Reedley College

Psychology 2 – General Psychology / Spring 2006

Sanger H.S

(THURS: 6pm – 8:50pm)
	 Instructor:  Liz Clark    Office: N/A      Phone:  638-3641 ext.3807
 Office hours:  Before Class TBA         Email: liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu
 TEXTBOOK:  Weiten, Wayne (2005) Psychology: Themes and Variations.  6th ed., briefer version.  

                           Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

 CD-ROM:  Weiten, Wayne (2003) PsykTrek 2.0: A Multimedia Introduction to Psychology.  

                     Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.


COURSE DESCRIPTION

General Psychology introduces students to a broad range of psychological topics and terminology, theorists and theories, research methods, and major problems of the discipline itself.  Topics include but are not limited to social psychology, the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, cultural influences, consciousness, memory and learning, developmental processes, psychological disorder and treatment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Learn to evaluate psychological data using the concepts, theories, and methods developed from an empirical, scientific perspective.

· Develop skills of “skeptical inquiry” when evaluating theories and explanations of individual behavior.

· Develop an intellectual curiosity and appreciation for their own existence and their inter-dependency with others and their environment.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Your final evaluation in the class is on the following criteria and grading scale:
1. Attendance and Participation
  75 pts.  (approx.  10.0%)
       675 - 750 pts.   (90.0  -100.0%)   =  A

2. Computer Simulation Completion
  80 pts.  (approx.  10.7%)
       600 - 674 pts.   (80.0  -  89.9 %)  =  B

3. Homework Assignments
  90 pts.  (approx.  12.0%)
       510 - 599 pts.   (68.0  -  79.9 %)  =  C

4. Writing Assignments
  90 pts.  (approx.  12.0%)
       435 - 509 pts.   (58.0  -  67.9 %)  =  D

5. Exams/Presentations
300 pts.  (approx.  40.0%)
       000 - 434 pts.   (00.0  -  57.9 %)  =  F

6. Final Comprehensive Exam
115 pts.  (approx.  15.3%)
    


                 

                   ----------------------------------




          

                   750 pts.                100.0%

Your course grade is based on the total number of points obtained as a percent of the total points possible.
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Attendance is one measure of participation and attending regularly will increase your opportunity to participate, thus increasing your likelihood of success in the course.  Approximately 10.0% (or 75 points) of your final grade is earned through participation.

College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than 2 weeks of class (6 hours of class).  Students who miss 3 or more class meetings before the March 10th drop date will be dropped from the class for nonattendance. 
Absences before March 10th will result in a loss of 2 points per absence.  Absences after the March 10th drop date will result in a loss of 4 points per absence.  Please be advised that students CAN lose more than the 75 points allotted for attendance if warranted by their absences.




COMPUTER SIMULATION COMPLETION
You are required to complete 5 simulations assigned from the Psyk.Trek CD (PINK face of the cube) that accompanies the textbook.  It will take between 20 to 30 minutes to complete each assignment.

Each simulation assignment will be computer generated and contain the following:

Your Name, Class Day and Time, Date you completed the simulation

The PsykTrek CD is straightforward, but it is a good idea for you to experiment with it as soon as possible to become comfortable and familiar with its workings.
For those students without computer access at home, the RC library computer lab is available for use, 

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
Homework will be given each week in conjunction with the readings.  The homework is a vital element of the following week’s class time.  At least nine 9 of these assignments will contribute to the overall grade.  Many of these assignments will ask specific questions regarding material covered both in the text and in lectures, and will serve as a study guide for exams.

Details of these assignments will be reviewed in class.  See the attached Weekly Schedule for due dates.
The Interactive Learning Modules (ILM) is an opportunity to review and quiz yourself on the material presented both in the text and in lectures.  They will help you learn material for the class.

***I strongly encourage you to review the PSYKTREK CD, Interactive Learning Module for each chapter of the text we cover.  I found the reviews and quizzes helpful when I took them (No, I did not get 100 %!!!)  ***
LATE homework assignments WILL NOT be accepted.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
You are required to complete 2 for the semester.  The first assignment will allow you to apply information learned from Chapter 2 (Research Methods), and the second will involve a topic of your choice related to the course material.  Details of this paper will be discussed later. 

EXAMS
There are 4 semester examinations/presentation consisting of many or all of the following: Multiple choice, fill-in, matching, true-false, short answer questions, essays, dramatic performances, poster presentations.  
THIS NUMBER DOES NOT INCLUDE THE FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM. 
Students are expected to be present and prepared to take the exams on the scheduled exam days.  If there is a conflict with a scheduled exam date, it is the responsibility of the student to notify me at least one week prior to the exam so that alternative arrangements can be made.  In this case, the exam cannot be a presentation and will be completed before the scheduled exam. 
· The only way to make up an exam is to notify me before the scheduled due date.
· The lowest exam score will be dropped from your overall grade.
· Presentations cannot be made up         
FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
The final exam will consist of multiple choice questions including all topics and materials covered during the semester.  Final exam questions will be taken verbatim (word for word) from the Practice Tests at the end of each chapter that we cover from the Weiten (2005) 6th edition textbook.

