English 125: College Writing Skills 
Summer 2006/Section 78270/Stewart 

Instructor: Mary C. Stewart 
Time: M, T, Th 6:00-8:50 P.M. 
Room: M, TH: Room INC 4; T: Room INC 1 
Email: chipilonadog@hotmail.com (until further notice) 
Office Hours: As arranged 

Course Description: 
English 125 will focus on the development of the writing process and is designed to give you practice in constructing clear and concise sentences and cohesive paragraphs within a well-organized essay. Emphasis will be placed on avoiding common writing errors, the development of writing skills, analyzing rhetorical strategies, and developing critical thinking skills. 

Prerequisite: 
Completion of English 252 or placement by the college assessment process. 

Required Text/Materials: 

Texts: 
Patterns for College Writing (9th Edition), Kirszner, Laurie G., and Mandrell, Stephen R. 

A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage (4thEdition), Beason, Larry and Lester, Mark. Although this text is not required, I will be using the grammar exercises in the back of the text as quizzes. 

Materials: 
Notebook paper (college lined), Pens/pencils (including one colored pen), Two pocket folders, Assignment calendar, Computer Disks. I suggest that you purchase a college-level dictionary, as well. 
. 
Grading: 
Following is the point distribution: 

Essays 400 possible points (4 x 100) 
In-class essays 100 possible points (2 x  50) 
Final 200 possible points 
Quizzes 150 possible points 
Participation/HW 150 possible points 
Total 1000 possible points 

Extra Credit will not be allowed. 
Total points possible may change depending on class pace. 

A= 900-1000 
B= 800-899 
C= 700-799 
D=600-699 
F= Below 600 

A grade of A, B, or C  is required for course credit. 

Participation: 
Attendance and participation play a major part in how well you will do in this course. Because English 125 is a writing workshop and discussion-based course, it is vital that you attend class regularly. If the occasion does arise that you will not be able to attend, please e-mail me to let me know that you will not be in class. You will be permitted to miss two classes without negative consequences. Thereafter, there will be 50 points taken off your participation score for each absence. Tardies will constitute a 10-point drop in participation points. The teacher reserves the right to drop you from the course for excessive absences (more than four).   If you cannot attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might benefit you to enroll in this course at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be our responsibility to find out what you have missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule. 

Late Work: 
Late work will not be accepted except under special circumstances and only with the permission of the instructor. 

Expectations for Classroom Behavior: 
*I expect students to be respectful of others; this includes respect for others’ ideas and opinions. 
*While I realize that there are times when it is important to be able to receive phone calls,   I would ask that you please put your phone on vibrate if you are expecting a call, and quietly step outside if you need to answer it. Please do not abuse this privilege. 

Plagiarism: 
Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography. We will be discussing plagiarism at length so that there is no misunderstanding as to what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized can range from an “F” on the assignment, with no chance of making it up, to receiving an “F” in the course. 

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA), please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. 

Conferences: 
I am available and am more than happy to meet with you should the need arise. Please e-mail me a few days in advance if you would like to meet with me. I am usually available an hour before class begins if I am given advance notice. 

Important Dates: 
July 4, 2006 No Class; Independence Day 
July10, 2006 Final Drop Date 
July 26, 2002 Final Exam
All assignments due next scheduled class unless otherwise noted. 

Assignments
Date Assigned 

06/12 

Patterns: Cisneros, “Only Daughter”, p. 84; Angelou,” Finishing School”, p.89; Gansberg, “Thirty-Eight Who Saw Murder Didn’t Call the Police”, p. 101.Answer the following: Comprehension (All readings) Purpose and Audience (All readings) Style and Structure (“Only Daughter”).Choose a journal entry from one of the assigned readings and respond to the topic in two paragraphs or more. Commonsense: Unit One Lesson 1 Fragments Do S.P. 1,2 ; E.P. 1,3 

6/13 

Patterns: Read pp. 71-81; Smith-Yackel, “My Mother Never Worked”, p.96. Do Journal Entry, p. 100; Comprehension p. 99; Purpose and Audience p. 99; Vocabulary Projects, p. 100, # 2 only. Commonsense: Unit One Lesson 2 Run-ons: Fused Sentences and Comma Splices Do S. P. 2, 3; E.P. 3 

6/15 

Patterns: Read pp. 15-35 Do Exercises 1,2,3,8,9,10. From the list on pp. 132-133 of the text, choose three topics which interest you. Be ready to discuss your choices in class on Monday, June 19. 

