Forrest C. Williams

Summer 2006

Reedley College

General Psychology (PSY 2) Syllabus


Instructor:  Forrest C. Williams
Class Information

Schedule #78472
Room: CCI-203 

Meet: MWF (10:00-12:05)




Start Date:  June 26, 2006

End Date:  August 4, 2006 

Units:  3  

Students are advised to read information from the Administrative Requirements section of your SCCCD College Catalog:


Specific sections of interest include:  1) Student Conduct Standards; 2) 
Academic Dishonesty, including Cheating and Plagiarism; 3) Attendance.  

Instructor Information

Office:

I have no office hours: E-Mail Address:  forrestskf@aol.com.  

· Use e-mail to communicate questions or comments of a personal nature.
· ALWAYS use PSY 2 as the subject for ALL e-mail messages.

· ALWAYS include your first and last name, class title and class time in the message.  

· You may wish to include a phone number in case I have difficulty replying to the e-mail message due to technical problems.  

· Send class-related messages only; for example, do not send jokes or political information.  

· If I do not reply within 48 hours, assume that I did not get the message and resend it.  Please note in the message that this is a second attempt.  

Required Textbook  
Nevid, J.S. (2003).  Psychology: Concepts and Applications (1st edition).  Houghton Mifflin Co.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to write an essay and/or pass an exam based on course lectures, reading assignments, and/or media presentations that describes:

1. The origins of psychology.
2. Contemporary perspectives in psychology, including personality theory.
3. Who psychologists are and what they do.
4. Research methods in psychology.
5. Biological foundations of behavior.
6. Concepts of sensation and perception.
7. States of consciousness, including sleeping, dreaming, altering consciousness through meditation, hypnosis, and drugs.
8. Basic principles of learning, memory, thinking, language, intelligence, motivation, and emotion.
9. Key elements of child, adolescent, and adult development.
10. Psychological disorders and methods of psychotherapy.
11. Group influences on individual behavior. 

The college places a strong emphasis on attendance in all classes.  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Students are expected to be in the classroom at the time that class begins.  

It is YOUR responsibility to drop the class by notifying the Records Office by the drop deadline!
Participation

In-Class Participation

I will be awarding in-class participation points based on group discussions and replies to questions that I pose in class on a random basis.  You will NOT be able to make-up in-class participation points that you miss out on because of an absence.  
Exams

You will need to bring a Pearson NCS Test Sheet 50/W (Form No. 95946) and a #2 pencil for all exams.  These can be purchased in the FCC Bookstore.  If you use the wrong test sheet, I will hand score your exam and drop your score by one letter grade.    

There will be four (4) exams.  I will drop your lowest test score at the end of the semester.  Test questions may come from textbook, additional lecture materials, videotapes, etc.  Some of the test questions may cover material learned from previous tests; this would be announced in class.

Test dates are listed on the course schedule.  A missed test will count as zero points.  I WILL NOT BE GIVING MAKE UP TESTS or allowing tests to be taken after the test date; there will be NO EXCEPTIONS.  

Assessment (Grades)

Your final grade for the course will be based on the following:

1. In-class participation: 5.5 pt each (100 pts.).
2. Exams: 100 pt each (300 pts.).
3. Paper assignments: 100 pt each (200 pts.).
Letter grades will be earned as follows:

540-600    points
=  
A








480-539    points
=
B








420-479    points
=
C








360-419    points
=
D








359-000    points
=
F
Important Dates
June 26
June 28

June 30

July 3



July 5


Exam#1
July 7


Paper # 1 Due
July 10

July 12


July 14
Exam #2

July 17

Paper #2 Due

July 19

July 21



July 24

Exam #3

July 26
July 28
July 31

August 2

August 4 

Exam #4 
This is a tentative schedule and I reserve the right to change components of the syllabus at my discretion! 