	· The final exam score cannot be the exam score dropped from the overall grade. 
· All students must take the final exam to earn a passing grade in the course (regardless of points earned).


EXTRA CREDIT – OPTIONAL

The only extra credit offered for the course is in the form of optional computer assignments from the Psyk.Trek  CD.  You can choose from the simulations or the interactive learning modules.  To receive credit for these assignments, we will develop a contract and you will be required to turn in several computer generated “printouts.” Remember to speak with me to review your ideas so we can create the contract together before beginning this work.
IMPORTANT POLICIES
· DEMONSTRATING SATISFACTORY PROGRESS 

Completing the assigned readings and homework assignments will prepare students for in class discussions; further, these efforts will assist students demonstrate their knowledge of the course material on examinations. If students have earned less than 40% of the total points possible by the 9th week of instruction, their successful completion of the course with a C or better is numerically impossible.  Students will be informed of their class standing and advised to seek counseling either with me or counseling services to discuss their status and all possible options to ensure their successful program matriculation.

· CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism, which includes specific steps that will be taken in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 

· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act that consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material so used, as one’s own work.

· STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), you should notify me immediately.  All reasonable requests for assistance will be considered, and efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.
RESOURCES
Reedley College Library………………………………………………….638-0352
           Access online…………………………………………………….http://www.reedleycollege.edu               

                                                                                      Then, click on Library Services

           Circulation Librarian…………………………………………..willie.alire@reedleycollege.edu
 
Hours:  Monday – Thurs: 7:30am-8pm

                                                         Friday: 7:30am-3pm

                                                         Saturday: 8:30am-11:30am

Counseling………………………………………………………………….638-0337

Writing Center……………………………………………………………..check for drop in hours

Online writing help:  reedleycollege.edu           academic programs          “other links”, lower left column

Reedley College

Psych 2-General Psychology/Spring 2006

Sanger HS

Thurs: 6-8:50 pm

                         Liz Clark                     liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu              Msg. 559- 638-3641 ext. 3807
This class schedule may be altered in your best interest.  Information may be postponed or deleted, but no new information will be added to the schedule.
	1/12/2006
	
	
	
	 
	
	1/19/2006
	
	
	 

	HW - Read chapters 1,2, and Appendix B
	
	Getting to know you - share what you wrote

	Write about: what excites you about psychology,
	
	Review Syllabus
	
	 

	What you already knew, what is new learning,
	
	Teach/Learn  - small group discussion

	Ask at least 3 questions that interest you
	 
	
	Pick topic area for papers 1&2
	 

	Bring to class
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1/26/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	2/2/2005
	
	
	 

	MEET IN REEDLEY LIBRARY 6PM - Circulation Desk
	
	EXAM #1 - Chapters 1,2, Appendix B

	Bring your PsykTrek CD and Text book
	 
	
	HW - Chapter 12
	
	 

	HW -work on paper #1 and study for Exam 1
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2/9/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	2/16/2005
	
	
	 

	Teach/Learn
	
	
	 
	
	Teach/Learn
	
	 

	PAPER #1 DUE
	
	
	 
	
	Prep for exam #2
	
	 

	HW - chapter 15, Simulation 10
	 
	
	Discuss paper #1
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	HW Chapters 7&8
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2/23/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	3/2/2005
	
	
	 

	EXAM #2 - Chapters 12,15,7,8
	
	 
	
	Teach/Learn
	
	 

	HW Chapter 9
	
	
	 
	
	HW Chapter 10
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	Prepare for paper #2
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3/9/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	3/16/2005
	
	
	 

	Teach/Learn
	
	
	 
	
	EXAM #3 - Chapters 9,10,4
	 

	Prep for exam #3
	
	
	 
	
	Teach/Learn
	
	 

	HW chapter 4, Simulation 3
	
	 
	
	HW Ch. 6, Simulation 4
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	bring draft of paper #2 to class 3/23
	

	3/23/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	3/30/2005
	
	
	 

	Teach/Learn
	
	
	 
	
	PAPER #2 DUE
	
	 

	Review draft of paper #2 - APA format
	 
	
	Teach/Learn
	
	 

	HW Chapter 5,Simulation 8
	
	 
	
	Prep for presentations
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	HW Chapter 3
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4/6/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	4/14/2005
	
	
	 

	EXAM #4 - PRESENTATIONS
	
	 
	
	SPRING BREAK
	
	 

	HW Chapter 11
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4/20/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	4/27/2005
	
	
	 

	EXAM #4 (cont'd) - PRESENTATIONS
	 
	
	Teach/Learn
	
	 

	Teach/Learn
	
	
	 
	
	Discuss Paper # 2
	
	 

	HW Chapter 13, Simulation #9
	 
	
	HW Chapter 14
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5/4/2005
	
	
	
	 
	
	5/11/2005
	
	
	 

	Teach/Learn
	
	
	 
	
	Prep for Final
	
	 

	Panel Discussion
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	    MAY 18, 2006
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	     FINAL EXAM
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PLEASE contact me as soon as you know you will miss class.  To make up assignment points (not participation points) you will:


Demonstrate your knowledge of the material missed.  Ways to demonstrate knowledge will be discussed in class.


Your make up assignment is due the evening you return to class.
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