Speech 12 – #50131 - Reedley College
Fundamentals of Oral Interpretation
Fall 2006
Class Time: MWF 2:00p – 2:50p
Class Room: FEM 12
Instructor: Leslie Collins Hester
Phone: 278-4630
E-mail address: lhester@csufresno.edu
Office: Speech Arts 104 at California State University, Fresno (no office at RC)
Office Hours: 11:00a – 12:30p TTh at CSUFresno and by appointment at RC
Course Description and Rationale
Through this class you will gain a new appreciation of literature as you learn how to share drama, fiction, nonfiction, poetry and children’s literature with an audience.  This type of performance is called Oral Interpretation because you first gain a deep understanding of the literature and then you use your body and voice to convey that understanding to an audience.  No two persons approaching the same literature will ever interpret the same piece of literature exactly alike.  Thus, each oral interpretive performance is uniquely individual.  It is as individual as each person’s own enjoyment of the literature.  Your enjoyment of literature will deepen over this semester, as well as your confidence in sharing that literature and its message with audiences.
Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
A. 
Analyze various forms of literature through close critical study.

B. 
Select and prepare literary materials for public performance.

C. 
Combine different types of literature to develop complete interpretation programs

D. 
Project emotion and develop characters through vocal control and nonverbal characterization.

E. 
Develop a reader’s theatre script and co-ordinate with others in the performance of that script

F. 
Perform children’s literature giving attention to the unique skills required for reading to children

G. 
Discuss ways to use interpretation in an educational setting with children
Textbook:  
Yordon, Judy E. (2002) Roles in Interpretation (5th ed.) Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
Assignments:  





Points possible
Your score 
   
Audience Analysis


20

_________
Storytelling Performance

20

_________
Reflection Paper


20

_________
     
Lyric Performance
     

40

_________
        
Poetry Performance:             
60

_________
        
Short Story Performance:            
80

_________

Readers’ Theater Performance:   
120

_________

Peer Evaluations


50
  ____   ____  ____  ____   _____

Quizzes                
    6 @ 15 = 90     ____   ____   ____  ____  ____   _____
                                    Point total:        500     
_________
* Keep Track of Your Absences:  ______  ______  ______  ______  ______  ______*
Audience Analysis Paper

Effective oral interpretation requires speakers to appropriately adapt their performance to the audience and the speaking environment.  The purpose of this assignment is to provide students with an opportunity to write an analysis of their classroom audience.  After completing the classroom activity on audience analysis, write a 500 word essay (2 pages, double spaced) which describes the important characteristics of the audience and how you plan to use this information whenever you perform in front of them.
· All papers in this class, including this one, should be typed in Times New Roman, twelve point font, double spaced, with one inch margins.  Handwritten assignments will not be accepted.  If you do not have a computer, the library has computers you can use and print from.
Storytelling Performance
Your first performance will consist of telling the class a story that happened to you or someone you know.  The story can be read from a paper, or can be told directly to the class.  Keep your tale between two and four minutes.  You are not required to turn anything in with your presentation.  A comprehensive prompt will be passed out explaining this assignment in-depth.
Reflection Paper

Each student will turn in a 500 word essay (2 pages, double spaced) which analyzes her/his experience of doing the storytelling performance in front of the class.  This analysis will be due exactly one week after you complete the performance.  In this report, you should discuss your experience (feelings, problems, successes, unexpected occurrences) of preparing and presenting the story to the class.
Lyric Performance
“Madness is what you demonstrate and that's exactly how anger works and operates.
Man, you gotta have love just to set it straight.  Take control of your mind and meditate.
Let your soul gravitate to the love, y'all, y'all” ~The Black Eyed Peas ~
Your second performance will consist of picking the lyrics to two songs that you believe have something in common and reading them to the class.  You will start your performance by telling the class what songs you have picked and what you think they have in common.  Then you will read the lyrics with feeling and character to the class.  Your performance should take between four and six minutes.  You will turn in a script to your instructor after you perform.  Keep in mind that you are being graded on characterization, focus, time limit, and lyric choice.  A comprehensive prompt will be passed out explaining this assignment in-depth.

