HISTORY 11  SUMMER 2006—U.S. HISTORY TO 1877

INSTRUCTOR:  FRANK M. LUNA   e-mail: fmluna2000@yahoo.com
TIME: 8:00a.m.-10:25a.m.—M/TU/W/TH/F—REEDLEY COLLEGE

REQUIRED TEXT: AMERICAN HISTORY, A SURVEY, VOLUME I, 12th edition, by Alan Brinkley.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

A) Explain the causes of European exploration in the New World.

B) Examine the development of political governmental institutions in the United States up to the end of the Reconstruction Era in 1877.

C) Describe the evolution of the American economy from colonial times to the Reconstruction Era, focusing on the transition from pre-industrial to an increasingly industrial and urban society.
D) Compare and contrast the trends and movements in American social, cultural, and intellectual life throughout 1877.

E) Examine the changes in America’s social structure from colonial times to 1877.

F) Evaluate the contributions, socio-economic conditions and experiences of minority groups in the history of the U.S. through 1877.

G) Identify the causes and consequences of the United States’ foreign policy, wars, and geographic expansion through 1877.

H) Analyze the political, economic, and social factors leading to the Civil War.

I) Examine the major battles of the Civil War and compare the relative strengths and weaknesses of the Union and Confederacy in determining the outcome of the Civil War.

J) Assess the consequences of the Reconstruction Era in terms of changes to the United States Constitution, effect on African-Americans and race relations, impact on southern states, and effect on the American political system.

K) Analyze the factors present in post-Civil War America (resources, institutions, values, immigration, etc.), which caused the United States to enter a period of rapid industrialization and modernization after 1865.

L) Evaluate the importance of specific prominent persons, places, and events in United States history from colonial times through 1877.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

A) Explain the main causes and impact of European exploration and colonization in the New World.

B) Understand the origins of America’s distinctive political traditions and governmental institutions.
C) Apply knowledge of American political and governmental institutions to current political debates.

D) Identify the fundamental changes in American social structure and economy from pre-industrial times to the late 1800’s.

E) Describe the key trends and movements in American cultural, social, and intellectual life thorough 1877.

F) Describe the causes and consequences of America’s foreign policy, wars, and its geographic expansion through 1877.

G) Outline the causes of the Civil War, identify key battles and prominent individuals associated with that struggle, and explain the factors resulting in a Union victory.

H) Identify the key events and impact of the Reconstruction Era in terms of its impact on African-Americans and American politics.

I) Describe the contributions, socio-economic conditions, and experiences of minority groups and women in American history to 1877.

J) Compare and contrast important political, social, and economic events and individuals from the American past with current trends in American society.

GRADING:  Your grade will be determined by these criteria:

1) EXAMINATIONS:  You will be given a total of five examinations throughout the semester, including the final. ALL STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO TAKE THE FINAL EXAM.  In addition, YOUR FINAL EXAM SCORE CANNOT BE DROPPED.  With the exception of the final, your lowest exam score will be dropped. If you miss more than one exam, please note that make-up exams are allowed only with proper documentation, e.g., proof of hospitalization. Each exam will consist of 50 multiple choice questions (weighted 1.5 points each, total = 75 points), plus one essay question chosen by your instructor (weighted 25 points), totaling 100 points for each exam. A study guide will be given to you prior to each exam. CONSULT YOUR STUDY GUIDES VERY CAREFULLY.
Total possible points for exams:  100 pts. x 4 exams = 400 points.
2) QUIZZES:  As an incentive to keep pace with the assigned readings, four quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Your lowest quiz score will be dropped. A missed quiz will count as your dropped score. Each quiz will consist of 10 True/False questions from the assigned readings and/or lectures. The quizzes may be announced in advance or they may be given without warning. All quizzes will be given at the beginning of each meeting so be on time. Each quiz will be worth 10 points.
Total possible points for quizzes:  10 pts. x 3 quizzes = 30 points.

GRADING SUMMARY:

EXAMS = 400 points

QUIZZES = 30 points
430 total possible points
Based on 430 total points, your semester grade will determined as follows:  90% and above = A;  80-89% = B;  70-79% = C;  60-69% = D;  59% and below = F.
ATTENDANCE:  In order to succeed in this course, regular attendance is a must. Attendance will be taken at every meeting. Please note that STUDENTS WITH MORE THAN 4 ABSENCES, THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE WEEK FOR THE SEMESTER WILL BE DROPPED. REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE A GRADE AFTER THE DROP DATE (FRIDAY, JUNE 9). IN THE CASE OF THIS COURSE THAT GRADE WILL BE AN “F.”
FINAL COMMENTS: In order to succeed in this course you need to work consistently: keeping pace with the assigned readings, taking notes on the lectures, participating in class discussions, knowing the study guides, and attending class on a regular basis. If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (e.g., Braille, large print electronic text, etc.) per the Americans With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
OUTLINE

MAY

30    TU     introduction

31    W      Ch. 1

JUNE
 1     TH     Ch. 2

 2     F        Ch. 3

 5     M      EXAM on Ch. 1, 2, 3.

 6     TU     Ch. 4

 7     W       Ch. 5

 8     TH     Ch. 6

 9     F        FINAL DROP DATE.  EXAM on Ch. 4, 5, 6.  Lecture on Ch. 7.

12    M       Ch. 8

13    TU     (pp. 233-248)

14    W      EXAM on Ch. 7, 8, (pp.233-248).  Lecture on Ch. 10.

15    TH     Ch. 11

16    F        Ch. 12

19    M      EXAM on Ch. 10, 11, 12.  Lecture on Ch. 13.

20    TU     Ch. 13 & 14

21    W       Ch. 14

22    TH     Ch. 15

23    F        FINAL EXAM, 8:00a.m., on Ch. 13, 14, 15.

