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“Besides the law of nations relating to all societies, there is a polity or civil constitution for each particularly considered. No society can subsist without a form of government. ‘The united strength of individuals,’ as Gravina well observes, ‘constitutes what we call the body politic.’
“The general strength may be in the hands of a single person, or of many. Some think that nature having established paternal authority, the most natural government was that of a single person. But the example of paternal authority proves nothing. For if the power of a father relates to a single government, that of brothers after the death of a father, and that of cousins-german after the decease of brothers, refer to a government of many. The political power necessarily comprehends the union of several families.

“Better is it to say, that the government most conformable to nature is that which best agrees with the humour and disposition of the people in whose favour it is established.”
—Charles Louis de (Baron de) Montesquieu (1689 - 1755)
The Spirit of the Laws, Book I, part 3 (1748)
Course Description: 

This course is designed as an introduction to comparative government, a field of political science that involves cross-national analysis and area studies of the domestic politics of other countries.  This sub-discipline has two major objectives: (1) to teach people to think about politics in systematic and comparative terms, and (2) to foster some knowledge and understanding of other countries.  To this end, we will be investigating differences and similarities in the conduct of governments across a variety of countries around the world.  We shall examine each country’s social background and political history, the behavior of citizens and groups, how political institutions operate, and its public policy challenges.
By completing this course, students will acquire a variety of skills, including the abilities to
· analyze how political culture both affects and reflects various governmental systems,

· articulate the problem-solving processes employed by various governmental systems when responding to current political issues,

· discuss the allocation of political powers in selected nations/systems and relate to the checks and balances system of the three branches of government in the United States,

· compare the institutional traits that distinguish different governmental systems,

· summarize the allowances for popular participation that distinguish different governmental systems, and

· identify the governmental and economic systems used by various European, North American, South American, Asian, and African countries.
This course will be divided in three parts.  First we will discuss the methodology and logic of comparative studies.  Secondly we will familiarize ourselves with the broad concepts which serve as the underpinnings of the governments of nations around the world.  Lastly, we will investigate the contemporary political situations of various countries.
Texts / Readings:



Required:

· Roskin, M.G., Countries and Concepts: Politics, Geography, Culture (8th ed.)
· A reputable newspaper or news magazine—regularly following news coverage of current events from quality sources, both in terms of United States and foreign politics, is crucial to helping you understand and make sense of the issues covered in this course.  Some quality sources I would suggest you consider include
· The Economist (www.economist.com), 
· The Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest), 
· The International Herald Tribune (http://www.iht.com/), 
· The London Times (http://www.timesonline.co.uk/), 
· The New York Times (www.nytimes.com), 
· The Wall Street Journal (http://online.wsj.com/public/us), and/or 
· The Washington Post (www.washingtonpost.com).

· The news and country profiles compiled by the British Broadcasting Company (http://news.bbc.co.uk/).

· United States Department of State background notes (http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/).

Recommended:

· Collegiate dictionary
Basis for Evaluation:

Assignment









Points Per Assignment






Total Points

4 Geography quizzes









  15










  60  (7%)

4 Examinations 











100










400 (44%)


Final Examination










150










150 (16%)

4 News Briefs











  60










240 (27%)


Participation / Conduct / Attendance




  50










  50  (6%)













TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE







900

















Point Range


Percentage


Final Grade















900 – 810


100 – 90%



A
















809 – 720


89 – 80%




B
















719 – 630
       
79 – 70%




C
















629 – 540


69 – 60%




D
















539 and below

59% and below


F

Geography Quizzes:
As was implied in the Montesquieu quote above, environment is one of many factors that influences governmental development.  Keeping this in mind, we will have 4 “Map Quizzes” throughout the semester.
They will be divided as follows:

1. Europe

2. Asia

3. The Americas

4. Africa

Each quiz will be worth 15 points, and can be retaken as many times as the student desires after the initial administration.
Examinations:
There will be four 100-point examinations and a 150-point final examination.  Students will be allowed one 3’’x5’’ index card as a note card on all examinations.  All students will need either a Scantron form 886-E OR a “Blue Book” for all examinations.  MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS WILL ONLY BE GIVEN UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES.  Further instructions will be given as the first examination draws nearer.
Each examination will cover the following material:


EXAM 1: Why and How Do We Compare Countries? / Review of the United States

EXAM 2: Great Britain

EXAM 3: EITHER France, Germany, or Russia
EXAM 4: Japan

FINAL EXAMINATION: Developing Nations (The Third World)
News Briefs:

For this assignment, you are responsible for finding a current article (at least six paragraphs in length and written within the previous month) about a contemporary issue in the country we are studying.  Each news brief you submit should be approximately 2 pages in length.  Your papers should include at least the following two items: (1) a summary the article, and (2) a discussion of its relevance to the reading and/or lectures.  You analysis might address some, if not all, of the following questions:
· What issue does the reporter focus on and why?

· Is this a critical issue in the contemporary politics of the country and why?

· How does the article reflect or diverge from the materials covered in the assigned reading and class discussions?

· How does the issue illustrate a key similarity or difference with how government works in the United States or other countries we have studied?

