
Journalism 3 (3 units) 53270         News writing

Reedley College                                     W 12 p.m.-2:50 p.m.   ART 154                 
Instructor: Jill Hendrickson                 Email: jill.Hendrickson@reedleycollege.edu

Spring 2006                                         Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3817, or use my name 
COURSE DESCRIPTION/PREREQUISITE

Guided reporting and writing of a variety of news stories. Includes the basics of news writing, methods and practices. Interviewing, feature writing, legal and ethical principles. Basic skills advisory: eligibility for English 1A

COURSE OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

In this course the student will gain experience in a variety of the following: writing simple news stories using the inverted pyramid format, covering a sporting event, writing a news feature, covering a local government hearing, covering a court trial, covering a police, fire or rescue story, writing a news background feature, writing an interview, writing a sports feature, and interviewing for information and quotes. We will also talk about the differences between print and broadcast media and legal issues facing media personnel. We will discuss fairness and objectivity and the need to develop a personal code of ethics regarding news gathering and writing. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Writing Right for Today’s Mass Media, by Paul Adams. 

The Associated Press Stylebook, 2005.

Reporter’s notebook.

An 8 by 11 inch spiral notebook for taking notes in class. You must bring this to class and take notes on our discussions. Refer to these often. They will help you when you go out to do stories. 

Calendar for recording due dates. Recommend that you bring a dictionary.

GRADES

Because this is a news writing class, the majority of your grade will come from the stories you write. Stories are due at the beginning of class on the due date. Late papers will be marked down ten points for every day late up to fifty points off. You are only allowed a late paper once. Late papers handed into my box in the administration building must be stamped with the date. It is very important to respect deadlines in journalism. If you cannot meet them, you will never make it in this field. 

Be prepared also for pop quizzes on class discussions, readings and current events. The student should stay informed about hot topics in the news through daily use of a newspaper, internet, television and/or radio. You must be in class for the quizzes, because there are no make-ups. 

Stories                        100 points                                       GRADING SCALE 

Quizzes                         5 points                                         90 to 100%  = A

Final                           100 points                                         80 to  89%   = B
participation              100 points                                         70 to  79%   = C

                                                                                             60 to 69%    = D

                                                                                             lower than 60 = F

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is mandatory. That means arriving on time with all assignments completed and staying for the duration of the class. If you have any kind of time conflict that doesn’t allow you to arrive on time or stay for the designated time, you should not be in this class. Remember, we meet only once a week for approximately three hours, so it’s crucial that you be there. Two absences (that equals two weeks of missed classes) will result in a drop. Two tardies equal an absence. Over the course of the semester 100 participation points will come from being in class and participating. Your contribution to class discussions is very important. If you’re not in class, you can’t get the points.

You are responsible for going through the proper procedures if you need to drop from the class. Don’t just assume that it will be done for you, because that could result in a nasty surprise when you get an F on your record.

Turn off cell phones and pagers before you enter the classroom. If you answer a call during class I will tell you to leave for the rest of the day. It’s just too rude and disruptive. Food and drink, pets, friends and children are not allowed. Any disruptive student will be asked to leave. Please do not talk while I am lecturing, because it is distracting both for me and your fellow students. 

DISABILITY NOTICE

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act please contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously. Both go against school rules and are unacceptable. Plagiarism is stealing another person’s words or ideas. Briefly, it is plagiarism to copy from books, the Internet or another person’s work. Your work must be original and in your own words. 

IMPORTANT DATES

Jan. 16 (M) Martin Luther King holiday

Jan. 27 (F) last day to drop class to avoid a “W”

Feb. 10 (F) last day to change class to or from CR/NC grading basis

Feb. 17-20 (F-M) Presidents Day holiday

March 10 (F) Last day to drop class. After this a grade is assigned. 

April 10-15. Spring break!!!

May 15 (M) Final exams week begins

Date for our final: May 15 12-1:50

Keep all work for this class!!!

As an adjunct instructor, I don’t have an office on campus and therefore cannot hold office hours. If you need to talk to me about anything, please arrange it with me before or after class. 

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES

Eligibility for ENGL 125 and ENGL 126

COURSE OUTLINE

Topics to be covered include historical perspectives, social responsibility of journalists, credibility and honesty, approaches to social issues, the media: newspapers, magazines, books, radio, television, film, propaganda techniques, and advertising and public relations.


