HISTORY 12

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 1865

INSTRUCTOR:  Paul Beckworth

CLASSROOM, DAY & TIME:  SOC-31, Saturday, 9:00-11:50am

REQUIRED TEXT:  American History, A Survey, Volume 2, 11th Edition, by Alan Brinkley

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course traces the development of the United States from 1865 to present,            

providing an overview of the events and factors that have transformed America into the nation it is today.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Students will examine the settlement of the Far West and its impact on the                   

Indians there, industrial development of the nation, and its transformation into a modern urban industrial 

society.  America’s wars since 1865 will also be examined.  Immigration, racism, religion and their impacts 

American culture will be studied as well as economic changes, social movements, and political 

developments.  Basically, we will study how America now has been molded by America then.

SEATING CHART:  A seating chart will be prepared at the start of the semester assigning each student an 

assigned seat.  If you want or need to sit in the front for whatever reason, please let the instructor know.  Once 

the seating chart is complete, all students will be required to sit in their assigned seats.

CELL PHONE ALERT:  Cell phones, ipods, blackberries, and other similar electronic devices are to be 

turned off and out of sight during the class.  No headphones allowed.

CORE ASSIGNMENTS:  
Examinations: 4 @ 100 points each based on assigned reading and lectures

Term paper:  100 points. A nine page paper involving the analysis of a historically based movie.

Quizzes:  2 @ 25 points each based on assigned reading and lectures

Final: 200 points.  This final will not be comprehensive.  Based on assigned reading and lecture.
Extra Credit Points: 50 points

GRADING:  

Total points=400 points (4 exams)+ 100 points (term paper)+ 50 points (2 quizzes)+ 200 points (final)=750 points 

750-685= 90-100%= A

684-620= 80-89%= B

619-542= 70-79%= C

541-464= 60-69%= D

*NOTE*  Makeup tests and quizzes are given under only the most extenuating circumstances and it is up to the student to make arrangements to do the makeup test or quiz.  All makeups must be done within two weeks.  If a known school activity or personal appointment conflicts with a test or quiz, the student must let the instructor know beforehand and arrange to take the test or quiz at another time.  The term paper is due at the beginning of class on April 29.  No late papers will be accepted.
*NOTE* Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will be given an automatic F for the course.

DROP DEADLINE DATE: Students may withdraw from this course without a letter grade until March 10.  After that date everyone enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Consistent attendance and participation is a must for this course.  Roll will be taken each class period.  Students who leave early will be marked absent.  Every student is allowed to miss two classes without penalty.  After that the student will dropped from the course, no excuses.  

NOTE:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the instructor as soon as possible.

PLAN TO SUCCEED:  Be prepared each class period and ready for each test or quiz.  Take good notes, ask questions.  Get comfortable; come in your pajamas if you want.  I know we would all rather be at home eating Cocoa Puffs, watching Saturday morning cartoons than be in a three hour history class but that’s what it takes to succeed; sacrifice.  Congratulations for having the spirit to take a Saturday morning class.  
HISTORY 12 READING AND LECTURE SCHEDULE

WEEK 1 JAN 14                                                                                                                       

Intro to History 12 
Syllabus handout 

The Far West 

Collision of cultures

Life in the West

*Read chapter 16 & 17*

WEEK 2 JAN 21

Industrialization

The government, labor and business

*Read chapters 18 & 19*
WEEK 3 JAN 28

The City

Immigration

Populism

*Read chapter 20, study for exam 1*

WEEK 4 FEB 4

EXAM 1
Empire and American overseas expansion
Spanish-American War

*Read chapters 21 & 22*

WEEK 5 FEB 11

The Progressive Era

Teddy Roosevelt

Religion and race in America

*Read chapter 23*

WEEK 6 FEB 18

PRESIDENT’S DAY NO CLASS
WEEK 7 FEB 25

World War I

Versailles & Woodrow Wilson
*Read chapters 24, 25 & 26 and study for quiz 2*

WEEK 8 MAR 4

EXAM 2

The roaring 1920s
The Great Depression and the New Deal

*Read chapters 27 & 28p748-769, study for quiz 1
WEEK 9 MAR 11
QUIZ 1
Global crisis and the coming of WWII

European Theater

The Home Front

*Read chapter 28 pages 769-774*

WEEK 10 MAR 18

The Pacific Theater 

The End of the war

*Read chapters 29 & 30, study for test 3*

WEEK 11 MAR 25

TEST 3

Postwar America

The Cold War

*Read chapter 31 p 836-841*

WEEK 12 APR 1

The Civil Rights Movement & MLK
The White South

*Read ch 31 p 830-836, 841-857, ch 32 p 879-882
Study for test 4*

WEEK 13 APR 8

TEST 4

John F. Kennedy

Vietnam

*Read ch 32 p 858-874, ch 33, study for quiz 2*

WEEK 14 APR 15

NO CLASSES EASTER BREAK

WEEK 15 APR 22

QUIZ 2
Ford and Carter

Reagan and the 1980s

*Read chapter 34, WORK ON TERM PAPERS*

WEEK 16 APR 29

TERM PAPERS DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS

Clinton and globalization

Bush, September 11 and the New World

WEEK 17 MAY 6

The impact of sports, music and movies on American historical thought and culture

*STUDY FOR FINAL*

WEEK 18 MAY 13

FINAL
