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Reedley College

Psychology 2 – General Psychology / Summer 2006

ONLINE

Syllabus – Modified June 9, 2006
	 Instructor:  Liz Clark                       Office: N/A                                        Phone:  638-3641 ext.3807
 Office hours:  TBA                                           Email: liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu
 Textbook: Berenstein, Douglas A., Nash, Peggy W.  Essentials of Psychology: Third Edition, with CD


COURSE DESCRIPTION

General Psychology introduces students to a broad range of psychological topics and terminology, theorists and theories, research methods, and major problems of the discipline itself.  Topics include but are not limited to social psychology, the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, cultural influences, consciousness, memory and learning, developmental processes, psychological disorder and treatment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Learn to evaluate psychological data using the concepts, theories, and methods developed from an empirical, scientific perspective.

· Develop skills of “skeptical inquiry” when evaluating theories and explanations of individual behavior.

· Develop an intellectual curiosity and appreciation for their own existence and their inter-dependency with others and their environment.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Your final evaluation in the class is on the following criteria and grading scale:

1. Homework Assignments              10pts each                    80 pts.               (approx.19.0%)     

2. Net Labs                                           5 pts. each                  40 pts.               (approx.10.0%)   


3. Asynchronous participation         15 pts. each                120 pts               (approx. 28.0%)     

4. Midterm Exam 
    50 pts.                                                     (approx.12.0%)
 

5. Final Comprehensive Exam
   130 pts.                                                    (approx. 31.0%)
    


                 

                   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



          

                     420  pts.                                                            100.0%

Your course grade is based on the total number of points obtained as a percent of the total points possible.

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION
College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than 1 class session in the eight-week Summer School format.  

Students can drop a Summer School class by June 21 and avoid a W. Students can drop a Summer School Class before July 8 to avoid an F.

Due to the brevity of the Summer School format, no credit will be given for late work.

FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
The final exam will consist of 8 essays that correlate course material with the movie, A Beautiful Mind.

You choose ANY eight chapters from the book.  Please discuss the concepts in each chapter then relate that information to the segments of the film that exemplifies the concepts.  Label each chapter clearly please. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS – ALL ASSIGNMNETS MUST BE POSTED NO LATER THAN MIDNIGHT OF THE DUE DATE –

 Please post your assignments in the Blackboard chapter folder that coincides with the assigned chapter. 

For all of the writing assignments, please use good grammar, check your spelling, and review your work to be sure you are being as clear as possible – PROOF, PROOF, PROOF!!! General Psychology is a transferable course and it is important you express yourself clearly in each writing assignment and interaction.  If you have difficulty with writing clearly, contact the online tutoring center (information on Blackboard homepage).

Asynchronous contributions:  Each of you will post two comments, questions for each chapter assigned.  Then, you will offer 3 contributions (questions, comments, additions) to your classmates’ posts.  These are to be well written contributions that extend our learning beyond, “I like what you said” or “Good post”.  This is a time to demonstrate your critical thinking skills (critical thinking handout posted on Blackboard)

NetLabs: Please choose any of the netlabs (on the CD) that interest you and coincide with the chapter we are covering. When you complete the netlab, please post a minimum of one paragraph sharing what you learned.
Homework assignments:  Homework is an important element of our interactive learning. Many of these assignments will ask specific questions regarding material covered in the text and/or our asynchronous/synchronous time and will serve as a study guide for exams. There is a written homework assignment connected to each chapter we are covering in the text. 
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism, which includes specific steps that will be taken in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 
· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act, which consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material used as one’s own work.
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