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Office hours: T 10-12, F 11-12 A-2

drop date:  3/10/06




    and Th 6-8PM A-2 (or Starbucks)

Required Text:  The American Tradition in Literature (shorter edition in one volume, tenth edition), available in the Reedley College Bookstore.  In addition, you will choose one novel to read from a list of authors we will have read--any edition will be fine.

English 48 is a survey of American Literature, beginning with the Pilgrims, progressing chronologically through the centuries, and concluding in the present.  We will explore American ideas as they relate to God, nature, science, business and industry, men’s and women’s roles, societal change, and much more.  

We will meet only twice during the semester (see attached syllabus for exact meeting times and dates).  These meetings are mandatory—arrange your life to make sure you are there. Additionally, I will be available Thursday evenings from 6-8, as per request from last semester, who requested more discussion time.  Initially, we’ll meet in my office, like a book club, but if the group becomes large, we can move to Starbucks across the street.

The rest of the class will be conducted online, primarily in the form of answers you will compose to questions I ask each week about the readings on the discussion board and your responses to other students’ answers and questions.  I will read, file, and assess your answers and responses for a grade at the end of the semester reflecting the quality and level of your participation (so write in standard English, with thought to your organization and support—see examples which include page citations—very scholarly).

Students will submit two essays and write mid-term and final exams.  Essays must be composed using Microsoft Word, adhering to MLA Style guidelines for parenthetical documentation, including a Works Cited page (see external link to MLA by OWL at Purdue http://198.189.163.11:80/bin/frame.pl?item=my_inst&1101677671; see also guidelines for composing literary analyses and other helpful hints and tips, including examples under Course Documents).  Essays must be submitted by midnight of the due date.

The mid-term exam will be given during the second class meeting.  I will post the final exam the weekend preceding the 17th week so you’ll have a week and two weekends to complete your good work; the final is worth two grades.  Read the announcement each week for updates. 

In summary, each student will have ten grades:  Response Grade weeks 1-3, Essay One, Response Grade weeks 4-7, Essay Two, Mid-term Exam (completed in class), Response Grade weeks 8-11, Novel paper, Response Grade weeks  12-16, Final Exam (which counts as two grades).  Response Grades are on the Discussion Board (quality and participation).  

English 48 - American Literature online
deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu




Syllabus of Readings, Postings, and Assignments

Tentative syllabus of readings (page numbers in parentheses), posting dates for Discussion Board, and assignments designed to take 9 hours for reading and response.  I’m thinking the equivalent of one story 4 days a week.  Always watch Announcement Board for changes.  Email me with questions and comments or problems you might be having (not that I expect any, but things happen).  Listed are the minimum reading assignments; I encourage you to read more of each chapter as time and interest allows and to notice the timelines and sidebar information in the text.  Movies are recommended, not required (and not included in the 9 hours—this IS a literature class!).

Week 1:  We are sampling from the first two chapters here:  What is the role of God in the lives of the settlers and colonists? What are the relationships between people of different races?

Jan. 10, 2006 

Exploration and the Colonies (skim chapter)

“John Smith’s Relation to Queen Anne of Pocahontas (1616)” (17)

William Bradford “Chapter X: Showing How They Sought out a Place of Habitation; and 
What Befell Them Thereabout” (23)

John Winthrop “A Model of Christian Charity” (36-43)

Anne Bradstreet “Upon the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666” (52)


Edward Taylor “The Glory of and Grace in the Church Set Out” (75)

William Byrd “History of the Dividing Line” (93)

St. Jean de Crevecoeur “Letters from and American Farmer: What is an American?”(111)

Reason and Revolution (skim chapter)

Jonathon Edwards “Personal Narrative” (145)


Movie The Crucible (or see the play at UHS (CSUF)1/12-1/15)
Benjamin Franklin from “The Autobiography” (179-181)

Thomas Jefferson “Notes on the State of Virginia [A Southerner on Slavery]” (223)

Olaudah Equiano “Chapter 2 [Horrors of a Slave Ship]” (230)

Phillis Wheatley (238) “On Being Brought from Africa to America” (240)

Jan. 13-14, 2006 Post to Forum #3

Jan. 15-16, 2006 Respond to Forum #3

Week 2:  We are looking at the relationship between nature and society, and we encounter Transcendentalism

Jan. 17, 2006

The Romantic Temper and the House Divided (skim chapter)

Washington Irving “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (283)

James Fenimore Cooper “The Prairie:  Chapter XXXIX [Death of a Hero]


