English 1A:  Reading and Composition

Summer 2006   Section # 74993  (Final Drop date: June 29, 2006)

MTWTh 6:00-8:50

June 12-July21   

Selma High School, Rm. 401

Instructor:
Tabitha Villalba

E-mail:
tabher14@csufresno.edu


Course Overview and Learning Outcomes

This is an introductory course designed to prepare you for the types of academic writing you will need to know in order to succeed in your educational career.  We will also focus on the critical reading, thinking, and writing skills you will need to become a stronger writer beyond just your college courses.  Being a stronger writer means feeling confident with the writing process; which is why we will spend a lot of time exploring how situation and the rhetorical framework (Author, Audience, Purpose, Topic, Context) guides all writing.  By the end of the course, you should have internalized many of the strategies we will have learned in class and, most importantly, learned the importance of making effective rhetorical choices, from choosing a topic through a final revision.  

General Course Objectives

This course has three major objectives based on the Reedley College catalogue for English 1A.  I have listed these objectives below:

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
write several revised essays, including the documented research paper.

1. arrange and integrate ideas in an essay form employing thesis statements,      

      topic sentences, explanation of supporting data, introductions and conclusion, 


      background as necessary.

2. develop a thesis for an argumentative or persuasive essay for its 

relevance, audience, and strength with supporting logic or research and without logical fallacies.

3. perform targeted research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and               

paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.

4. correctly employ the rules of citation, and discriminate among sources,       

especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.

5. employ Standard American English for the various requirements of 

universities and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.

6. plan essays in a variety of organizational structures depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.

7. craft increasingly mature and cogent writing, striving for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone, and grace.  Practice revision of essays to achieve such writing.

8. edit essays for errors in sentence construction, punctuation, and mechanics.  At first students will rely on the instructor’s guidance in these areas.  Ultimately, the student should perform these tasks independently with good accuracy.

B.
write organized essays with thesis and adequate support independently within a class period.

1. generate ideas through various prewriting strategies such as outlining, free 

writing, or clustering.

2. plan and structure an essay with careful attention to answering the question.

3. compose timed writing responses to prompts.

4. proofread and practice self-evaluation.

C.
summarize and comprehend college level prose.

1. identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay.

2. name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit.

3. ask and answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction.

4. describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings.

5. discuss a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche in terms of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.

6. summarize ideas briefly for class presentations, selecting most important topics in a logical hierarchy.

Please note:  When thinking critically, you should consider all points of view besides your own.  Doing so may help reinforce your own mindset, or perhaps change it.  Either way it is important to be informed of all sides.  It will help you to analyze and scrutinize claims made – including your own.

*** In addition to the above stated course outlines, there are prerequisites for this course.  A student must have passed ENGL 125 or ENGL 126 (requires C grade or better) or have been placed by the college assessment process.

Required Texts, Materials and Expenses

Motives for Writing: 5th Edition 


Author: Miller, Robert Keith. 

Publishing:  New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Company, 2006

Brief Handbook for Writers: 3rd Edition.


Author: Howell, James F. and Memering, Dean.  

Publishing:  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1993.

*** Also:  a College Dictionary and Thesaurus, folders (for your portfolios), paperclips, a stapler, and money (for the copies required when we workshop).  You should also have access to a computer for research and classroom purposes.  If access is a problem, please come talk to me.

About the Course

Writing Assignments

The writing I will ask you to do will emerge from the concepts, processes, and issues that we will read and discuss in class.  All of these writing projects will encourage you to choose topics that are important to you, that connect with issues, ideas, and experiences that you are familiar with.  There will be three writing projects and a final in-class essay that you will do in this course.  As we move through the course, each writing project will challenge you to add more knowledge, skills, and practices of writing to what you already know from the assignment before.

Specifications:  All writing projects must be formatted with one-inch margins, a 12-point font, and must follow MLA guidelines.  I will give you an individual prompt and rubric for each writing project.  These writing projects will come in the form of a portfolio in which you will submit all prior work surrounding the project.  I will give you a handout explaining what is due for each portfolio during class.  

