Reedley College
SPANISH 1- Beginning Spanish (4 Units) SCHD# 50044
Fall 2006 T Th 3:30-5:45 p.m. SOC 39

Instructor: Elvira Hernández
E-mail: guadalajaramir@csufresno.edu

 elvira@scccd.org
Phone: 638-3641 Voice Mail: 3845

Course Description:
Spanish 1 is an elementary Spanish course designed for students with no prior knowledge of Spanish. The course emphasizes oral communication, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, and writing skills.  In addition, the course will help you to gain an understanding of the people and culture of Spanish-speaking countries.   

Method of instruction:
Every effort will be made to make this class student- centered with communicative- oriented activities. That means that an activity will be modeled, and then you will work in pairs and small groups to assimilate the vocabulary and structures under consideration.  You should make every effort to speak only Spanish and to prepare for the classroom learning activities. The course requires active, graded student participation in each class because developing proficiency in a second language requires constant practice. 
Course goals:
1. To develop your “survival” language skills.

2. To develop sensitivity to differences and similarities in cultural issues.

3. By the of the semester you will be expected to be able to:

a)  carry on simple conversations in Spanish 

b)  understand general statements and questions 

c)  read and comprehend short passages in Spanish 

d)  write short compositions.
Specific objectives:
1. By the end of the semester, you will be able to:

a) when shown a drawing of several actions, describe what is happening
b) discuss your habits, activities, and daily routine
c) describe your home, family members and friends
d) interview other students to find their experiences

e) describe other persons and things using appropriate adjectives

f) tell some important things you did yesterday, last summer, or last year
Course Outline:
A. Vocabulary

1. Greeting and salutations

2. Days of the week, months of the year, seasons 

3. Numbers

4. Colors

5. description and identification

6. Telling time

7. School and student life

8. Family

9. Places for leisure time

10. Household chores

11. Activities and daily routine

12. Parts of the body

13. Eating preferences, ordering meals

B. Oral

1. Communicative activities: paired and group work

2. Exercises

3. Reading aloud

C. Grammatical Concepts and Structures

1. Nouns and articles, gender and number

2. Adjective form, position, and agreement

3. Subject pronouns

4. Regular verbs (present tense)

5. Interrogative words

6. possessive adjectives

7. Expressions with tener 

8. Present progressive

9. Uses of ser and estar
10. Irregular and stem-changing verbs (present tense)

11. Direct objects, the personal a

12. Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns

13. Saber and conocer
14. Verbs decir y dar
15. Object pronouns (direct and indirect)

16. Reflexive constructions

17. Superlatives

18. Introduction to the preterit (regular +irregular forms)

D. Writing

1. Exercises: questions and answers, sentence completion, and translation

2. Brief compositions

3. Orthography: the Spanish alphabet, rules of spelling, pronunciation and accent marks

E. Hispanic Civilization and Culture

1. Basic geography

2. Introduction to cultural diversity within the Hispanic world

3. Introduction to linguistic diversity within the Spanish language

Required text and materials;
1. Text – workbook: ¡ARRIBA! By Zayas-Bazán and Bacon. Pearson Prentice Hall. New Jersey, 4th Edition, 2004.
2. Spanish/ English dictionary.

3. Three-ring binder with loose leaf-paper or spiral notebook for taking notes, writing, keeping homework assignments and handouts. This will be turned in with all assignments at the end of the semester.
Tests and Grades:  Your final grade will be based on the following elements:
Oral Performance 20 %:  Participation in class is necessary in order to obtain an “A” or “B” grade.  Since the emphasis is on development of oral abilities in Spanish, the student must be an active participant.  Points will be deducted when students are not on task (i.e.: using English). 
Homework 10 %:  Homework (workbook or otherwise indicated) will be assigned almost every class session.  It is due the next session at the beginning of class and will not be accepted late.  No exceptions.  You may miss up to two homework assignments without penalty (ex. sick days, etc.). Audio materials are available at:

http://www.prenhall.com/arriba
Computer work is a required component of this course.

Exams  50%: There will be a test after each chapter.  Each test may have a combination of listening and comprehension, reading and comprehension, culture, vocabulary and writing.  Test dates will always be announce in advance.  Six chapter tests will be given throughout the semester.  If you must be absent on a test date make arrangement with me in advance (no after or the same day of the exam) to reschedule the test, otherwise you will receive a zero for the missed test.  The final exam is not comprehensive; it will only cover Capítulo 6. 
Quizzes 10% : Quizzes will be administered at the start of class.  No make-ups will be given.  Pop quizzes may also be given as part of this grade.  The quizzes may be written or oral or a combination of both.  
Project 10 % :  You will be required to write a short story (composition), write a movie critique, write about of a theme of interest for you in the Hispanic culture, or perform a representation of a Spanish story.  Further details will be provided by your instructor.
Attendance and Tardiness: Since the emphasis of this course is in development of oral abilities in Spanish, you must be in class to acquire those skills.    Regular attendance is required.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period.  The teacher reserves the right to drop a student if he/ she has excessive absences.  More than two absences are considered excessive absences.  E-mail me or call me regarding emergency situations or illness.  If you arrive tardy to class you probably have already been marked absent.  So, after class (not during class; please do not interrupt class time with this) be sure to see the instructor and change the absence to a tardy.  This is your responsibility.  Two tardies will count as 1 absence.  
Grading scale:


90-100%= A
80-89%=B
70-79%=C
60-69%=D 
below 60%=F

Your grade will be determined by the following:


Homework


10%


Oral Performance

20%


Exams



50%


Quizzes



10%


Project



10%

Classroom Policies:  Spanish is the language of communication here, and I expect you to make every effort to use Spanish and avoid English in this classroom. You are also expected to respect your fellow classmates and their effort to learn and produce the language.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process will not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and /or removal from class.
Cheating and Plagiarism:  Dishonesty in academic work shows a lack of respect, not only for your instructor and fellow classmates, but for yourself as well.  Cheating is intolerable in a academic environment and may result in an automatic F or dismissal from class.
Students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 
Other: I am here to help you learn Spanish and to achieve your academics goals.  If you have concerns about the class or your progress, do not hesitate to raise your hand and ask for clarification.  Also, at the beginning of the semester you can register for tutorial help; this service is provided by the college at no cost.  
Canceled class notification:  In case of class cancellation, there will be a formal paper at the door.
Drop from class:  Students are expected to be responsible and follow the formal procedure at the Admissions and Records office.  Last date to drop this class and avoid a “W” in your records is:  September 1, 2006. 

Final exam date:  Thursday, December 14, 2006 from 3-4:50 p.m. 

*The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary.  Test date changes will be announced.  It is your responsibility to be in class to receive this information.

Tentative Course Schedule

TESTS DATES

    

 LESSON TESTS and QUIZZES
	Thursday, August 31
	Capítulo 1 (test)

	Tuesday, September 5
	Capítulo 2 vocabulario (page 41-42) Quiz   

	Thursday, September 14
	Capítulo 2 ( test)

	Tuesday, September 19
	Capítulo 3 vocabulario (page 79)  Quiz

	Tuesday, October 3
	Capítulo 3 (test)

	Thursday, October 5
	Capítulo 4 vocabulario (page 117) Quiz

	Tuesday, October 24
	Capítulo 4 (test)

	Thursday, October 26
	Capítulo 5 vocabulario (page 155) Quiz

	Tuesday, November 14
	Capítulo 5 ( test)

	Thursday, November 16
	Capítulo 6 vocabulario (page 191, 203) Quiz

	Thursday, November 23
	No class- Thanksgiving holiday 

	Thursday, December 7   
	Project due


