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Required Texts and Materials
Worktext and Lab Manual:  ¡ARRIBA! Comunicación y cultura Zayas-Bazán, & Bacon.  Pearson Custom Publishing. New Jersey, Custom Edition (taken from Brief Fourth Edition), 2004.


Audio headsets.


Spanish/English dictionary.

 
Additional handouts from instructor.

 
Please purchase a three-ring binder or spiral notebook for taking notes, writing homework assignments,    and keeping handouts. 
Spanish 1 - Low Beginning Spanish: Description and Content

This first level language course is designed to introduce you to the Spanish language and to the richness and diversity of Hispanic cultures.  You will begin developing abilities in the following four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The overall course objective is for beginning students to acquire minimal conversational ability and to understand basic standard spoken and written Spanish within the scope of the acquired vocabulary and grammar structures.  This course helps the student develop basic survival skills in the language in preparation for Spanish 2 - High Beginning Spanish.  Content covers Chapters 1-6 of the ¡ARRIBA! Textbook.  (See p. 3 of this syllabus for Student Learning Outcomes and Objectives as per the Reedley College Credit Course Outline, Spanish 1.)

Important Dates

Sept. 1 (F)
Last day to register or drop and avoid a “W”

Sept. 4 (M)      Labor Day holiday (campus closed)

Sept. 15 (F)     Last day to change to or from Credit/No Credit grading basis

Oct. 13 (F)
Final date to drop a class and receive a “W” (after date letter grade only)

Nov. 10 (F)     Veterans Day holiday (no classes)

Nov. 23-25      Thanksgiving holiday (campus closed)

Final Exam
Tue. Dec. 12, 06:00-7:50 p.m. Room:___________

Class Procedures:  Se habla español

Spanish is the language of communication in this class and I expect you to make every effort to use Spanish and avoid English.  Socializing in English during class hours is not permitted.  Don´t worry if you don´t understand everything I say.  If you already knew Spanish you wouldn´t be in this class.  Learning a new language requires opening your mouth and taking risks.  We are all here to support you and each other in this new endeavor.

Pair and Group Work

The communicative methodology used in this class requires a great deal of interaction between students.  Be prepared to work in pairs and in small groups and to change partners, groups, and seating frequently.  Groups may be assigned by the instructor.  Partners who speak English will be separated.

Attendance and Tardiness

Daily attendance and participation for the full duration of the class period is mandatory and will affect your final grade.  Since active participation and class preparation are essential to meeting the objectives of this class, you must be present.  See me or call me regarding emergency situations or serious illness.  Link up with a reliable classmate who can pick up handouts for you, take notes, and bring your homework to class if you must be absent.  If you arrive late to class you probably have been marked absent.  See me at the end of class so that I change “absent” to “tardy” in my roll book.  This is your responsibility.  Three tardies or early departures from class are equivalent to one absence, so be on time.  If you miss the equivalent of two weeks of class meetings by the final drop date (Oct. 13) you will be dropped by the instructor. 
Homework and Preparation

You are expected to dedicate two hours of preparation for every hour of class time and to come to class each day prepared i.e with completed homework and all books and materials.  Don´t get behind.  Learning a language is the result of cumulative efforts.  Trying to “cram” this week to make up for what you didn´t do last week is not an effective way of learning a language and will make your future progress difficult.  Late assignments are not accepted.

Extra Help

I am here to help you learn Spanish and to achieve your academic goals.  Take advantage of office hours.  If you have concerns about the class or your progress talk to me as soon as possible.  Be proactive and seek help before you feel overwhelmed.  If you need additional help sign up for a tutor in the counseling office or form a study group.

Comportment 

· 
No food or drinks allowed in class!    (Bring water in a closed bottle.)
· 
Inappropriate use of English during class is cause for dismissal from class.  
· 
Class time is for Spanish practice and you are not to work on other materials or on Spanish homework during class time.  If you are not sufficiently challenged in this class please switch to Spanish 2.
· 
Courtesy and consideration of fellow classmates and instructor are to be observed.
· 
Cheating and disruptive behavior are intolerable in an academic environment and may result in an automatic F and/or dismissal from class.   Copying someone else´s homework or having someone do your assignments for you is cheating.  
Grading

Your final grade will be a reflection of your daily preparation, daily class participation,  performance on tests, quizzes and oral assessments, and the final exam.  There will be a test at the end of each lesson, approximately every two to three weeks.  There are no makeup tests or quizzes, but your lowest test grade will be dropped.  If you miss a test, the resulting grade of 0 will be your lowest test grade and will be dropped.  Test dates will always be announced in advance, but quizzes and oral assessments may not be.  Be prepared!  The final exam will be cumulative, covering all material of the course, and is mandatory unless the student has been excused by the instructor.    