Poetry Performance
"A poem should not mean but be."  ~ Archibald MacLeish ~
For your third performance, you will select a poem of series of poems to interpret in front of the class.  You are being graded similarly to the lyric assignment.  I will look at things like your characterization (voices, body, face, etc.), focus (concentration), time (this one is a minute longer than the last one), and piece choices (remember the categories of “universality,” “suggestion,” and “individuality” when choosing literature), so you will want to choose your poem(s) early so you can think about it, evaluate it, and practice it.
Children’s Short Story Performance
“Good children's literature appeals not only to the child in the adult, but to the adult in the child.” ~ Anonymous ~
For your children’s short story performance, select a children’s story to read with feeling and character to the class.  You are being graded on things like your characterization (voices, body, face, etc.), focus (concentration), time (you have a strict limit on this one), and story choice (remember the categories of universality, suggestion, and individuality?), so you will want to choose your story early so you can think about it, evaluate it, and practice it.
Readers’ Theater

For this assignment, you will present a “Readers’ Theater” with your semester group 
members.  You will have 10-15 minutes of presentation time to weave together various 
pieces of literature around a similar theme.  Each group member must participate in finding literature as well as performing in front of the class equally.  Each “Readers’ Theater” must contain AT LEAST one song lyric, short story, and poem, although you will likely need more to fill the time allotment.  This is like your “final” in here since it is worth the most points.  Have fun with it, be creative, and make it your best performance yet!
Quizzes

Each quiz in this class contains fifteen questions from the book.  There are a total of six 
quizzes.  There are no make-ups for quizzes, but if you have a prescheduled conflict, you can always take the quiz early.
Peer Evaluations

Throughout the semester, you will periodically be asked to give written and/or verbal critiques of your classmates’ performances.  This is a mandatory, graded component of the class.  Missing classes (regardless of reason) could hurt this section of your grade.

The following numerical guidelines will be used in the assignment of final grades.

450-500    =    A
400-449    =    B

350-399    =    C

300-349    =    D

     0-299   =    F

Attendance:
Unlike other classes you may take at the college level, this class has a hard time functioning unless all students are present to give suggestions, offer praise, and get help/advice from other classmates throughout the semester.  You are expected to attend class and be on time in order to reap these benefits yourself as well as provide help to your peers.  Because of the necessity of attendance in this class, a student can be dropped by the professor after missing two weeks (six class periods) throughout the semester.  Because tardiness is disruptive to your peers and harmful to your learning process, three tardies will count as one absence.  Be assured, I take attendance at every class session.
On performance days, it is extremely important to be on time, even if you are not presenting.  If you arrive late to class, please wait outside until you hear applause, then feel free to enter the class.  Even if you are only five minutes late, do not walk in and interrupt a performer until you hear applause.  It is important that you show other speakers the courtesy you desire.  If you arrive late or leave early on a day you are presenting, your performance grade will be reduced by 10%.  
Late and missed assignments:
1. Performances missed can be made up, but only during the class period immediately following your scheduled date.  All late performances will receive a 50% grade reduction.  Yes, this makes the highest grade you can receive on the assignment an F, but it may salvage your over-all grade total in the class. The only performance that CAN NOT be made up is the Readers’ Theater, as it is a group project and must be performed in concert with your group members.  
2. Written assignments must be turned in during class on the day that they are due.  They will not be counted “on time” if they are turned in after class.  No assignments will be accepted by email.  Written assignments can be turned in one class period late for a 50% grade reduction.  After one class period, they will not be accepted.
3. There are no make ups for quizzes.  They can, however, be taken early.
4. If you cannot make it to class on the date you are assigned to perform, you can switch performance dates with another student in the class.  For this to count, however, both you and the other student must inform the teacher before the first presentation begins.
5. It is the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor and inform her of any problem with attendance.
6. Accommodations will be made for students with a verifiable medical excuse.  Verifiable medical excuses include letters from your doctor or a hospital.  They must include a contact name and phone number for verification purposes.  Automobile accidents or other unfortunate events will be excused if a police report is presented to your instructor.
7. Work conflicts and/or conflicts from other classes are not valid reasons to miss this class.  They will count as an unexcused absence.
8. Notes, calls, or emails from parents will not be accepted.
Classroom Deportment:
Each student is expected to respect the rights of the other students in the class and the instructor.  Students who do not behave in a respectful manner will be asked to drop the class.  
Turn cell phones and pagers off before coming to class. Answering your phone or text messaging during class is not appropriate.  Because participation as a good audience member is a key component in this class, falling asleep at your desk is unacceptable.  If you are too tired to attend class, please stay home and soak up the rest that your body so desires.
Due to the uncontrollable magnetism that sites like Myspace and ESPN.com send off, and the sheer inability for most college students to resist their magical pull, laptops will not be allowed in this classroom.  Instead, learning will be conducted in an “old skool” manner, with historic relics such as pens, pencils, and papers used for note-taking.  Feel free to transfer your notes to your computer at home. Technological devices needed by students with verifiable disabilities will be allowed (see below).  
Student with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  
Cheating and Plagiarism:  
The Reedley College 2006-2008 catalogue contains very vivid explanations of cheating and plagiarism.  Make yourself familiar with these definitions for this class as well as all others you attend here.  

