HISTORY 12

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 1865

INSTRUCTOR:  Paul Beckworth  EMAIL:  paul.beckworth@reedleycollege.edu  PHONE:  (559) 936-1721

CLASSROOM, DAY & TIME:  SOC-35, MTWTHF, 8:00AM-10:25AM

REQUIRED TEXT:  American History, A Survey, Volume 2, 11th Edition, by Alan Brinkley

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course traces the development of the United States from 1865 to present,            

providing an overview of the events and factors that have transformed America into the nation it is today.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Students will examine the settlement of the Far West and its impact on the                   

Indians there, industrial development of the nation, and its transformation into a modern urban industrial 

society.  America’s wars since 1865 will also be examined.  Immigration, racism, religion and their impacts on

American culture will be studied as well as economic changes, social movements, and political 

developments.  Basically, we will study how America now has been molded by America then.

SEATING CHART:  A seating chart will be prepared at the start of the semester assigning each student an 

assigned seat.  If you want or need to sit in the front for whatever reason, please let the instructor know.  Once 

the seating chart is complete, all students will be required to sit in their assigned seats.

CELL PHONE ALERT:  Cell phones, ipods, blackberries, and other similar electronic devices are to be 

turned off and out of sight during the class.  No headphones allowed.

CORE ASSIGNMENTS:  

Examinations: 3 @ 100 points each based on assigned reading and lectures

Research paper:  200 points. A five-page paper on an array of topics to be provided by the instructor is required.

Quizzes:  10 @ 20 points each based on assigned reading.

Homework:  2 @ 50 points.  Map assignments.

Final: 200 points.  This final will not be comprehensive.  Based on assigned reading and lecture.

Extra Credit Points: 50 points

GRADING:  

Total points=300 points (3 exams)+ 200 points (research paper)+ 200 points (10 quizzes)+ 100 (2 homework assignments) + 200 points (final)=1000 points 

900-1000= 90-100%= A

800-899= 80-89%= B

700-799= 70-79%= C

600-699= 60-69%= D

*NOTE*  Makeup tests are given under only the most extenuating circumstances and it is up to the student to make arrangements to do the makeup test.  All make-ups must be done within two days.  If a known school activity or personal appointment conflicts with a test, the student must let the instructor know beforehand and arrange to take the test at another time.  The term paper is due at the beginning of class on June 14.  No late papers will be accepted.
*NOTE* Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will be given an automatic F for the course.

DROP DEADLINE DATE: Students may withdraw from this course without a letter grade until June 09.  After that date everyone enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Consistent attendance and participation is a must for this course.  Roll will be taken each class period.  Three tardies constitute an absence.  Students who leave early will be marked absent.  Every student is allowed to miss two classes without penalty.  After that the student will dropped from the course, no excuses.  

NOTE:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.

PLAN TO SUCCEED:  Be prepared each class period and ready for each test or quiz.  Take good notes, ask questions.  Get comfortable; it’s a long class, five days a week.  Don’t plan on just “getting by.”  This class will be hard if you are not giving 100%.  Good luck.  

RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT

Since this class is only a four-week course, you must start your research immediately.  Research papers are due on June 14th, at the beginning of class.  No late papers will be accepted.  A list of topics is at the back of the syllabus.  Your topic will be from one of the topics available.  This paper is to be based on concrete research, not opinion.  Resources are to be documented, and noted properly.  Write the paper as if the reader has never heard of your topic.  

Do not use the words or phrases I, me, you, I think, in my opinion; or so on until the last paragraph of the research paper.  Pay close attention to spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

Paper Specifications:

Five-pages, of content, in length, AT LEAST.  A paper shorter than five full pages of content will not be accepted.

12-point font double-spaced

Cover page consisting of name, date, class, and name of research paper

Each page will start at the top of the paper

Except for the cover paper and page one, each page with be numbered in the top right corner

Each quote or citation used must be documented 

At least 10 works must be cited within the body of the research paper.  A works cited page must show all 10 citations, in alphabetical order.  Only three Internet sites may be used.  The rest works cited must be in the form of books, newspaper articles, and magazines.  The works cited page is part of the paper.  No paper without a works cited page will be accepted.

