SOC 1A:  INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
FALL 2006 ~ Section 74003

Wednesday 6:00pm-8:50pm

Selma HS

Instructor: Maricela Peña, MSW

Email:  maripena@csufresno.edu
Telephone: (559) 859-4700

Course Description:  

This course introduces the student with the principles and theoretical perspectives of sociology and their application to everyday social life.  Classroom participation consists of discussion of sociological findings in such areas as family, race and ethnicity, deviance, socialization, etc.  This course is recommended for students who are eligible for ENGL 125 and ENGL 126. 
Course Objectives: In the process of completing this course:
A. Students will be able to identify the origins of sociology.

B. Students will be able to identify early sociological theorists.

C. Students will be able to evaluate sociological findings using the concepts, theories and methods developed by sociologists from their study of society. 
D. Students will be able to expand their understanding of different cultural and socialization practices and identify and describe the different types of groups that have influenced their own individual behavior. 
E. Students will be able to identify norms and values of American culture.

F. Students will be able to demonstrate comprehension of the need for cultural relativism in a multicultural society.

G. Students will be able to identify and understand the basic principles underlying human social behavior from the macro-level and micro-level perspectives.  
H. Students will recognize and identify inequalities based on race, ethnicity, sex, gender, and age.  
I. Students will be able to identify the major social institutions of modern society and evaluate their effectiveness in meeting the collective needs of people.
J. Students will recognize the different methods of collecting research and the advantages and disadvantages of each.  

K. Students will be able to recognize ethical issues in sociological research.

L. Students will be able to identify and apply the eight basic steps of doing sociological research. 
M. Students will be able to express their understanding and ideas in class discussions. 
N. Students will be able to explain the relativity of deviance and its relation to crime.  
Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, students will:
A. Utilize sociological theories and research to study social problems in society.

B. Understand and discuss the difference between Functionalism, Conflict, and Symbolic Interaction theories.  
C. Display knowledge of norms, sanctions, and deviance and their relevance to daily life.
D. Identify and distinguish between different agents of socialization.
E. Recognize that individual behavior is affected by social structure.
F. Demonstrate deeper understandings of the inequalities that exist in society exist and affect people’s “life chances.”
G. Critically understand the roles of family, education, and religion, on people’s lives and interactions.
H. Be able to collect and evaluate data, relate data to theory, and draw conclusions about society.
Drop Policy:
The drop deadline is October 13, 2006.  However to avoid a ‘W’ the deadline is September 1, 2006. You can be dropped from a class for excessive absences, if you miss 6 credit hours in the first nine weeks of the semester (October 13, 2006).  If you decide to drop, it is your responsibility to drop the class officially at the admissions and records office. If you do not drop the class officially through admissions and records office, it can result in the student receiving an “F” grade regardless, if you stopped coming to class.  If you are dropped from class for excessive absences or disruptive behavior, you will not be reinstated.  The only valid reason for a reinstatement is if I made a mistake on the original drop.  
Important Dates:

September 1, 2006 (Friday) Last day to register for full-term Fall 2006 classes

September 1, 2006 (Friday) Last day to drop a Fall 2006 class to avoid a “W”
September 4, 2006 (Monday) Labor Day Holiday

September 15, 2006 (Friday) Last day to change a Fall 2006 class to/from a CR/NC grade basis

October 13, 2006 (Friday) Last day to drop a Fall 2006 class (letter grades assigned after this date).
October 13, 2006 (Friday) Mid-term report period. 

November 10, 2006 (Friday) Veterans Day Holiday

November 23-25 (Thursday-Friday) Thanksgiving Holiday.  Students please note***we will have class on Wednesday November 22, 2006.  
***December 13, 2006 FINAL EXAM*** 
Required Text: 
Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach, 

Ed. by James M. Henslin (Custom Edition for Reedley College). 

