English 262:  Reading Improvement  
Mrs. Jan Zigler
Class meets:_____________________
Forum 8 (638-3641 X 3262)
E-mail: jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu
Office hours:  M-TH 2-3
BIBLIOPHILE

I can’t control them.

I can’t seem to intercede.

My eyes have a mind all their own.

With me or without me, they read.

They need to fix

On print at all times:

Cereal boxes at the breakfast table,

Junk magazines in the checkout line.

But mostly my eyes

Are craving good stores—

Stories about my life and times,

Found in others’ loves and worries—

Stories that take me inside myself,

Stories that take me away,

Luring me into other worlds

Where, whenever I can, I stay

And stay

Until it’s distressingly late

(Until my eyes need that other world

Where they rest and anticipate)

Fixing and fixing and fixing again

On someone’s words and ways,

Making those words belong to me, too,

Reeling in wonder and rage and dismay.

I couldn’t live if I couldn’t read.

It’s nothing less: I’m hooked.

I know it sounds like a sales pitch

(YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER LOVES BOOKS0

But your English teacher loves books.

Nancie Atwell

SOME SKILLS YOU’LL DEVELOP IN THIS CLASS:

1. Using a dictionary effectively when you need to.
2. Increasing world knowledge.
3. Reading actively and connecting ideas in order to see the big picture.
4. Summarizing and retelling what you have read in your own words.
5. Presenting an opinion based on facts, and not just emotions.

6.   Reading faster and understanding more.
EXPECTATIONS FOR READING

1. Find books, authors, subjects, and themes that matter to you, to your life, to who you are and who you want to become.

2. Keep a list of your territories as a reader:  authors, subjects, purposes, and genres.

3. Try new authors, subjects, purposes, and genres; expand your reading schemas.

4. Recognize that there are different modes of reading and different stances readers take in regard to different kinds of texts.

5. Develop and articulate your criteria for selecting and abandoning books.

6. Go inside your books and respond to the writing you are reading; decide what is working and needs more work in the books you read. 
7. Have conversations, both oral and written, with others about what you think and notice about the writing you are reading.

8. Read for at least a half hour every night, seven nights a week.

9. Keep a record of the books you finish reading or abandon.
MATERIALS 
Bring a binder, paper, and a pen to class daily.  You will also need: 
· $5 as your library card for the class library

· Textbook:  Topics for Today
· A 3.5” floppy disk

(  A simple folder



ATTENDANCE

Please arrive on time and ready to work.  Turn off your cell phone and/or pager when you enter the classroom.  You may miss a maximum of 10 days before the March 17 drop date.  On the 11th  absence before that date, you will be dropped.  
CREDIT

You must be registered no later than Friday, January 27.

This is a 4-unit, credit/no credit class.  You should know your progress at all times by keeping track of your scores on the your own Point Total Sheet.  There are extra point opportunities built into the class work.  For this reason, there is no additional extra credit given.  To pass the class, you must earn a minimum of 420 points total on all work.

LET ME KNOW IF YOU NEED A TESTING ACCOMODATION OR IF YOU HAVE A LEARNING DISABILITY.    

