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HISTORY 11: U.S.A. TO 1877  Spring 2006

Instructor: Gabriel Halls                                                                       

Office hours: Available by appointment

Email: glhalls@gmail.com
Location: Dinuba Vocational Center, Room 105                                                                                                        

Overview and Description:

In this course we will explore the American experiment from its “discovery”, colonization, and population, to its formation as the world’s first great democracy, and its perseverance through the Civil War.  The challenges brought to Americans through these stages in development have served to strengthen and embolden America.  We will look in depth at different military, social and political developments within the nation that have shaped our current situation, within the national scene, and the world at large. 

Required Book and Materials: American History, A Survey, Volume One, 11th Edition, by Alan Brinkley; Three (3) 884 Scantrons for exams, five (5) 815-E quizzstrips for reading quizzes, and one (1) bluebook for the essay exam.

Course Objectives: Students will gain an understanding of the native societies present in the western hemisphere during the Pre-Columbian times, the impact of Europeans exploration and colonization, the features of colonial society in north America during the 1600s and 1700s, the factors contributing to the American Revolution, and the evolution of political institutions in the United States.  Students will also examine the process of economic growth in America in the 1700s and 1800s, slavery, immigration, expansion into the far West, the causes and significance of the Civil War, as well as the impact of the Reconstruction era.  The course will provide students with insights into the broad forces that shaped the society, economy, culture, and political tradition of the United States up to the late 19th century, laying the foundation for the rich, multicultural society America represents today.

Electronics: Electronic devices should be cleared with the instructor before use in class.  Cellphones, pagers, etc. should be turned off and out of sight during class.  Laptops may be used for taking notes only.  No headphones are allowed in class.  

Course Assignments and Grading Policy:
-Examinations (200 points each)- Three multiple choice and one essay exam will be administered during the course of the semester.  The final exam will be multiple choice, but not comprehensive.  No exam will be dropped.  

-Reading quizzes (20 points each)- Reading quizzes will be scheduled (not pop quizzes) and will be based on that week’s reading.  No quiz grade will be dropped.  

-Film Paper- (50 points) Watch an approved (with the instructor) movie within the historical context of this class and write a two page, typed, double-spaced paper on its historical accuracy.  More details to follow.

Based on 950 points as the maximum for the class, students who earn 90% or more of the possible points will receive an A; 80%-89% = B; 70%-79% = C; 60%-69% = D; 59% or less of the possible points will receive an F.

Be Aware of the Drop Deadline Date: Students may withdraw from this course without a letter grade until the Ninth Week of the Semester.  After Friday, March 10, 2006, everyone enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.  Students who miss more than four class sessions prior to this date may be dropped from the course.

Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory.  The instructor will keep attendance every class session by passing around a sign-in sheet during the opening minutes.  Two absences are allowed without negatively affecting one’s grade.  Leaving early will be counted as an absence. (As this class meets once a week, attendance is extremely important.)  If you come in late, it is your responsibility to get on the roll sheet.  Five points will be deducted from a student’s overall semester grade for every absence after the first two.  Five bonus points will be added to the grade of students with perfect attendance.  I do not grant incompletes, except when the situation is beyond the student’s control and documented (must show proof).

Class participation is defined as being present in class, listening to lectures, and taking notes on class lectures.  
Services for Students with Disabilities: Students with a verified need for an academic accommodation should notify me as soon as possible and we will make suitable arrangements. 

Plagiarism and Cheating:  You should be aware of what this crime.  Copying ANYONE’S written work for use in your paper without properly documenting the source is considered cheating and against the law.  It can result in expulsion.

Exam and Quiz Make-up Policy: Exam and quiz grades represent the primary basis for your grade in this class.  It is your responsibility to be prepared and present on these days.  Nothing should prevent you from taking an exam on the scheduled day.  Exceptions- should an unforeseeable emergency arise (you must notify me), a day will be scheduled at the end of the semester (most likely during Dead Days) when one exam and/or quiz grade can be made up.  This exam will consist of essay(s) and term identifications.  No make-ups will be offered during the semester.  

Schedule:  (Subject to change)  Read assigned readings before coming to class.

Jan 11: Go over syllabus and introduction to the course, short lecture.

Jan 18: Europe and America before discovery and colonization. (Read ch. 1)

Jan 25: Beginnings of American colonization. (Read ch. 2)

Feb 1:   Quiz #1  Social and Cultural developments in Colonial America, (Read ch. 3)

Feb 8:   Seeds of frustration: American colonies breaking with the Crown. (Read ch. 4)

Feb 15:  Exam 1.  Revolution! (Read ch. 5)

Feb 22: Quiz #2 The Constitution and the American experiment. (Read ch. 6) 

Mar 1:  The Jeffersonian Era. (Read ch. 7)

Mar 8:  Westward expansion and the developing sectionalism. (Read ch. 8)

Mar 15: Quiz #3 Andrew Jackson and the Trail of Tears. (Read ch. 9)

Mar 22: Exam 2.  The Industrial Revolution at Home. (Read ch. 10)

Mar 29: Quiz #4 Slavery, Sectionalism, and State’s Rights.  (Read ch. 11-12)

Apr 5:   Tempers flare…The lead up to Civil War. (Read ch. 13)

Apr 12: Easter Break- No class

Apr 19: Essay Exam.  

Apr 25: Quiz #5 Civil War (Read ch. 14)

May 3:   Reconstruction. (Read ch. 15)

May 10: Reconstruction and review; Film Paper due
May 17: Final Exam
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