NR 1 INTRODUCTION TO FORESTRY

Course Syllabus for spring 2006
Thursday 1:00 - 4:50 PM

2 Units Credit
Instructor:
Kent Kinney



Office: FEM 10, Phone: (559)638-3641, Ext. 3275.



Office Hours: MWF 11:00




Email: kent.kinney@reedleycollege.edu
Course Objectives


This course is an overview of natural resources management with emphasis on the forestry in California.  It is intended for those who wish to explore career opportunities and develop entry-level skills.  This course will serve as an orientation to the Reedley College Forest/Park Technician Program. Basic chainsaw operation, identification of plants, equipment, and other components of the forest environment will be included.
Text Book 


“Introduction to Forests and Renewable Resources”, Seventh Edition, G. Sharpe, McGraw Hill. Required

“The Greatest Good, A Centennial History”. James Lewis, Forest History Society. ISBN 0-89030-065-8, www.foresthistory.org Recommended
“Forty Years a Forester: 1903-1943” (Elers Koch).  by Jack Ward Thomas. Mountain Press Publishing Company. ISBN: 0878423788

Attendance


You should come to every class, and be in there on time.  Arrival after roll is taken will be considered as a tardy.  Two tardies will count as one absence.  The success of this or any other course depends on the presence and active participation of each student.  It is the responsibility of the student to check on class meeting changes for the following week if a class session is missed.  Contact the instructor in the event of an absence.

The responsibility to drop the course for any reason, including lack of attendance, lies with the student.  Late work should be made up within one week but 10% will be deducted.  

Clothing and Safety Equipment


You will be working with equipment in an outdoor setting.  Wear long pants, long sleeve shirts, and warm clothing (also rain gear when appropriate). You must also have a hardhat, leather gloves, safety glasses, and boots.  This is for protection while working with chainsaws and vegetation.  This personal safety equipment will be required during laboratory exercises.  You may not receive credit for participation in a laboratory if you do not have the proper safety equipment.
Grades


Examination I 




15%

Examination II 




20%


Final Exam




30%


Issue Reports   (20 points each)


20%


Oral Report




5%


Laboratory Participation



10%
Cumulative course grade will be based upon the following




A

90 – 100%




B

80 – 89




C

70 – 79




D

50 – 69




F

49 or less

Assignments must be made up within one week but 10% may be deducted.  
Final Examination


Thursday, May 18 at 1:00 – 2:50 PM 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
	DATE
	Lecture
	Laboratory
	

	
	
	
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	Week 1
Jan 12
	Overview of NR Program
	Tool Identification
	

	Week 2
Jan 19
	History of Resources

(Ch 1, 2, 3, Appendix A)
	Tool Maintenance
	

	Week 3
Jan 26
	Resources Agency Structure

(Ch 17, 18)
	Trail Construction
	

	Week 4
Feb 2
	Professional Organizations (Appendix F, G, H)
	Parliamentary Procedure
	

	Week 5
Feb 9
	Exam I 
	Soil Conservation

(Ch 4, 10, 15, 19 
	

	Week 6
Feb 16
	)Chainsaw Safety
	Chainsaw Operation
	Issue Report due (Organization Research)

	Week 7
Feb 23
	Felling and Bucking
	Felling and Bucking
	

	Week 8
Mar 2
	Timber Production

(Ch 13, 19)
	Chainsaw Maintenance
	

	Week 9
Mar 9
	Pests and Disease of Forests

(Ch 6, 7)
	Land Measurements

(Ch 16)
	

	Week 10
Mar 16
	Slope and Height Measurement

(Ch 16)
	Timber Cruising

(Ch 16)
	Issue Report due (Historical Events; Appendix A, The Greatest Good, 100 Years a Forester)

	Week 11
Mar 23
	Topographic Maps

(Ch 16)
	Legal Land Description Maps

 (Ch 16)
	

	Week 12
Mar 30
	[image: image1.wmf]No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	

	Week 13
April 6
	
No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	

	Week 14
April 20
	Exam II  
	Plant Identification

(Appendix D, E)
	Issue Report due

(Students’ Topic Choice)

	Week 15
April 27
	Sequoia Lake Field trip
	Sequoia Lake Field trip
	

	Week 16
May 3
	No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	No Class Meeting (alternate assignment)
	

	Week 17
May 10
	Wood Species ID

(Ch 14)
	Lumber Characteristics

(Ch 14)
	

	Week 18

	Final Exam Thursday May 18    1 – 2:50  PM
	
	
































Spring break April 10 through 16
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