Reedley College

Course Syllabus and expectations





Fall 2006
Class

Sec

Days

Hour

Room

Instructor
Spanish 3
50106

MW 

12:00-1:20
SOC-39
Sara Aguirre





& F

12:00-12:20
SOC-35
Profesora Sara Aguirre


Office: SS-39

Phone: 638-3641   ext. 3281


Hours:

e-mail: saraaguirre@scccd.com
Required Texts and Materials

-Mastering Spanish, Turk, Espinoza

-One blank burnable CD. Please label with your name and class hour to be turn in by 2nd week of class. 

-Binder to keep all complete Spanish assignments in order.  This will be turned in daily and with all assignments at the end of the semester. Plus a stapler and 2 red pencils for 
making corrections. 

- Spanish- English Dictionary

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1.  To achieve reading, writing, and speaking in Spanish.

2. To learn about the Hispanic culture.

Important Dates

September 1

Last day to drop a class to avoid a “W” and receive a refund

September 4

Labor day, No classes held

September 15

Deadline to change to or from CR/NC. An option for this class

October 13

Final date to drop a class (letter grades are assigned after this day)

November 10

Veterans’ Day, no classes held

November 23-25
Thanksgiving Day Holiday, no classes held

November 27-29
Projects Presentations

December 4-7
 
Preparation for Program

December 8 

Cultural Activity Dinner/Presentations program 

Class Procedures

Se habla español

Spanish is the language of communication here, and I expect you to make every effort to use Spanish and avoid English in this classroom.  Socializing in English during class hours is not permitted.  Don’t worry if you don’t understand everything I say.  If you already knew Spanish you wouldn’t be in this class!  Learning a new language requires opening your mouth and taking risks.  We are all here to support you and each other in this new endeavor.

Attendance and Tardiness
Daily attendance for the full duration of the class period is mandatory and will affect the outcome of your final grade.  Since active participation and class preparation are essential to meet the goals of this class, you must be present.  See me or call me regarding emergency situations or illness.  Make sure you link up with a reliable classmate who can pick up handout for you, take notes, and bring your homework to class if you must be absent.  If you arrive tardy to class you probably have already been marked absent.  See me at the end of class so that I change “absent” to “tardy” in my roll book.  This is your responsibility.  Three tardies or early departures from class are equivalent to one absent, so please be on time.  If you miss the equivalent of 1 week of class meetings before or by the final drop date (Oct. 17) you will be dropped by the instructor. If you are absent and wish to recuperate participation points lost you must do so on the Friday following your absence by participating 1 extra hour. Please check in at the beginning of the class period so you may be given instructions on what you must do.
Homework and Preparation
You are expected to dedicate two hours of preparation for every hour of class time.  Don’t get behind on this schedule because learning a language is the result of cumulative efforts.  Trying to “cram” this week to make up for what you didn’t do last week is not an effective way of learning a language and will make your future progress more difficult.  (Homework will not be accepted late).  It must be completed at the beginning of the class period and total packages turned in complete by test date.  

Extra Help

Please know I am here to help you learn Spanish and to achieve your academics goals.  If you have concerns about the class or your progress, do not hesitate to raise your hand and ask for clarification when needed talk to me, sooner instead of later.  The college generously provides peer tutors at no cost to the student.  You may wish to take advantage of this service.  Please go to the tutorial center a.s.a.p.

Comportment

Now the bad news; No food or drinks allowed in class! 

Cheating and disruptive behavior are intolerable in an academic environment and may result in an automatic F and/ or dismissal from class.

Inappropriate use of English or Spanish during class is also cause for dismissal. 

Grading

Your final grade will be a reflection of your daily class participation, daily preparation (i.e. homework) performance on tests, quizzes and oral assessments, and the final exam/project.  There will be a test after each chapter, approximately every two weeks.  Test dates will always be announced in advance, but quizzes and oral assessments may not be.  Be prepared!  If you must be absent on a test date make arrangement with me in advance to reschedule the test, otherwise you will receive a zero for the missed test.  Missed quizzes con not be made up.  Grading in this class is based on a system of points earned for taking a test, quizzes, or performing an activity. Your grade will be based upon the number of points you have earned taken as a percentage of points possible, then measured against the following scale.

Daily Participation

and Homework
= Approximately 25%


90-100%     
A









80-89 %       
B

Quizzes/oral






70-79%        
C

Assessments

= Approximately 10%


60-69 %       
 D









Below 60 %   
  F

Test 


= Approximately 50%

Final Exam/Project
= Approximately 15%





    100%

*The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary.  All changes will be communicated to students.

Accommodation Statement: 

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Baraille, large print, electronic text, etc) as per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE- FALL 2006
SPANISH 3- 12:00-1:20 MWF
(Test dates may be moved according to the progress and completion of units.)

	Wednesday, August 16
	Chapter 1 test

	Monday, August 21
	Chapter 2 test

	Friday, September 1 
	Chapter 3 test

	Wednesday, September 6
	Review 1 test

	Friday, September 1
	Last day to drop a full=length class to avoid a “W”

	Monday , September 4
	Labor Day, no classes held

	Monday, September 11
	Chapter 4 test

	Friday, September 15
	Chapter 5 test

	Friday, September 15
	Last day to change a class from CR-NC

	Friday, September 20
	Chapter 6 test

	Monday, September 25


	Review 2 test

	Friday, September29
	Chapter 7 test

	Wednesday October,4
	Chapter 8 test

	Monday ,October 9
	Chapter 9 test

	Friday, October 13
	Last day to drop a full length class.

	Friday, October 13
	Review 3 test

	Wednesday, October 18
	Chapter 10 test

	Monday, October 23
	Chapter 11 test

	Friday, October 27
	Chapter 12 test

	Wednesday, November 1
	Review 4 test

	Monday, November 13
	Chapter 13 test

	Friday, November 10
	Veteran’s Day, no classes held

	Friday, November 17 
	Chapter 14 test

	Wednesday, November 22
	Chapter 15 test

	Thursday, November 23-25
	Holiday, Thanksgiving

	Wednesday, November 29
	Review 5 test

	Friday – Wed. Dec. 1 – 6
	Project (Presentations)

	Monday, December 4-7
	Preparation for final (program) final performance.

	Friday, December 8
	Cultural activity dinner (3 hours) (approximately 5:00-8:00) at R.C. Cafeteria.  Please make arrangements to attend in advance.
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CONTRACT

I,




, have read carefully and fully understand the procedures and expectations for this course.

(Signature)





(Date)

Phone:




 

Class: _________________________
************************************************************************

Questionnaire

************************************************************************

Have you ever studied Spanish before (When? Where? How long?) Or is it spoken at home?

Do you speak any languages other than English?

Why have you chosen to study Spanish now? (Please be frank.)

What are your career objectives?

What are your hobbies or special interests?

What are your expectations of this course? What would you like to gain from it?

Do you have any special needs or circumstances, or is there anything else you would like me to know about you?

How many units are you taking this semester?  Do you work? How many hours per week? Do you have other major commitments, family, etc.?