•      If you arrive late while a quiz is in progress you will not be allowed to enter the classroom until students finish taking the quiz.  You will receive a 0 for this quiz.  

•      On test day if you arrive after the listening comprehension portion is in progress, you will not be allowed to enter the classroom until students have completed this portion of the test.  You may enter once this portion is finished, but the audio activity will not be repeated.  Be on time.

Approximate Point Values

Daily Participation and Homework*

250 points

90% - 100%
A

Quizzes/Oral Assessments  


150 points

80% - 89%
B

Tests (top 4 only) 



400 points

70% - 79%
C

 Final Exam




200 points

60% - 69%
D



1000**
    
below 60%
F

*You will automatically receive 100 points at the beginning of the semester.  For each hour you are marked “absent” you loose 5 participation points.  See me if you´re not sure where you stand in this class.  We´ll sit down and review your grades together.

**You will have the opportunity to earn up to 60 extra credit points.  (See Reference Packet.)

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act please contact your instructor as soon as possible.

THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY THIS SYLLABUS AS NECESSARY.  ALL CHANGES WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO STUDENTS.  
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 CONTRACT

I, _____________________________, have read carefully and fully understand the syllabus and  expectations for this course.  

______________________________________          ____________________________

(signature)





   (date)

************************************************************************

Questionnaire

************************************************************************

Phone number: ________________________ Email: _____________________________

Have you ever studied Spanish before (when? where? how long?)or is it spoken at home?

Do you speak any languages other than English?

Why have you chosen to study Spanish now?  (Please be frank.)

What are your career objectives?

What are your hobbies or special interests?

What are your expectations of this course?  What would you like to gain from it?

Do you have any special needs or circumstances, or is there anything else you would like me to know about you?

How many units are you taking this semester?  Do you have any other major commitments such as work, family, etc.?  Keep in mind this is a four unit course and requires a considerable investment of time outside of class.  Have you planned adequate study time into your weekly schedule?  Do the math to see if your schedule is realistic.  Remember, you need to sleep too.

Extra Credit - Culture Points

The wonderful ethnic diversity of the Central Valley provides many fascinating opportunities to learn about other cultures and to experience them firsthand.  You may receive extra credit points by participating in a Hispanic cultural activity.  You may do up to three such activities per semester provided they be spaced out throughout the semester, one per each six week period.  You may earn up to 20 points per activity, or a total of 60 points per semester. In order to receive the extra credit, after you participate in the activity write a paragraph in English including the following points:


your name


name of event or activity


date and place of event or activity


brief description of what you experienced


your reaction or what your learned from the experience

You will also be asked to briefly share this information with the class, but please prepare yourself ahead of time.  Some ideas follow:

· 
Arte Américas in downtown Fresno is a center for Hispanic art and culture.  Exhibits change frequently, and occasionally they host music events, dance performances and poetry readings.  Check out their web site at www.arteamericas.org
· 
Check newspaper listings for changing exhibits at the Fresno Metropolitan Museum and the Fresno Art Museum.  The latter has a permanent exhibit of pre-Colombian art from Mexico.
· 
Go to see a film in Spanish or rent a video/DVD.  (Only one film allowed for credit.  Check the handout on film guidelines.)  
· 
Performing some community service where you work with a Latino population and use your Spanish is a great way to learn about working with members of another culture, develop language skills, and earn extra credit points.
Check newspaper listings and keep your eyes open for upcoming cultural events.  If you´re not sure if an activity qualifies for extra credit, check with me first.  Here are a few things students have done in the past: visit a bilingual classroom, attend a quinceañera, correspond with someone in a Hispanic country via email, interview someone from a Hispanic country, attend a concert of rock en español, visit shops in the Fulton Mall.

Keep in mind that acquiring extra credit can have a significant impact on your final grade average.  Don´t wait until the end of the semester to think about it.

