COURSE SYLLABUS:

Beginning Piano 

MUS 20


SPRING -- 2006


Instructor:  


Kim K. Kamerin

Cell:   559-786-7969

E-Mail:  




kamerin@scccd.org

kimk@cos.edu
I. 
MEETING TIMES:

MW

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM


(In addition, students must complete a minimum of two lab hours per week)

II.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:


A.  TEXTS:





Alfred’s All in One Adult Piano Course + Computer Disk





Alfred’s Basic Adult Theory Piano Book - Vol I


B.  ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:





Music Staff Paper




III.
Course Description

This class is an introduction to fundamental musical and piano playing skills.
IV.
ATTENDANCE AND GRADING

A.

REGULAR Attendance is mandatory:  MORE THAN (4) ABSENCES FROM CLASS MEETINGS OR A LAB HOURS RESPECTIVELY, WILL RESULT IN A DROP OR A FAILING GRADE.


B. 
There will be surprise quizzes that will be graded.


C.
Homework will be assigned.


D.
There will be a Mid-term and a Final exam.  These will be cumulative.



E.
The final grade will be computed as follows:




Homework



20%




Class work and Quizzes


20%




Mid-term exam grade percentage
10%








Recital Participation


30%






Final exam grade percentage

20%



Letter grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:






90% and above

A






80 - 89.99%

B






70 - 79.99%

C






60 - 69.99 %

D






59.99 and below

F


F.


TWO Laboratory Hours per week are Mandatory 







(by student 
arrangement)

V.
OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:

Students will develop a basic awareness of the piano keyboard including possible names of all black and white keys, half steps and whole steps, and patterns relating to playing in diatonic tonalities.

Students will interpret basic music notation on the Grand Staff including note names, time signatures, key signatures, and accidentals as they relate to music theory.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of basic rhythmic notation including sixteenth notes and rests, eighth notes and rests, quarter notes and rests, half notes and rests, and whole notes and rests as it relates to music theory.

Students will demonstrate a practical understanding of music notation by reading and playing notes on the piano, counting out loud, and dictating simple notes and rhythms.

Students will apply their knowledge of the piano keyboard by playing five-finger patterns in all twelve diatonic keys.

Students will understand and apply the process of transposition of songs to different diatonic tonalities and will be able to play songs in several diatonic tonalities.

Students will understand the rigors involved in preparing for performance by preparing and memorizing a piece, and participating in a piano recital.

VI. ACCOMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify Mr. Kamerin immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

