Syllabus for English 1A

Reading and Composition:  Socialization and Culture

Reedley College    Spring Session 2006    January 09—May 19

Section #53018    8:00—9:50 M (Rm HUM 62) W (Rm SOC 35)
Instructor: David Hurst    Email: dhurst@scccd.org
Course Overview

We live and grow and learn to be social through communities.  From our earliest definition of ourselves as members of family units, through our identification with peer groups in our teens, to our recognition of ourselves as adults in a larger context, we are both shaped by and contribute to the shape of these communities.  Because we are so concerned with the details of living our lives, we often take for granted the elements of these communities that have filled our past and determined our present.  This class will ask you to explore these elements of socialization, not just to better understand how we become who we are, but more importantly to identify what we might want to change or retain in order to create a better society.

Whether you realize it or not, all writing is an act of conversation—even in journals, writers often imagine an audience.  In college, these conversations, like classroom discussions, take place in a context of learning.  In this class, you will be expected to take an active role in this learning process by contributing your knowledge to the class and considering the knowledge of others.  The writing you will do, like the readings we will discuss, is all part of larger academic conversations aimed at increasing the body of knowledge in the world.

Primarily, this class will discuss our social and political world through reading and writing.  Your active role means that I will keep lectures to a minimum.  We will pay closer attention to the thoughts and responses that you bring to the classroom.  You will be expected to give particular issues careful consideration, to articulate your own thoughts through speaking and writing, and to listen to each other respectfully.  

We will also explore the process of writing and how to be a good reader and writer.  A myth we often are taught is that strong writing is a gift and we think we are poor writers if we can’t produce a perfect piece in one try.  Instead, we will break the process into components and develop manageable strategies to improve both competence and confidence, not just for this class, but for your college, and future careers.

This class is reading and writing intensive. We will write three major essays and compile a portfolio over the course of this semester as well as write a number of smaller response papers.  You will be reading or writing, or both, every class.  Your final portfolio and at least one other paper will be posted to a class website as well.

Expected Outcomes/Objectives
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

· Write standard American English appropriate to the university and the workplace

· Write varied sentences (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)

· Employ one or more pre-writing strategies (outlining, freewriting, clustering, looping, etc.)

· Plan and write coherent paragraphs and essays that incorporate effective thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions, supporting sentences, and various strategies of introduction, development, and conclusion

· Analyze and discuss college-level reading material

· Distinguish among purpose, audience, voice, and style

· Write summaries, paraphrases, and critiques that accurately reflect and/or criticize the subject matter

· Write essays in different analytical modes (e.g. process, classification, comparison-contrast)

· Construct argument papers that demonstrate familiarity with the topic, state a position clearly, provide substantiating evidence, and avoid logical fallacies

· Write an effective research paper that demonstrates utilization of library and other resources, states and effectively supports a thesis, and documents evidence according to MLA and/or APA guidelines

· Compare the rhetorical strategies of two authors and their relative effectiveness
Required Materials

· The Writer’s Presence, 4th Ed.—McQuade—isbn 0-312-40027-6

· A Pocket Style Manual, 4th Ed.—Hacker—isbn 0-312-40684-3

· A notebook or journal for the exclusive use of this class

· A computer disk or flash drive on which you can save your work

· Note paper and writing utensils for in-class writing assignments

Recommended Materials

· Access to a dictionary and thesaurus

· A sense of humor and a willingness to work

Grading

Final grades will be based on the following percentage scale:

Essay #1:  
personal artifact





10%

Essay #2:
family and community




15%

Essay #3:
social issues






15%

Portfolio:
linking communities





20%

Short Writing Assignments & Grammar Logs



20%
Participation








20%

Grade Scale:
90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, 59%-below = F

The Essays:

The assignment sequence in this class is important. As your teacher I am trying to develop a sequence of writing tasks that are increasingly difficult.  Generally speaking, as the semester progresses, we will be moving from an emphasis on writing that is anchored in personal experience to writing immersed in analysis of secondary sources and academic issues.