Movie Last of the Mohicans
William Cullen Bryant “Thanatopsis” (318) retype this poem in paragraph form and 
email it to me

Ralph Waldo Emerson “Self-Reliance” (385) and “The Over-Soul” (401)

Henry David Thoreau About “Walden” (426) and “Where I Lived, and What I Lived for” 
(466) and “Conclusion” (483), and first paragraph of “Civil Disobedience” (490)

Jan. 19-20, 2006 Post to Forum #4

Jan. 21-22, 2006 Respond to Forum #4

Week 3:  We Meet the Romanticists Hawthorne and Poe and look at the relationship between science and nature

Jan. 23, 2006

Edgar Allen Poe “Sonnet—To Science” (511) always read footnotes!”, “The Fall of the 
House of Usher” (538) and “The Cask of Amontillado” (562)

Jan. 26-27, 2006 Post

Jan. 28-29, 2006





1/30 RESPONSE GRADE FOR WKS 1-3__________

Week 4


Movie The Scarlet Letter

Nathaniel Hawthorne “Young Goodman Brown” (589),  “The Birthmark” (613),  
“Rappaccini’s Daughter” (624)

Feb 2-3, 2006 Post to Forum #5

Feb 4-5, 2006 Respond to Forum #5

Week 5:  We meet Herman Melville and understand his ideas about man and society.  What does he have to say about the worker’s power over the employer?  Have you ever had a Bartleby job?

Feb 6, 2006

Herman Melville “Bartleby the Scrivener” (654) and “Billy Budd, Sailor”


Movie Moby Dick

Read “Instructions for Writing a Literary Analysis” in Course Documents

Feb. 9-10, 2006 Post to Forum #6

Feb. 11-12, 2006 Respond to Forum #6

Week 6:  The Chapters are called “The Humanitarian Sensibility and the Inevitable Conflict” and “An Age of Expansion.” How do nature and God figure into people’s lives? We’ll read and discuss while you finish Essay #1 (due Sunday)
Feb. 13, 2006

The Humanitarian Sensibility and the Inevitable Conflict (skim chapter)

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow “Nature” and “The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls” (774)

Harriet Beecher Stowe “Oldtown Folks:  Miss Asphyxia” (798)

Walt Whitman “Song of Myself” 1-3, 24-32, 52 or so (881) and “There Was a Child 
Went Forth” (943) and “A Noiseless Patient Spider” (952)

Emily Dickinson “[My Life had stood—a Loaded Gun--]” (975), “[Tell the Truth but Tell 
it Slant]” (978), “[As Imperceptibly”  “[He Ate…” and “[Apparently…” (981)

Movie Huck Finn
Feb. 16-17, 2006 Post to Forum #7, post outline of Essay #1

Feb. 18-19, 2006 Respond to Forum #7





ROLE OF GOD ESSAY due Feb. 20, 2006______
Week 7 Many Americans lived overseas as expatriates.  What does this say about our relationship to Europe?  What changes do you observe in the sense of self?  How about the relationships between the sexes?
Feb. 21, 2006

Henry James “Daisy Miller” (1034) and “The Beast in the Jungle” (1089)

Edith Wharton “Roman Fever”(1292)
Feb. 23-24, 2006 Post to Forum #8, post draft of Essay #1

Feb. 25-26, 2006 Respond to Forum #8






2/27 REPONSE GRADE FOR WKS 4-7_____
Week 8:  The Awakening is a short novel of a woman’s sexual independence.  Is Edna justified in leaving Leonce?

Kate Chopin The Awakening (1169)

Mar 2-3, 2006 Post to Forum #9

Mar 4-5, 2006 Respond to Forum #9

Week 9:  At the turn of the last century, awakenings were everywhere

Mar 6, 2006

The Turn of the Century (skim chapter)

Mary E. Wilkins Freeman “The Revolt of “Mother” (1255)

Theodore Dreiser “The Second Choice” (1325), Willa Cather “Neighbor Rosicky” (1367)

We meet Thurs 3/9 in Soc 35 at 6PM.  


