REEDLEY COLLEGE                    
       Course Syllabus and Expectations          SPRING    2006
                                                                           SELMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
CLASS                   SEC                      HOUR                       DAYS                       ROOM

Spanish 1     (74021)     6 p.m. –8:15 p.m.   T-Th

Instructor:  J.L.  Orozco-Molina                           Office Hour
Phone : (559)  229   5214

Required Text and Materials
Textbook:  ARRIBA , Custom Edition. Obtain a three –ring binder with loose leaf paper or a spiral notebook for taking notes, writing homework assignments, and keeping occasional handouts.
The Course:  Description, Content and  Objectives
Spanish one is designed to introduce the beginning student to the richness and diversity of Hispanic cultures and language.  In this course you will start to develop your abilities in the following four skill areas:  listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The goal is for the beginning students to acquired minimal conversation ability and to understand basic standard spoken Spanish within the scope  of the acquired vocabulary and grammar structures.  This course will help the student develop basic “survival skills” in the language in preparation for Spanish 2 , the second beginning course  in the sequence.  Content covers chapters from 1 – 6 of the textbook.
Important Dates
January 27          (F)      Last day to register for  a Spring 2006 full-length 

                                      class or drop a full-length class to avoid a “W”
February 10         (F)    Last day to change a class to or from a CR-NC 
                                      grading basis

March 10             (F)     Last day to drop a Spring 2006 full-length class

                                       (letter grades assigned after this date)

April 10-15         (M-S)  Spring Recess (no classes held- campus open M-Th
May   15-19        (M-F)   Final exams week

May 19               (F)         Spring 2006 semester ends

Class Procedures
Se habla espanol

In this classroom, I expect each student to make every possible effort to communicate in Spanish.  Do not worry if you do not understand everything I say .  However,  if you do not listen, there is nothing to learn.  Learning a new language requires opening your mouth and taking risks.  We are all here to support you and each other in this new endeavor.  Socializing in English during class hours is not allowed.
Pair and Group Work
The communicative methodology used in this classroom demands a great deal of interaction between students.  Be prepared to work in pairs and small groups and to change partners , groups, and seating frequently.  Groups may be assigned by the instructor.  Partners who speak English will be separated.
Attendance and Tardiness
Daily attendance and participation for the full duration of the class period is obligatory and will affect your final grade.  Since active participation and class preparation are very essential to meet the objectives of this class, you must be present.  See me or call me concerning any emergency situations or serious illness.  In this case, link up with a reliable classmate who can pick up occasional handouts for you, take notes, and bring your homework to class if you must be absent.  If you arrive late to class you have been marked absent.   See me at the end of the class so that I change “absent” to “tardy” in my roll book.  This is your responsibility:  Three tardies or earlier departures from the classroom are equivalent to one absent.   If you miss the equivalent of two weeks of class meetings by the final drop date (March 10) you will be dropped by the instructor.
Homework and Preparation
In this class, you need to dedicate four hours of preparation for every session and to come to class each time prepared.  You cannot afford to get behind because learning a language is the result of cumulative efforts.  You will not be able to make up in one week or two what you did not do during the semester.  This behavior will make your future progress difficult.  Late exams or assignments will not be accepted, even if you have been absent.
Extra Help
I will be in the classroom one hour or forty-five minutes before each session. If you have any concerns about the class and your progress, talk to me right away.  If you need additional help, sign up for a tutor in the counseling office or form a study group.

Academic Behavior
No food or drinks are allowed in class!   Bring water in a closed bottle.  Inappropriate use of English during class is cause for dismissal from class.  You are not allowed to work in other materials or assignments during the Spanish session.  If you already know Spanish and do not find this class very challenging, please switch to Spanish 2.  Courtesy and consideration of fellow classmates and instructor are to be observed.  Cheating and disruptive behavior are intolerable in an academic environment and may result in an automatic F   or dismissal from the class.  Copying someone else’s homework or having someone do your assignments is cheating.
Grading
Your final grade will be a reflection of your daily class participation (i.e. homework) performance on tests , quizzes and oral assessments, and the final exam.  There will be a test at the end of each chapter, approximately every two to three weeks.  There will not be any makeup tests or quizzes, but your lowest test grade will be dropped.  If you miss a test, the resulting grade of 0 will be your lowest grade and will be dropped.  Tests dates will always be announced  in advance, but quizzes and oral assignments may not be..  The final exam will be cumulative, covering all material of the course, and is mandatory unless the student has been excused by the instructor.
If you arrive late while a quiz is already in progress you will not be allowed in the classroom until students are finished taking the quiz.  You will receive a “0” for this quiz.
On a test day if you arrive after the listening comprehension portion is in progress, you may not enter the classroom until the students have completed this portion of the test.  You may enter once this portion is finished, but the audio activity will not be repeated.  You will loss those points.

Approximate Point Values
Daily Participation *               250 points

     and Homework

Quizzes/Oral Assessments      150 points  

Tests (top 4 only)                     

Final Exam                              200 points

                                  Total    1000

*At the beginning of the semester, You will automatically receive 100 points.  However, for each hour you are marked “absent,”   5 participation points will be lost.  See me if you are not sure where you stand in this class.  We will sit down and review your grades.   

If you have any questions concerning this Course Syllabus,     do not hesitate to ask questions.   

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille,  large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY THIS SYLLABUS AS NECESSARY.  ALL CHANGES WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO THE STUDENTS.
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