Essays must be turned in both as printed hard copies in MLA Style and as electronic documents (saved on a disc).  Essays not properly formatted will be returned unread.

All essay drafts are due at the beginning of class on the specified dates.  No late work will be accepted.  Email is not acceptable without the hard copy. If you have turned your work in on time, you will be allowed to rewrite one essay to improve the original grade.  I will give instructions on this as needed.

The Portfolio:


There will be 4 formal essays (the fourth will be part of the portfolio) and a number of shorter writing assignments in this class.  These should all be saved over the course of the semester and then organized in a portfolio that will represent the level of writing competency you have achieved in this class.  In order to pass this class, you will be required to turn in every essay we write.  Thus, at the end of the semester your portfolio must have at least 4 essays in it.

Your portfolio should also contain any other pieces of writing, note-taking or other things you have used to build your essays.  The portfolio should illustrate your writing performance in this class, including reading work you may produce.  Thus it should contain any writing you believe demonstrates the thinking and decision making you perform as you work your way through the writing we generate.  

Short Writing Assignments & Grammar Log:

You will be required to turn in short, informal papers that will aim to have you write about the course materials at hand.  Although these assignments will be short, they do have to be serious:  I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on this writing, and I will expect that your writing shows you are thinking critically about the subject matter. 

Each short writing assignment will be graded on thoroughness and depth of insight as well as on the quality of the writing (that is, argument structure, syntax, and grammatical correctness).  The responses must be in paragraph format and will be due at the beginning of class on the specified dates.  No late work will be graded.

After each of the first two essays, you will be required to enter notes in a Grammar Log.  Specific instructions will be given when the essays are returned to you.  This log is worth 20% of the grade for this section (4% of the overall grade).

Participation:

Since a portion of your grade is based on class participation, it will behoove you to attend each class session. Participation is determined by in-class discussions, small group participation, homework assignments, in-class writing responses and other such modes of thinking via writing.  

Class Format

Homework is due at the beginning of class each day, no exceptions.  When you enter the classroom, leave your homework with me.  There will be reading and writing assignments due every class period.  Do not fall behind—I do not accept late work for a grade.

The first 10 minutes of class will typically be a writing activity of some sort.  Often there will be another writing activity before the end of class.  You are to do these activities in your journal and keep them with you through the semester—I will collect the journals at random.  These activities are part of your Participation score and they will help you in the writing assignments you will have.  Always bring your journal, your reader, your computer disk, and writing utensils to class.

Finally, sleeping and/or disruptive behavior will earn you a conference with me, and possibly an absence for the day (or at least no credit for Participation).  Don’t take this class if you cannot commit to the time in or out of class.
Absences and Tardies

First day absences are No-Shows and those students are dropped immediately.  Re-admittance is at my discretion and will depend on seat availability.

This course is discussion and activity driven. A good deal of time is spent modeling and discussing, demonstrating and explaining.  There are no “excused” absences.  Be sure you can commit to the class schedule before continuing in the class.  If you have four consecutive absences before the final drop date, you will be dropped from the class regardless of points earned.  If your absences are spread out or go past the drop date, after four your final grade will be reduced 1 letter grade each additional absence.  Eight spread-out absences prior to the drop date will drop you from the class regardless of points earned.

Tardies are disruptive and interfere with the learning environment.  If you are late, find your seat as respectfully as possible and catch up as best you can.  If you are repeatedly late, I will treat your behavior as disruptive and proceed accordingly.  If you have a special case, you must report it to me as soon as possible.  Being extremely late, more than 15 minutes, will be treated as an absence.

Contact and Conferences
At different times during the semester, a student may need time with me or I may request a conference with him or her.  I check my email daily at the email address on the front page.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are experiencing a problem, have any questions, need help or clarification from me, or have ideas and suggestions for the class.  I am here to help you succeed.

Students with Disabilities
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the college, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation.  For more information, contact Disabled Students Programs and Services.

Cheating and Plagiarism
The following is copied verbatim from the Fresno City College web site:

Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Cheating, plagiarism and collusion in dishonest activities erode the college's education and social role in the community.