MIDTERM EXAM______

Mar. 9-10, 2006 Post to Forum #10

Mar. 11-12, 2006 Respond to Forum #10

(drop date is March 10, 2006)

Week 10:  We’re going to read from some influential poets

Edna St. Vincent Millay “I Shall Not Go Back Again…” 1588, “What My Lips Have 
Kissed…” 1588, “Love Is Not All…” 1590, “Those Hours…” 1590

Robert Frost “Mending Wall” 1390, “Home Burial” 1391, “Fire and Ice” 1407, “Design” 
1409

Amy Lowell “Patterns” 1479, “A Decade” 1482

Carl Sandburg “Fog” 1414, “Nocturne”, “Monotone”, “A Fence”

Elizabeth Bishop “In the Waiting Room” 1766, “One Art” 1768

Mar. 16-17 post

Mar. 18-19 respond

Week 11:  We’re going to read from some more influential poets—I’ll be asking you about differences in style and content

Wallace Stevens “Sunday Morning” 1497, “A High-Toned Old Christian Woman” 1501, “Emperor of Ice Cream” 

William Carlos Williams “Spring and All” 1514, “The Red Wheelbarrow” “This Is Just to Say” 1515, “The Young Housewife” 1509, “Tract” 1510 (compare to “Emperor of Ice Cream”)

Marianne Moore “Poetry” 1521

Try: T.S. Eliot “The Waste Land” 1460, “Hollow Men” 1476 and

Ezra Pound from the “Cantos” “What Thou Lovest” 1442, “Came Neptunus” 1443

Movie:  Death of a Salesman
Mar. 23-24 post

Mar 25-26 respond




3/27 REPONSE GRADE FOR WKS 8-11_____
Week 12: 
F. Scott Fitzgerald “Babylon Revisited” 1611 (compare to Daisy Miller)

Movie:  Great Gatsby

William Faulkner “Barn Burning” 1655

Ernest Hemingway “Big Two-Hearted River” 1669

Mar. 30-31 post

Apr 1-2 respond

Week 13: Three 20th Century Black Writers
Langston Hughes 1602

Richard Wright from Black Boy 1689

Gwendolyn Brooks 1775

Ralph Ellison from Invisible Man 1805

Apr. 6-7 post

Apr. 8-9 respond and announce novel choice
SPRING BREAK:  CHOOSE A NOVEL FROM ANY AUTHOR IN THE TEXT TO READ THIS WEEK. Read the book; explore what others have written about it; email or come see me; write a paper discussing your thoughts and including some of your research discoveries.

Week 14: Four More 20th Century Writers
John Cheever “The Swimmer” 1797

Movie:  The Swimmer

Bernard Malamud “The Mourners”

Flannery O’Connor “Good Country People” 1843

Tenessee Williams “The Glass Menagerie” (optional--a play—we’ll read it Thurs 4/20 at--meet in A-2) 1707

Movie: Streetcar Named Desire
Apr. 20-21 post

Apr. 23-24 respond






NOVEL RESEARCH ESSAY DUE 4/22_______

Week 15: Poetry Project—Choose one poet to read and write about.  In a paper, discuss the poet’s themes and methods of achieving his or her desired effect.
Roethke 1751, Bishop 1759, Berryman 1769, Ammons 1868, Bly 1877,  Ginsberg 1879, Merrill 1889, Ashbery 1899, Wright 1906, Sexton 1911, Rich 1918, Snyder 1927, Plath 1932, Baraka 1940, Oliver, Smith, Dove, Song

Apr. 24-25 choose poet – post (first come, first served—one person per poet)

Apr. 27 post project to discussion board and copy into email directly to Lapp for response or come to Thursday evening discussion
Apr. 28-30 respond to at least two projects
Week 16: Modern Fiction—Beginning April 30, read one story each day (that’s 6 of the 10).  Choose one story to analyze/review in critical detail for your classmates. Post your review (summary, analysis, and recommendation) to discussion board and respond to the reviews of others.
Morrison (1892), Updike (1991), Carver (2039), Oates (2054), Mason (2066), Walker (2076), O’Brien (2084), Beattie (2090), Tan (2100), Erdrich (2110)

Movie:  Short Cuts  (I’ll show it Thursday evening)
May 2-5 choose the one story to analyze/review– post (first come, first served—one person per story)

May 7 post review





5/8 REPONSE GRADE FOR WKS 12-16_____
Week 17-18: Final—Choose a theme (the role of God; the role of women; the influence of politics or commerce; man’s relationship to nature; man’s reliance on others; what love is) over the course of our history.  Support your thesis in a paper of 4-6 pages with works from each half-century or so. Document in MLA style
May 10 post draft to the discussion board 
May 11 I recommend you come by Thursday evening 6-8 PM
May 15 final is due by noon—bring it in 12-1 Monday to Lapp’s office or copy and paste 






into email to Lapp







FINAL EXAM______

All Summer Long:  I recommend that you read the wonderful works that we weren’t able to get to.  Happy reading!