When submitted, these materials should be typed in 10 or 12-point font, double spaced, and have 1” margins.  Students must use complete sentences and paragraphs in response to all questions.  These materials will be graded primarily on content and completeness; however, a portion of your grade will be based on grammar, spelling, and presentation.  PLEASE NOTE: your analyses are due at the beginning of class, and you must attach the article.  You may not turn in an analysis on a country once we have finished studying it in class.
Participation, Conduct, and Attendance:
An important part of the course is student participation.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to ask questions and offer input regarding the subject matter at hand and current events related to that subject matter.  However, a guaranteed way to lower your grade is to conduct yourself in an inappropriate manner in the classroom.  Inappropriate behavior such as reading, talking, sleeping, writing letters, etc., during class, or failure to treat everyone in the classroom with respect will affect your grade negatively, as will cheating on exams or instances of plagiarism in out-of-class writing assignments.  Those who wish to practice such inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and California Education Code 76030-76033).  

Attendance is obviously one measure of participation, and you will not do well in the course if you regularly fail to come to class.  Perfect attendance is best, and more than six hours of absences is definitely too many.  Be advised that it is the policy of this college that the instructor may drop a student who has missed more than two weeks of a full-term class.

Reading Assignments:
All reading assignments should be COMPLETED by the assigned date.  This will facilitate your learning the course material as well as your ability to participate in class discussions.  Keep in mind, the readings and the lectures are intended to complement, not replace, one another.  Some material covered in the lectures will not be covered in the text: conversely, information in the text may not be addressed directly in class.  In a testing situation, you will be responsible for all assigned materials.  If you have questions on any of the material, ASK!!!  I want to help you learn about American politics and government, but your questions may not be answered unless you ask them.  Also, always expect to answer questions in class based upon the assigned readings for that day.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please notify me immediately.  All reasonable requests for assistance will be considered, and efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

Overview of Important Dates:


Administrative:
· Last day to drop and receive a refund—Friday, January 20

· Last day to drop and avoid a “W”—Friday, January 27

· Last day to add— Friday, January 27

· Last day to change a class to or from a CR / NC grading basis—Friday, February 10

· Last day to drop—Friday, March 10


Class:
· EXAMINATION 1—Thursday, January 26

· GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 1 (Europe—first administration)—Tuesday, January 31

· NEWS BRIEF 1 (Great Britain)—Tuesday, February 14

· EXAMINATION 2—Thursday, February 16

· GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 2 (Asia—first administration)—Tuesday, February 21

· NEWS BRIEF 2 (Russia)—Tuesday, March 07

· EXAMINATION 3—Thursday, March 09

· GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 3 (The Americas—first administration)—Tuesday, March 14

· NEWS BRIEF 3 (Japan)—Tuesday, March 28

· EXAMINATION 4—Thursday, March 30

· GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 4 (Africa—first administration)—Thursday, April 04
· NEWS BRIEF 4 (“The Developing World”)—Tuesday, May 02
· FINAL EXAMINATION—Thursday, May 18, 9:00-10:50 a.m.


Holidays:
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday—Monday, January 16

· President A. Lincoln’s birthday (observed)—Friday, February 17

· President G. Washington’s birthday (observed)—Monday, February 20

· Spring Break—Monday, April 10 to Friday, April 14


Other Important Dates:
Tentative Course Schedule:
· WEEKS 1 - 3 (January 09 – January 27)
SECTION 1—WHY AND HOW DO WE COMPARE? / REVIEW OF THE UNITED STATES

READINGS:



COUNTRIES AND CONCEPTS: Politics, Geography, Culture

None

ASSIGNMENTS:


None
· EXAMINATION 1—Thursday, January 26, 2006

· WEEKS 4 - 6  (January 30 – February 17)

SECTION 2—GREAT BRITAIN

READINGS:



COUNTRIES AND CONCEPTS: Politics, Geography, Culture


PART I: GREAT BRITAIN



Chapters 2 - 6


ASSIGNMENTS:


Geography Quiz 1 (Europe)—Tuesday, January 31



News Brief 1 (Great Britain)—Tuesday, February 14
· EXAMINATION 2—Thursday, February 16, 2006

· WEEKS 7 - 9 (February 20 – March 10)
SECTION 3—RUSSIA

READINGS:



COUNTRIES AND CONCEPTS: Politics, Geography, Culture


PART IV: RUSSIA


Chapters 17 - 21


ASSIGNMENTS:


Geography Quiz 2 (Asia)—Tuesday, February 21



News Brief 2 (Russia)—Tuesday, March 7

· EXAMINATION 3—Thursday, March 09, 2006

· WEEK 10 - 12 (March 13 – March 31)
SECTION 4—JAPAN

READINGS:



COUNTRIES AND CONCEPTS: Politics, Geography, Culture


PART V: JAPAN


Chapters 22 - 26


ASSIGNMENTS:


Geography Quiz 3 (The Americas)—Tuesday, March 14



News Brief 3 (Japan)—Tuesday, March 28

· EXAMINATION 4—Thursday, March 30, 2006

· WEEKS 13 - 19 (April 03 – May 19)

SECTION 5—DEVELOPING NATIONS

READINGS:



COUNTRIES AND CONCEPTS: Politics, Geography, Culture


PART VI: THE THIRD WORLD


Chapters 27 – 29 (possibly 30)


ASSIGNMENTS:


Geography Quiz 4 (Africa)—Tuesday, April 04



News Brief 4 (one of the developing nations we are studying)—Tuesday, May 02

· FINAL EXAMINATION—Thursday, May 18, 9:00-10:50 a.m.
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