6/19 

Patterns: Read  pp. 37-67; Read Momaday, “Rainy Mountain” pp. 169-172. Do Comp. 1-5, P&A 1-3. Commonsense: Lesson 15 p. 152. Do S. P. 1,2 and E. P. 1,3 

Begin paper #1 pre-writing. 

6/20 

Patterns: Chopin “The Storm”, p. 183. Do Reading Literature 1-3 and Journal Entry. Commonsense: Lesson 14 p.142 S.P. 2,3; E.P. 1,3 


6/22 

Patterns: Read 135-150. Cohen Words, p. 153 Comp 1-5; P&A 1,2 S&S all Commonsense: Lesson 25 S.P. 2,3 E.P. 1 

6/26 

Patterns: Read 191-197. Birnbaum “Catbird”, p.214 Comp 1-4, PA 1-4, SS 1-4  Commonsense: Lesson 30 p. 299 SP 1-3, E.P. 1 

6/27 

Patterns: Sedaris “Make” p. 218. Do Comp 1-5, S&S 1-5; Kozol “Human” p. 229 Do PA 1-3, SS 1-4 Commonsense: Lesson 19 p. 192 SP 1,2 EP 2 

6/29 

Final Draft-Narrative Due
Patterns: Read 529-554; Adkins “Traditional” Comp 1-6 PA 1-4 SS 1-6 Commonsense: Lesson 20 p. 201 SP 1,3 EP 1 

7/3 

Patterns: Birtha “Laws” p. 601 S&S 1-7  Commonsense: Lesson 9 p. 94 SP 1, 3 EP 1 

7/4
 No Class Happy 4th of July 

7/6 

Patterns: Stone “Memo” p.607, Comp 1-5; Zimecki  “Violent” p. 612 S&S 1-5 Commonsense: Lesson 10 p. 102 SP 2,3 EP 1 

7/10 

Patterns: Read 245-257 Commonsense: Lesson 6 SP 1,2 EP 2 

7/11 

Patterns: Muller “Creating” p. 265 Comp 1-5, P&A 1-3, &S 1-5, Piven How to p. 272 S&S 1-5, Vocab 2  Commonsense: Lesson 7 SP 1,2 EP 1 

7/13 

Patterns: Jackson  “Lottery”  p. 292 Do Reading Lit 1-3 Commonsense: Lesson 8 SP 1,3 EP 2 

7/17 

Patterns: No Assignment-In Class Essay Commonsense: Lesson 27 p. 268 SP 1,2,EP 1 

7/18 

Patterns: To Be Determined Commonsense: Lesson 28 p.277 SP 1,3 EP 2 

7/20 

Patterns: To Be Determined Commonsense: Lesson 29 p. 285 SP 1,2 EP 2 

7/24

TBD

 
7/25 
 
TBD

7/27

TBD

7/31

 TBD

8/1 

TBD

8/3 Final Exam-Grammar

8/4 Final Exam-Writing
 

Assignment Due Dates 
6/22 Grammar Quiz #1 Lessons 1, 2, 14, 15, 
6/26 Narrative Essay Due 
7/3 Descriptive Essay Due 
7/6 Grammar Quiz #2 Lessons 9, 19, 20, 25, 30 
7/11 Exemplification Essay Due 
7/18 Argumentative Essay Due 
7/21 Grammar Quiz #3 6, 7, 8, 10,  27, 28 


