Reedley College



Instructor: 
 Esmeralda E. Valdez
Spring 2006




E-mail: 
valdeze@hotmail.com
                                                                        Tel.: 

638- 3642 (3963)
ESL 264: 
Fundamentals of Reading, Writing, & Grammar

Section:   
50031
8 units:    
Credit /No Credit
   Class Meetings:



MW
6:00 – 6:50 
LAL 1



MW
7:00 – 8:05 
POR 4



T
6:00 – 8:05
POR 4



TH
6:00 – 8:05
FEM 7

Course Description:  ESL 264 is a low-intermediate grammar, writing, and reading course for students of English as a Second Language.  It is designed to prepare speakers of other languages for ESL 265 (intermediate).
Course Objectives:
In the process of completing this course, students will use reading, writing, and grammar skills to:

· Read increasingly more complex materials on a variety of topics from different sources.
· Use strategies to recognize vocabulary in context.
· Use strategies to increase reading comprehension and speed.
· Use reading strategies in content-based and computer applications.
· Write paragraphs and compositions in a variety of basic rhetorical styles.
· Develop content, organization, and coherence to communicate effectively in written work.
· Recognize and use more complex grammatical structures.
· Apply editing, error-correction, and other skill-based strategies in written work.
Books/Materials:
1.  Books 

a.  The Multicultural Workshop, Book 2 .  Blanton, Linda Lonon and Lee, Linda. 

       Heinle & Heinle Publishers.  1995.
b.  Grammar Sense 2A .  Bland, Susan Kesner & Pavlik, Cheryl.  Oxford University Press.  2004.  

c. Grammar Sense Workbook  2A.  Blackwell, Angela.  Oxford Univ. Press.  2004.

d. Extensive Reader:  Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
2. An English Dictionary (Suggestion:  The Newbury House Dictionary of American 

English)

3. Paper, pencils and pens, pre-formatted 3 ½ - inch disk  
4. A three-ring binder for notes and handouts.

5. A blue book for questions and answers, vocabulary, summary of the chapters in Esperanza Rising.
Course Prerequisite: 

      Multiple-measure placement by counselor, which includes an appropriate score on

      accredited ESL test such as the CELSA, counselor/instructor recommendation, and/or

      completion of ESL 261.
Grading:  This is a CR/NC course. A total of 70% is needed to receive credit.

· Homework and related assignments

25%


· Quizzes/Exams



25%




· Written Work/ Book Reports 


25%



· Lab Work /Open Lab (10 hours)

25%
Attendance & Make-Up Work:  
Attendance is recorded every meeting.  Students absent for more than one day should      contact the instructor and make –up work missed. Late work will be accepted , but may not receive full credit.  Three late arrivals or early departures (more than 10 minutes) count as one absence.  
Classroom Behavior:

· Everyone in class deserves a secure, peaceful study environment.  I expect courteous and attentive behavior at all times.  You can’t pay attention and talk to
your neighbor at the same time.

· Please refrain from using your cell phone in class.  Turn it off before you enter the class so that it does not ring and disrupts the class while it is in session. Very Important:   If you are expecting a call because of a sick member of your family, you must tell me before class.   
· Homework is due at the beginning of class time.  Students may want to exchange 
telephone numbers with two classmates to get assignments when absent or ask to help the student turn in his/her homework on the day it is due.
Classmate 1______________________________ Phone # __________________

Classmate 2 ______________________________Phone # __________________

· Students are expected to participate in class discussions and small group activities.
· Computer lab classes on Mondays and Wednesdays are for specific purposes. Lab time is for lab work that will be assigned for the day.  It is not the time to surf the Internet, check or send e-mail, or finish your homework.  
· Please put your cell phone to silence or vibration  so as not to disrupt the class.
· Students are encouraged to speak English only in class.  You are here to learn English whether it is listening, speaking, reading, or writing.
Plagiarism and Cheating Policy:  

      During all tests, any student who communicates directly with another student, or 

      looks at another student’s paper, copying from another student, copying from a book 

      or notes on a closed book test, or turning in another student’s paper as your own, will 

      receive an F grade for that quiz/test/ homework/book report/project. 

Last Day to Drop:  Friday, March 10, 2006
No Class:  Monday, Jan. 16      

Martin Luther King Holiday
                   Monday, Feb. 20


Presidents’ Day Holiday

                   Mon. – Thurs., April 10 - 14
Spring Recess
Final Exam:  6:00 p.m., Monday, May 15
Note: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act 

     (ADA), please notify your instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made

     to accommodate your special needs
Course Tentative Schedule:  (Note: Schedule may change according to the needs of the class).