Cheating
Cheating is the act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that he/she has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Copying or allowing another to copy a test, paper, project or performance.

2. Using unauthorized materials during a test, for example, notes, formula lists or "cheat sheets".

3. Taking a test for someone else or permitting someone to take a test for you.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of representing the work of another as one's own without giving credit. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

1. Incorporating the ideas or words of another's work without giving appropriate credit.

2. Representing another's artistic or scholarly works, such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, etc., as one's own.

Disciplinary Procedures
When a faculty member discovers a violation of the cheating or plagiarism policy, the faculty member:

1. Will arrange a conference with the student and at that time advise the student of the allegations.

2. Will notify the dean of the division in writing that an act of dishonesty has occurred. This report will become a part of the student's permanent record. A copy will be mailed or given to the student.

3. May give the student an "F" for the assignment and/or for the course, depending upon the seriousness of the infraction.

If the student's permanent record indicates more than one occurrence of cheating or plagiarism, the student may be placed on probation, suspended or expelled by the Dean of Students. 

A student may appeal to the Academic Standards Committee any sanctions employed based on an allegation of dishonesty. Such an appeal must be made within fifteen (15) days after notification is mailed or given to the student.

Disruptive Classroom Behavior


The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms that are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

Course Changes
This syllabus may change during the course of the semester to better address the class’s needs.  A handout explaining the new expectations will accompany such changes.

Preliminary Readings and Essay Schedule

All readings are from The Writer’s Presence, 4th Ed. except as noted, page numbers in parentheses.  All readings are to generate 1-2 page guided responses (each) from questions distributed in class when assigned.  The dates of each essay’s major stages and all readings are subject to change.

Silent Dancing (p 93)

Biography of a Dress (p 154)

Superman Me (p 61) + Malcolm X, Eldridge Cleaver (Handout)

Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self (p 274)

On Being a Cripple (p 166)



Essay 1 Prompt:  Early Socialization & Sense of Self (~1/23)

The Rake (p 192)

The Men We Carry (p 742)



Essay 1 Draft Workshop (1) Content-focused (~2/01)

Throwing Like a Girl (p 378)

Why Boys Don’t Play With Dolls (p 493)



Essay 1 Draft Workshop (2) Grammar-focused (~2/15)



Essay 1 Due (~2/22)

Why Women Smile (p 335)

Listening to Men, Then and Now (p 548)

Sex, Lies, and Conversation (Handout)

Family Values (p 636)



Essay 2 Prompt:  Community Awareness and Values (~2/27)

Should Children Play With Guns (p 525)

Hate Radio (p 810)



Essay 2 Draft Workshop (1) Content-focused (~3/06)

Tipping Point (p 389)



Essay 2 Draft Workshop (2) Grammar-focused (~3/15)



Essay 2 Due (~3/20)

How To Tame a Wild Tongue (p 299)

Hunger of Memory  (Book excerpt handout)



Essay 3 Prompt:  Combining Communities (Acculturation) (~3/27)

Hunger of Memory  (Book excerpt handout-cont.)


Essay 3 Draft Workshop (1) Content-focused (~4/03)

Two Ways to Belong in America (p 453)

Mother Tongue (p 260)



Essay 3 Draft Workshop (2) Read-Around (Style-focused) (~4/17)



Essay 3 Due (~4/19)

Portfolio process has no readings—discussion will center on self-evaluation.



Portfolio Prompt (~4/24)



Portfolio Draft Workshop (1) Content-focused (~5/03)



Portfolio Essay Due (~5/10)

Final Exam Date:
Monday, May 15, 8:00 – 9:50

Important Academic Dates


Note:  Although I have made an effort to provide accurate information, these dates may differ from Reedley College’s actual dates.  It is advised that you rely on official information from a counselor if these dates are important to you.

Jan 09

First Day of Class

Jan 16

Martin Luther King, Jr Holiday—No Classes

Feb 20

Washington Day Holiday—No Classes

Mar 10

Last Day to Drop

Apr 10-14
Spring Break—No Classes
May 15-19
Final Exam Week
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