.
VI. Course Description


The purpose of this course is to familiarize the student with various technical approaches and mediums necessary to successfully render three dimensional objects from life on a two dimensional surface. The class will study and practice basic technical disciplines such as line quality, sight measuring, proportion, value, etc. and proceed to more advanced levels of visual expression and two dimensional design elements. Critiques, lectures, and in class group discussions will be commonplace in order to enhance the students’ ability to speak about drawing on an objective and technical level. 
VII. Objectives


By the end of class the, student should be accomplished in the following areas:

· Working knowledge of various mediums and relevant vocabulary.
· Ability to discuss drawing principles in an academic setting.

· The development of basic drawing skills necessary to be competent in advanced art courses.

· A strong work ethic.

· Appreciation for drawing and art as it pertains to the complexity and diversity of the human experience

VIII. Evaluation and Grading Criteria

1. Work Ethic- A strong work ethic is vital to your success in this class. A strong work ethic entails the ability to successfully apply methods learned and willingness to put forth effort to overcome difficulties and expand your knowledge base.

2. Critiques- Students will be expected to take part in group discussions pertaining to completed works and assignments. Instructor led critiques will analyze successful and unsuccessful aspects of presented works as they fit within the framework of the current assignment.
3. In Class Projects and Assignments- Students are expected to complete assignments successfully within the allotted time frame according to the parameters of that particular project. All drawings will be kept in portfolios in order to document progress. There will be a mid semester and final portfolio review.
4. Sketchbooks- The sketchbook is mandatory in this class. Think of the sketchbook as a visual diary of sorts. Use it to experiment with techniques and ideas covered in class and feel free to experiment with any medium you choose whether it be charcoal, lead, pen and ink, etc. Remember to value the sketchbook as an important instrument to hone your skills and exert creative energy, as it can serve as a documentation of a certain time and place in your life.
          Grading:



Final grades will be determined by successful completion of in class projects, in class critique participation, and homework assignments. Overall craftsmanship and quality of completed assignments will be evaluated based on parameters set for that particular project. Attendance and work ethic is vital and will reflect heavily on grading. Finally, come to class prepared!  Students are expected to arrive to class with all necessary art materials or will be counted absent.
Final evaluations of student work will be reflected by the following point system.
  *Adjustments and/or additions may be made to point system if necessary.*
Sight Measuring/Proportion                                                                         /50 points

Value                                                                                                   Shape/Form/Spatial Relationship Studies                                                 /50 Points

                                                                                                            Value/Shading Studies                                                                                /50 points

Texture Project                                                                                             /50 points

Self Portrait Project                                                                                      /50 points

Perspective Study                                                                                        /50 points

Grading Criteria:

A-  Consistently outstanding, superior work. Significant growth in skill, development and demonstrated ability in understanding and assimilating presented concepts

B-   Consistently good, above average work. Demonstrated improvement and growth in skill development and concept assimilation.
C-   Consistently adequate in growth and average progress in skill development and concept assimilation. Meets minimum levels of acceptance in the grading criteria.

D-   Below average, less than adequate in growth and improvement. Meets minimum levels of acceptance in some but not all grading criteria.

F-   Unsatisfactory, unacceptable, insufficient improvement. Does not meet minimum levels of acceptance in any criteria.

W-  Withdrawals. See the Reedley College General Catalog for the withdrawal policy.
I-   Incompletes will only be issued under extreme circumstances. Refer to the Reedley College General Catalogue for more information.
IX.  Late Projects and Redo Policy


Students will be allowed to rework any project if they are not satisfied with the final product or grade.  A new deadline will be set for the completion of that particular project and significant effort and improvement must be shown in order to improve ones grade. Reworked projects showing very little effort and improvement will not be considered.  Take note that any extended deadline for the reworking of a project should not interfere with subsequent class projects and assignments. Be prepared to set aside time outside of class in order to rework projects, as in class time will be spent only on current projects.
XI. Academic Dishonesty


Cheating or plagiarism will be dealt with according to the Student Code of Conduct. Consequences range from reprimand to expulsion.

XII. Academic Accommodation     

      If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ASA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. In addition, it is your responsibility to contact the Disabled Student Services Office at extension 3332 to request Academic Accommodation.  

XIII. Health and Safety

Some of the materials used in this class may be harmful or fatal with repeated or prolonged overexposure. Care must be taken to avoid misuse.  

-Eating in class is not allowed as chemicals and paints from some media can be transferred to your food by messy hands.  

-Read product warnings and follow safe-handling instructions. No toxic solvents or thinners will be used in this class.  

-Wipe-up spills immediately. Do not assume that everyone is aware of the spill.  

-Inform the instructor immediately of any safety hazards or accidents.   

XIV. Headphones, Cell Phones, and Food in Class

 Headphones are prohibited during class hours.  

Such devices are a distraction to the students and instructor.  Furthermore, use of headphones inhibits your ability to communicate with those around the student, thereby inhibiting the learning experience.  

 Cellular phones must be turned off during class. 
If a student’s cellular phone rings during class, that student will be asked to leave for the duration of the class.  This will be considered an “Early Departure” in terms of attendance. 

 Food and Drink are strictly prohibited in the classroom.
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