
English 3: Critical Reading and Writing, 70460

Reedley College

Summer 2006

Room:


Classroom Complex I, Room 202

Days/Time:

Monday - Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

Credit:


3.0 units

Instructor:

Sasha Pimentel

Contact Number: 
(918)384-9587

Email:


spimentel12@comcast.net

Office Hours:

by appointment

Mailbox:

Administration Building

This class intends to build upon the critical thinking, reading, and writing strategies which you have learned in taking English 1A/H.  (Passing English 1 or 1AH is a prerequisite to taking this course).  While the label "critical thinking" can be a vague and generalized label (i.e.: what exactly is "thinking"?, isn't all "thinking" innately necessary or "critical"), in terms of this class, the term refers to the ability to read the rhetoric (or the tactics and organization of persuasion) in a text(in reading not only what a text is saying, but also what it is not saying (but perhaps implying), and how it chooses to direct that argument.  We will question the authority of an author, our authorities as authors ourselves, examine the logic of authors' reasonings, and examine the rhetorical effects that different uses of language can create.  In short, I am defining critical thinking as a practice in taking things apart through the questioning of our assumptions.  

Since the rhetoric of work, media, advertising, capitalism, politics (and in your case, the academic institution) inherently define your world, it is important to understand these arguments and the values that they are trying to purport in order for you to define what arguments you as an individual can make about and within your communities.  

Required Texts and Supplies

1.
Barnet, Sylvan and Bedau, Hugo.  Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings.  7th Edition.  Boston: St. Martin's Press, 2005.

2.
A notebook for writing double entry journals (which you will turn in to me).

3.
A separate notebook for notes.

Not required but highly recommended: 

A dictionary and an MLA Style Manual (if you do not have access to a style manual from your English 1A/1AH class, see me as I may have some extra style manuals to lend, if not enough for everybody.  www.dianahacker.com is also a good source for MLA style exercises and model papers).

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· read and critically evaluate college level non-fiction material from a variety of sources on themes from different content area.

· distinguish between valid and sound arguments and invalid and unsound arguments.

· demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of their argument.

· recognize and use deductive and inductive language.

· distinguish factual statements from judgmental statements and knowledge from opinion.

· make effective inferences from information presented.

· recognize and use denotative and connotative aspects of language.

· research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of their own writing.

· write summaries of one source, critical analysis of a single source or two sources with a unified approach, and synthesis papers of multiple sources.

· use casual analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refuation, and interpretation effectively in college-level prose.

· demonstrate the ability to write correct college-level prose containing proper essay structure, organization, development, diction and mechanics.

· identify the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.

Course Policies

In class coursework includes (but is not limited to) written assignments, group work, exams, quizzes, etc.  Lengthier and more complex assignments will be given more direction and in-class time.  Some outside research may be required for synthesis papers.  All formal papers must be in MLA format, and all assigned written work must be typed.

Classroom Behavior
Active participation and discussion is part of your course grade.  I will take a daily participation grade, which can be lowered by leaving early or arriving late. Absences will result in a 0 for that day's participation grade.

Since the scheduled class time is near the lunch hour, please feel free to bring food or snacks to class so long as it is not disturbing to the learning environment.  However, please remember to turn all cell phones and pagers off when you enter the classroom.

Classroom visitors, barring any disturbance to your learning or our classroom community, are welcome precluding permission from me.

Attendance

Since much of this course functions on class discussion, group work and in class activities, regular attendance is required.  We will do a good deal of collaborative, small group work and you will often be called upon to help facilitate class discussion.  Attendance and active participation, therefore, are critical to the success of this class.  For each absence in excess of three, your semester grade will be lowered one letter grade.  Absences in excess of five will result in your failing the course.  If you are absent from this class, it is your responsibility to complete all assigned reading and writing, even in those instances in which you are absent when the assignment is announced.  You must be present for all quizzes and the midterm exam.  Unless you have made a prior agreement with me to schedule a make-up midterm, (given only under extenuating circumstances), you will receive a 0.  If you are absent for a quiz, you will receive a 0 for that assignment.  

Late Work
It is your responsibility to come to class prepared, even after an absence.  Since much of our coursework is compressed into a short amount of time due to its summer class nature, barring extreme circumstances or prior arrangements with me, I will not accept any late work.  If you are unable to come to class to turn in your formal papers, it must be delivered to my physical mailbox (by you or someone else) or emailed to me in .doc or .wps format by 12pm on the date your paper is due. 

Academic Dishonesty
By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity.  When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course.  For more information, please refer to the Reedley College Catalog.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please make arrangements with me as soon as possible.

Grading

Participation and Discussion

10%



A
90-100%

Double Entry Journals


10%



B
80-89%

Short Assignments and Quizzes

20%



C
70-79%

Midterm Exam



20%



D
60-69%

Formal Papers (3)


40%



F
59% or less

Noteworthy Dates and Tentative Schedule 

All assignments and due dates are subject to change:

· 26 June
Monday

First day of instruction

· 4 July
Tuesday

No class; Independence Day Holiday

· 10 July
Monday

Midterm, Paper 1 due

· 14 July
Friday


Last day to withdraw from this class

· 21 July
Friday


Paper 2 due

· 3 August
Thursday

Paper 3 due, Group Presentations

· 4 August
Friday


Group Presentations, Last day of instruction

WEEK 1:  Critical Reading and Responding to Text

WEEK 2:  Visual Rhetoric and the Physical Space 

WEEK 3:  Language and Technique of Argument 

WEEK 4:  Sprouting, Shouting and Synthesizing

WEEK 5:  Race, Gender, Politics and The Unwritten Word

WEEK 6:  TBA

(Reading assignments to be announced each week.)

 This document is subject to change at the instructor's discretion.

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM CLAUSE

Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." 

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity.  When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course. 
For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Reedley College Catalog.

I have read the above university policy on cheating and plagiarism and understand that understand its ramifications upon me. 

Name




 




Date

Signature








Date


