Summer 2006

ENGLISH 3: CRITICAL READING AND WRITING

78268; MTTh 6:OOp — 8:55p; Portable 3; June 12 — July 21

T. MOTTO, INSTRUCTOR

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Email:
tysonrnotto@gmail. corn

Cell:
559—936—0575

Pleaseusemyemaitasthepnmarymodeofcontact Mycellphoneistobeusedonlyinthecaseofanemergency.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to help you develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1 All AH. The course will focus on the development of Logical reasoning and analytical argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course is designed to teach you the~ critical elements and characteristics of an argument It will teach you to identify the components of an author’s argument in non-fiction college—level readings from various disciplines It.. is designed to teach you to recognize and evaluate written arguments, and then apply the critical strategies to assigned readings and to readings you select for use in the development

of their own writing. Students will read, discuss and respond To material appropriate to the course’s objectives.

TEXTBOOKS and MATERIALS

-‘Barnet, Sylvan, Bedau, Hugo Current Issues and Enduring
Questions:
Seventh Edition. Bedford St. Martin’s. Boston, MA. 2005.

ISBN:
0—312—41271—1

-‘Composition Notebook (For taking notes and doing in-class freewrites.

-‘Access to MLA handbook or other source of MLA formatting regulations.

<http://ow1.english.purdue.edu/ow1/resource/557/o1/>

-‘Access to newspapers or other sources of current discussion of contemporary social issues being discussed

I)~ORTANT DARES

-June 14 last day to drop without “W”

-June 14: last day to withdraw (before letter grade assigned)

GRADING

Quick Argument Paper #1~
20%


Discussion Facilitation
5%,

Quick Argument Paper #2~
20%,


Discussion Facilitation
5%

Group Papers
25%

Group Presentations
5%

Journal/Quizzes~
10%

Class Participation:
10%

Quick Argument Papers: (2-3 pages 1 source) Pick a topic, and an article to go with it, from the book. The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to explore topics you are more interested in, and help you learn to articulate your position on them to others through writing as well as orally. You will need to do two separate papers to fulfill this requirement. The whole class will not be turning these in on the same day. 2~—3 students will be turning papers in per day. You will be presenting your paper and argument to the class on the day you sign up for, and be expected to facilitate a class discussion.

Group Paper: (4-6 pages 3 sources): This paper will be a collaboration between students (3) in which they choose a topic, research it, write a paper either: 1) explaining the main arguments of the topic, the bias/agendas held by opposing si~1es (if any), or 2) taking up one side of the debate including in argument bias or influences that you yourselves possess. This paper is the grand finally of the class, so make it strong—it is your chance to show me what you know. Along with the paper, each student should write a paragraph (half a page approx.) about how the paper went: difficulties encountered, struggle~ with other students, trouble holding argument, anything that~ affected the drafting of the paper.

Group Presentation: Present, as a group, what you learned in~ your research of the topic. Each group should be prepared to answer questions relative to their topic and display in—depth and concrete knowledge on and about their topic. You need to refer to at least *** sources in the presentation, and have visual aides relevant to the presentation. The presentations should be 10-15 minutes.

Journal/Quizzes: You are to bring a composition notebook every day of class for the use of notes and freewrites. I will be

giving you in class quizzes on the reading everyday in class. These quizzes will be done in your composition notebooks.

Class Participation: All students are expected to participate in all class activities. For some students this will be easier than others, either way, you need to be prepared to assert yourself into, and be an active member of, classroom activities.

Daily Discussion Issues: The class will be divided up into three groups (Monday~ Tuesday, and Thursday). Each person in each group will be expected to bring some piece of writing (newspaper clipping, magazine/internet article, etc.) on his/her corresponding for the class to look at and analyze.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT: I really believe that this classroom is your classroom, not mine. I organize it, and guide it, but it is ultimately your classroom. My greatest wish is for you students to lead out and take the class where you are most interested, as long as it is within the objectives of the course. If you have an idea, please bring it to my attention. Because of the content of this class, emotions and personal feelings often~ come to the surface. We need to be courteous and sensitive to others, focusing our discussion and debate on the issues, not the person(s) discussion the issues.

ATTENDENCE: Please show up. We are in college, and I would like to just expect to have you show up everyday and not have to~ regulate it. As adults, things do come up that keep us from coming to class. It is because of this that I have given you my contact information. I would prefer you us my email to let me know that you missed class and why you were absent. I will be taking attendance, but I would like us all to just be adults about it, even if it means telling me “Hey, I just needed a~ break for a day.”

SCHEDULE:

WEEK 1

Monday, June 12
Tuesday, June 13
READING:
-Writing as a Way of Thinking (p 10-13).

—Examining Assumptions (p 17—18).

-Active Reading (p 30-34).

—(321—331)

—(47—51)

Thursday, June 15
READING:
-Binaries (p 65—79)

—(332—336)

— (363—372)

fw: List binaries that exist in world today.

fw: Pick one and write about it. How it impacts me and world at large.

WEEK 2

Monday, June 19
—Analyzing arguments (p 89—94)

-A Logician’s View: Deduction, Induction, Fallacies (332-336)

—Love is a Fallacy (363-372)

Tuesday, June 20
—Affirmative Action (525-541).

—Free Will (837; 851—859)

fw: How have we seen affirmative action in action in our own experience?

Thursday, June 22
-A Lawyer’s View: Steps toward Civic Literacy (417-424; 435-i

441)

WEEK 3

Monday, June 26
-A Psychologist’s View: Rogerian Argument (454—456)

-Communication is Blocking Facilitation (456-462).

—Privacy (688—700).

Tuesday, June 27
-A Literary Critic’s View: Arguing about Literature (463-468).

—The greater Part of the Stories Current Today We Shall Have to Reject (492-497).

Thursday, June 29
—A Forensic View: Oral Presentation and Debate (498—504).

—Current Issues (509—512).

—Free Will (837; 851—859)

WEEK 4

Monday, July 3
-A Moralist’s View: Ways of Thinking Ethically (372-381).

—United States v. Holmes (382—391).

Tuesday, July 4
NO CLASS-Independence Day

Thursday, July 6
—Gay Marriages (550-556).

—What is Happiness (915; 920—922; 927—941)

WEEKS

Monday, July 10
-Gun Control (557—573).

Tuesday, July 11
—The Death Penalty (573—594).

Thursday, July 13
—Legalizing Drugs (611; 633—646).

—Reparations: African Americans (724-726).

WEEK 6

Monday, July 17
—Euthanasia (646—651).

-Reparations: Japanese (718-721).

Tuesday, July 18
—War (670—674).

—Sexual Harassment (740—754).

—Group Presentations

Thursday, July 20
-Group Presentations

-Final Exam (Group Papers Due)

DISCLAIMER: This syllabus is subject to change. You will be noted orally to changes that are made. If you miss class when such changes are noted, it is your responsibility to inquire as to what changes may have been made.

A NOTE ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:

I earned his Associates Degree in Liberal Arts at College of the Sequoias, a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature at Fresno State University, and am completing a Masters Degree in English Composition at Fresno State University. I have had his poetry published by the International House of Poetry. He has substituted for over a year from Kindergarten through high school in a variety of areas, and has taught English for one year at Fresno State University.