Reading

The reading we will do in this class will be necessary for our topics of class

discussion, for modeling approaches to writing, and for developing a better understanding about genre, rhetorical approach, and the use of evidence in writing.  There will be roughly 20 pages of reading for each assignment.  I will expect that when a reading assignment is due, you will have read the text actively; that is, you will have made margins, will have questions to ask, and will be ready to engage in conversation with others about the reading.  Expect that you will be required every day when readings are assigned.  In addition, there are 1-2 page reading responses per each assignment.

Reading responses:  Responses to published texts help you prepare for class participation.  Your reading response is meant to get you to think critically about the text and it is to help you to think about how the writing functions in the text.  I will give you a handout to help you with this.  All reading responses need to be at least one full page, double-spaced, 12-point font, and 1-inch margins.

Small Groups, Class Discussion, Workshops, and Short Writes:

Class participation is mandatory and will be a necessary part of your success in 

this class.  Therefore, you will need to come to class prepared with homework done and ideas to share – everyday.  Graded class participation will include small group work, workshops, response journal, in-class writes and large class discussion. 


Workshopping is an important component to this class.  Workshopping gives you the opportunity to get audience feedback on your writing; workshops are also an opportunity to get ideas for approaching various writing tasks, to understand the range of rhetorical components – besides grammar – that are available for revision, and finally to assess a piece of writing for its rhetorical effectiveness.  Participating in these workshops will help you to read and revise your own work with more fluency and expertise.

Evaluation

Your final grade will –first of all – depend on meeting the requirements of the course (see below).  After the requirements of the course have been met, the percentages of work accomplished will be figured to get your final grade.  Failure to meet any of the requirements of the course listed below may cause the student to receive a failing grade for the class.

Requirements for the Course

1. All three writing projects must be turned in.

2. Two absences or less.

3. Turn in each portfolio on time (Late portfolios will not be accepted).

4. Participation – every day – in class and on-line.

Final grades will be based on the following:


Portfolio    #1                      15%                       Short writing assignments       10%


Portfolio    #2                      20%                       Participation and Citizenship   10%


Portfolio    #3                      30%                       


Final essay    #4
        15%

Grading Scale

100-90%                               A                                        69-60%                                      D

89-80%                                 B                                        59-0%                                        F

79-70%                                 C

Portfolios – 80%


A portfolio is a collection of your written work over time.  As an evaluation tool, the portfolio will be a representation of the work you have done during a course of writing each paper.  At the end of each writing project, you will turn in a portfolio, and you will be given a grade.  The grade will be based on the criteria found in the rubric that I will pass out to you later in the semester.  

Class Participation, Assignments, and Citizenship – 20%


This part of your grade includes work that you do as part of the community of learners in this classroom.  Included in this grade are group participation, classroom participation, assignments, conferences, and classroom behavior.  Please turn off your cell phones.  You may bring a laptop computer; however, it is doubtful that you will need it.  Per university requirements, you must receive a C or better to pass this class.

*** Again, I do not accept late work.  I also do not allow makeups.  No extra credit is given.  I do not allow visitors without prior notice.  If the visitor is disruptive, I will ask that person to leave.

Attendance

Good attendance is mandatory.  Our time in class is valuable and we have a lot to cover in six weeks.  Missing beyond the allotted two absences will affect the work you produce and eventually reflect your final grade.  Much of the work that you will turn in with your writing portfolios will be done in class (which cannot be made up).  Also, be on time.  Walking in late causes you to miss important information I will give at the start of class.  It is also distracting to other students.  I realize that things happen, and I appreciate an e-mail if you will be tardy or absent.

Religious Observances


Students who will be absent from class due to religious observances must provide notice of the date(s) to me, in writing, by the end of the second week of classes.

University Policies

Disclosures

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Cheating & Plagiarism

“Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage.  Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.

“Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicated work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.”