HOW THE PAPER WILL BE GRADED

The paper is worth 200 points

Content-100 points

Spelling-40 points

Clarity-20 points

Punctuation-10 points

Grammar-10 points

Works cited-20 points

HISTORY 12 READING AND LECTURE SCHEDULE

CLASS 1 TUES MAY 30                                                                                                                       

Intro to History 12 

Syllabus handout 

Chapter 16

The Far West 

Collision of cultures

CLASS 2 WED MAY 31

Chapters 17 & 18

Industrialization

Age of the City

CLASS 3 THUR JUNE 01

Chapter 20

The Spanish-American War

American Imperialism

CLASS 4 FRI JUNE 02

Chapters 21 & 22

Theodore Roosevelt & Progressivism

CLASS 5 MON JUNE 05

**TEST 1***

CHAPTER 23

World War I

Treaty of Versailles and Woodrow Wilson

CLASS 6 TUES JUNE 06

Chapters 25 & 26

The Great Depression & The New Deal

CLASS 7 WED JUNE 07

Chapters 27 & 28, p. 748-769

*Map assignment due*

Coming of World War II

The war in Europe, and the Homefront

CLASS 8 THUR JUNE 08

Chapter 28, p. 769-774

*Map assignment due*

The Pacific War & The End of World War II

CLASS 9 FRI JUNE 09
***TEST 2***

Chapter 29

Postwar and the Cold War

CLASS 10 MON JUNE 12

Chapter 30

The Affluent Society

CLASS 11 TUES JUNE 13

Chapter 31, p. 836-841

The Civil Rights Movement

CLASS 12 WED JUNE 14

***TERM PAPER DUE***

Chapter 31, p. 830-836

John F. Kennedy & Lyndon Johnson

CLASS 13 THUR JUNE 15

Chapter 31, p. 841-857

Chapter 32, p. 879-882

The Vietnam War

CLASS 14 FRI JUNE 16

***TEST 3***

Chapter 32 

Crisis of Authority, Nixon and Watergate

CLASS 15 MON JUNE 19

Chapter 33

Ford and Carter

CLASS 16 TUES JUNE 20

CHAPTER 33

Reagan and the 1980s

CLASS 17 WED JUNE 21

Chapter 34

1990s to today

CLASS 18 THUR JUNE 22

The impact of sports, movies and music on America

CLASS 19 FRI JUNE 23

FINAL EXAMINATION

RESEARCH PAPER TOPICS

Billy the Kid_________________________________________________________________________

Battle of Little Big Horn________________________________________________________________

Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce__________________________________________________________

The Real Jesse James_________________________________________________________________

Andrew Carnegie_____________________________________________________________________

1906 San Francisco Earthquake__________________________________________________________

California Gold Rush__________________________________________________________________

The Irish in America___________________________________________________________________

History of New York City_______________________________________________________________

The Zoot Suit Riot____________________________________________________________________

The Spanish-American War_____________________________________________________________

The Rough Riders_____________________________________________________________________

John Muir___________________________________________________________________________

“Birth of A Nation”____________________________________________________________________

History of the car_____________________________________________________________________

TheWrightBrother’sFlight______________________________________________________________

Thomas Edison_______________________________________________________________________

Rise of segregation in the South__________________________________________________________

Battle of Belleau Wood_________________________________________________________________

Harlem Hellfighters___________________________________________________________________

Influenza epidemic of 1919_____________________________________________________________

Prohibition__________________________________________________________________________

History of the Oakland Raiders__________________________________________________________

1929 Crash__________________________________________________________________________

The Dust Bowl_______________________________________________________________________

The Central Valley in the Depression______________________________________________________

The Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s__________________________________________________________

“Gone With the Wind” and its impact_____________________________________________________

The Presidency of Franklin Roosevelt_____________________________________________________

Pearl Harbor_________________________________________________________________________

The Manhattan Project_________________________________________________________________

D-Day______________________________________________________________________________

The Battle of Midway__________________________________________________________________

The Battle of Iwo Jima_________________________________________________________________

The rise of television and its impact_______________________________________________________

Elvis and his influence on rock n roll______________________________________________________

The peace movement during the Vietnam War______________________________________________

The Kennedy Presidency_______________________________________________________________

The causes of the Vietnam War__________________________________________________________

The Tet Offensive_____________________________________________________________________

The Reagan Presidency_________________________________________________________________

Desert Storm_________________________________________________________________________

Watergate Scandal____________________________________________________________________

Compare and contrast the movie “Black Hawk Down” to the real battle__________________________

Compare and contrast the movie “Titanic” to the real sinking___________________________________

Caesar Chavez and his impact___________________________________________________________

Rise of rap music_____________________________________________________________________

The history of baseball and its impact on American history and culture___________________________

Life and career of Jackie Robinson________________________________________________________