(See: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/CatalogRC/2008Catalog/Pages1-67.pdf)
Speech 12 - Daily Schedule
	Date
	Topic


	Chapter
	Assignment(s) Due

	8-14
	Course Introduction
	
	

	8-16
	Exercises
	
	Your syllabus should be read

	8-18
	Audience Analysis Activity
	
	

	8-21
	“Your Role In Interpretation”
	1
	

	8-23
	Communication Apprehension
	
	

	8-25
	(continued)
	
	Bring completed PRPSA

	8-28
	Storytelling Performance Lecture
	
	Audience Analysis essay DUE

	8-30
	Storytelling Performances
	
	

	9-1
	Lyric Performance Sign-ups
	
	

	9-4
	Labor Day – NO CLASS
	
	

	9-6
	Assign Groups
	
	Reflection paper DUE

	9-8
	Quiz #1 (on Chapter 1)
	
	

	9-11
	Exercises
	
	

	9-13
	“Your Role in Rehearsal & Performance”
	4
	

	9-15
	(continued)
	
	

	9-18
	“Your Role as Audience & Evaluator”
	5
	

	9-20
	(continued)
	
	Lyric Choices DUE

	9-22
	Quiz #2 (on Chapters 4 & 5)
	
	

	9-25
	Lyric Performances
	
	Lyric Script DUE 

	9-27
	Lyric Performances
	
	Lyric Script DUE

	9-29
	Lyric Performances

Poetry Performance Sign-ups
	
	Lyric Script DUE

	10-2
	Your Role with Literature: Appreciation
	2
	

	10-4
	(continued)
	
	

	10-6
	Your Role with Literature: Analysis
	3
	

	10-9
	Quiz #3 (on Chapters 2 & 3)
	
	

	10-11
	Your Role With Poetry
	8
	Poetry Choices DUE

	10-13
	(continued)
	
	

	10-16
	Poetry Performances
	
	Poetry Script DUE

	10-18
	Poetry Performances
	
	Poetry Script DUE

	10-20
	Poetry Performances
	
	Poetry Script DUE

	10-23
	Quiz #4 (on Chapter 8) 
	
	 

	10-25
	Short Story Performance Sign-ups
	
	

	10-27
	“Your Role With Prose Fiction”
	6
	

	10-30
	(continued)
	
	

	11-1
	“Your Role With Drama”
	7
	

	11-3
	(continued)
	
	Short Story Choices DUE

	11-6
	Quiz # 5 (on Chapters 6 & 7)
	
	

	11-8
	Short Story Performance
	
	Short Story Script DUE

	11-10
	Veterans’ Day – NO CLASS
	
	

	11-13
	Short Story Performance
	
	Short Story Script DUE

	11-15
	Short Story Performance
	
	Short Story Script DUE

	11-17
	Teacher at Conference – NO CLASS
	
	

	11-20
	Readers’ Theater
	10
	

	11-22
	Readers’ Theater Sign-ups
	
	

	11-24
	Thanksgiving Break – NO CLASS
	
	

	11-27
	Assorted Roles
	9
	

	11-29
	(continued)
	
	

	12-1
	Readers Theater In-Class Work Day
	
	Readers Theater Choices DUE

	12-4
	Quiz # 6 (on Chapters 9 & 10)
	
	

	12-6
	Readers’ Theater Performances
	
	Readers Theater Script DUE

	12-8
	Readers’ Theater Performances
	
	Readers Theater Script DUE

	12-11
	Final from 2:00-3:50 – Awards Ceremony – Overflow Readers’ Theater Performances