If a student plagiarizes or cheats, he or she will automatically fail that particular assignment.  Subsequent plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the course.  For more information, contact the Dean of Student’s Office or the Dean of instruction’s Office.

Disruptive Classroom Behavior

We are all adults in the classroom, and we may disagree on many issues.  I expect everyone to be polite to one another and treat people with respect.  I do not allow for yelling, cursing, or threatening or violent behavior.  I will ask you to leave if I feel you cannot follow these rules.  In addition to these conduct rules, if you have a problem with the course, or me, I ask that you conference with me privately and respectfully.   Consult the Summer/Fall 2006 Schedule of Courses for specific guidelines regarding disruptive behavior.  
Tentative Schedule

This schedule is subject to change.

	
	    Date           
	               Topic (s) 
	              Reading Assignment                                    

	1
	Mon. 

June 12
	Introduction to course

Mind Map

Rhetorical Framework
	MfW (Motives for Writing) 

Read Introduction (pp. 1-22) 

Write RR (Reading Response) #1: Answer question #2, p.22; 2 full pages, double-spaced.

Due: 6-13

	2
	Tues. 

June 13
	Reading and Writing Rhetorically

Active Reading

Prompt # 1: 

Migration Autoethnography
	MfW
Read “The Meanings of a Word” (pp.66-69), “Life With Father” (pp.71-75), “What Happened to the Anasazi” (192-199), “If you are what you eat, then what am I?” (pp. 640-648)

Write RR #2: 1 paragraph summary for each essay followed by a reader interpretation.  2 pages total.

Due: 6-14

	3
	Wed.

June 14
	Significance

Discussion of readings

Brainstorming techniques


	MfW
Read Introduction (pp.22-37), skip Ex. 4), “In Japan, Nice Guys (and Girls) Finish Together” (pp.187-190).

Write RR #3: Part 1: Define the “So What?” question in a one-paragraph response based on the reading.  Then write about the importance of this.  Give an example of an event that you will be using in your paper (1-page).  Part 2: Answer questions 1-5 on page 190 (1-page).

Due: 6-15

	4
	Thur.  

 June 15
	Discussion of readings

Notes on Interviewing

Sample paper
	MfW

Read “Writing to Understand Experience” (pp.47-53)

Also, read your interview notes.

Write RR #4: 1-page reflective response on 1 or 2 subjects covered in the reading.

Also, write your paper using the interview

Due: RR due 6-19; Draft 1 is due on Monday, 6-19 – at least 3 full pages.

	5
	Mon. 

June 19
	Draft 1 due, Bring 3 copies for workshop

“Hotspotting”
	Read Your own paper and your peers’ responses.

Write A 1-page response to the feedback you received.  

Also, hotspot your draft.

Start working on your revision

Due: This work will be turned in with your final portfolio for writing project #1 on 6-22

	6
	Tues.

June 20
	For class today have a copy of your introduction and conclusion

Revision

Introductions and Conclusions


	MfW

Read “Writing to Report Information” (pp.97-106), “Unchartered Territory” (pp.136-145).

Write RR #5: 1-page response on the essay and how the author used information.

Due: 6-21

	7
	Wed.

June 21
	Prompt # 2: 

Inquiry into a Problem
Brainstorming “Problems in the Community”

Research

Topic Selection

What’s a thesis?
	MfW

Read “Writing to Explain Information” (pp. 173-180). 

Write RR #6: Combine what you’ve read with some ideas you have your paper.  Freewrite (1 page).

Due: 6-22

	8
	Thur.

June 22
	Portfolio 1 DUE

Evaluating Sources

Citing Sources and avoiding plagiarism

Research methods
	Read Find two articles from a Newspaper or online (reliable) news source.   You’ll need to bring a copy to class (Don’t forget to cite who, when,  and where you got it from).

Write RR #7: 1 paragraph summary for each and why you found it interesting (1 page total).

Due: 6-26

	9
	Mon.

June 26
	Discussion of articles

Continuing on evaluating sources

Summarizing/Paraphrasing

Analyzing information

Effective methods


	Start researching.  Find at least two sources you will be using for our paper.  Annotate them; write an annotative bibliography for each source.

Due: 6-27.  I will not be collecting these, but I will be checking for how well you understand this process.

	10
	Tues.

June 27
	Sample papers

Integrating research
	MfW

Read “Majoring in Debt” (pp.466-469), “Would Hemingway get into Harvard” (pp.603-607), “Reach out and Annoy Someone” (pp.251-256).

Write RR #  8: Answer questions 1-5 on p. 469.  Answer questions 1-5 on p. 256. (1 ½ pages total). 

Due: 6-28

	11
	Wed.

June 28
	Discussion of Essays

Problems with writing and how to avoid writer’s block.

Annotated Bibliography
	Write Work on your paper.  You should have cited all sources within the essay and your annotated bibliography should be complete.

Due: 6-12.  Should be 4-5 pages at this point.

	12
	Thur.

June 29
	Draft 1 due. Bring 3 copies for workshop.

Visual Chunking, Framing and Paragraphs

Organization
	MfW

Read “Writing to Evaluate Something” (pp.242-250)

Peers’ comments

Write Continue revising based on the visual chunking exercise.  

Due: with your final portfolio

	13
	Mon.

July 3
	Reading critically
	Read My comments

Write Continue revising

	14
	Tues.

July 4
	No class. Independence Day
	

	15
	Wed.

July 5
	Spelling, Sentence structure, and grammar
	 MfW

Read “Majoring in Debt” (pp. 466-470), “Flunking the NCAA” (pp. 471-474)

Write RR #9: Analyze both writers’ arguments in a 1-page response.  

Due: 7-6

	16
	Thur.

July 6
	Portfolio 2 DUE

Prompt # 3: Arguing for a Solution

Brainstorming
	MfW
Read “Writing to Persuade Others” (pp. 451-464)

Write RR #10: 1-page. Give examples of your understanding of the subject matter covered in this chapter.  How would you avoid using these types of ineffective or effective reasoning?  Why might a writer make such choices?

Due: 7-10

	17
	Mon.

July 10
	Rhetorical Outline

Bring a copy of your draft 
	MfW

“The Declaration of Independence” (pp. 481-484), “Letter form Birmingham Jail” (pp. 488-501)

Write RR #11: Attention to audience. Attention to logic.  

Due: 7-11

	18
	Tues.

July 11
	Using Logic 

APA
	Read The sources for your paper.  You should have at least three.

Write Bring them to class on Wednesday and we will go over citing.  Highlight or underline parts you will be using.

Due: 7-12

	19
	Wed.

July 12
	In-class readings and effective strategies.

Bring MfW: “Letter from the Clergy” (pp. 486-487)
	Finish your paper. 

You should have a complete 7 pages for workshop tomorrow.

Due: Don’t forget 3 copies.

	20
	Thur.

July 13
	Draft 1 due. Bring 3 copies for workshop
	MfW

Read “Privacy and the U.S. Military” (pp. 503-519).

Write RR #12: 1-page response of your reaction to the readings.

Due: 7-17

	21
	Mon.

July 17
	Framing: transitions

Revising after comments
	MfW

Read “Documenting Sources” (pp.665-690)

Write Go through your paper thoroughly. Be sure you are citing everything correctly.

	22
	Tues.

July 18
	Voice, language, choice, sentences
	MfW

Read “Writing to Analyze Texts” (pp. 381-393).

Write We’ll do an exercise in class regarding this.

Due: 7-19

	 23
	Wed. 

July 19
	Portfolio 3 DUE

Prompt # 4 (for the final)
Voice, language, choice, sentences
	MfW
Read “Writing to Experiment with Form” (pp.609-615), “The Deer at Providencia” (pp. 627-631), “Marrakech” (pp. 633-638).

Write RR# 13: Answer questions 1-6 on p. 631. Answer questions 1-6 on p. 638.

Due: 7-20 

	24
	Thur. 

July 20
	Final Exam: In-class  timed essay
	