***Please Note: this book is on reserve at Reedley College Library.
Course Outline:
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2

Review Ch. 1: Sociological Perspective 
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Continue Ch. 1: Sociological Perspective
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Handout: Research paper assignment
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Ch. 2: Culture






Ch. 3
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Review for Exam #1
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Review Ch. 3:  Socialization 








For next class read Ch. 4
6                   Continue Ch. 3: Socialization




Ch. 5
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In-class group project/assignment #2






Review Ch. 4:  Social Structure and Social Interactions




For next class read Ch. 5
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Review Ch. 5:  Social Groups and Formal Organization

Ch. 6
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Assignment #2 Due




Review For Exam #2



Study for Exam #2 (Ch. 3, 4, 5)
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10/04

In-class writing workshop (bring to class paper project ideas/drafts)

9

Ch. 6: Deviance and Social Control



Ch. 8

10/11

***please note:  Chapter 7 has been omitted for text***
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Continue Ch. 6: Deviance and Social Control
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Movie:  Set It Off
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For next class read Ch. 8
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Review Ch. 8: Social Class and in the United States 
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For next class read Ch. 9
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Review Ch. 9:  Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity

Ch.9
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Continue: Ch. 9:  Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity

Ch. 10
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Movie:  Crash
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Review for exam #3




For next class read Ch. 10




Study for exam #3 (Ch. 6, 8, 9)
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Ch. 10
11/15

Assignment #4 Due




Review Ch. 10:  Inequalities of Gender and Age

***please note:  Chapter 11 has been omitted for text***
15

Continue Ch. 10 Inequalities of Gender and Age


Ch. 12


11/22

In-class group project/assignment #5



For next class read Ch. 12 



RESEARCH PAPER DUE (5-6 PAGES)
16

Review Ch. 12:  Marriage and Family



Ch. 13
11/29

Assignment # 5 Due



For next class read Ch. 13

17

Review Ch. 13 Education and Religion

12/6

Study for exam #4 (Ch. 10, 12, 13)



18

***FINAL EXAM***

12/13

Exam #4 (Ch. 10, 12, 13)


Grades:  

In- Class Participation/Attendance:  10 points
Class participation is defined as reading the assigned chapter prior to coming to class.  I expect the student to come to class prepared ready to discuss the chapter content and ready to do in-class group assignments.  I expect the student to come to class prepared (notebook, pen, pencil, and textbook) and ready to take notes.  

Attendance will be taken every class period.  It is your responsibility to make sure you are marked present.  If roll is taken twice in one day, leaving early will be considered an absence.  You can not participate if you do not attend class.  You do not need to check with me for absences, unless you do not want to be dropped in the 1st nine weeks.  There are NO EXCUSED absences.  To encourage attendance/participation points will be allotted in the following manner:  
No absences = 10 points

1 absences = 9 points 

2 absences = 8 points 

3 absences = 7 points

4 absences = 6 points

5 absences or more 0 points

Remember, this class only meets 18 times this semester.  Please make arrangements accordingly!  

Homework Assignments:  20 points
There are 5 small homework assignments each worth 5 points. I will drop the lowest grade of the 5 assignments. No make up assignments are accepted. If you miss one homework assignment, that is the one that will be dropped. A hand-out explaining each assignment will be distributed in class. These homework assignments will be due the following class meeting. 

If you miss class when the homework assignments are assigned, it is your responsibility to make sure you can obtain the class assignment from a classmate!  If you are not in class the day the homework assignment is due, make sure you have someone turn it in for you!  NO LATE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!
Exams:  150 points 
There will be a total of 4 exams given throughout the semester.  Exams will be multiple choice and/or short answer.  I will drop the lowest grade of the 4 exams.  No make up exams are given. If you miss an exam, that is the one that will be dropped. There will be a short review of class material one class meeting prior to the exam. It is up to you as the student, to read all the assigned chapters, review your notes, study and ask questions.  
Research Paper:  100 points 
All papers must be 5-6 pages typed-doubled spaced in accordance with MLA.  Papers will be on any topic/theme discussed in class or in the text (a handout of relevant topics will be handed out; however, you may chose to do another topic not listed.  Please see me before selecting a topic). Points will be based on content (critical analysis of material) and appearance (grammar, spelling, organization). [Always keep a copy for your records]. Basically, you will be conducting primary and secondary research. You will need to use at least 3 secondary sources (books, articles), not including your class textbook; and if conducting interviews, at least two. A hand-out explaining the assignment more in detail will be distributed in the third week of the semester.  

Research Paper Rough Draft Credit: 20 points

I understand that writing a research paper can be hard, and I want to make sure you get the best grade possible. One way to get a good grade on your final paper is working on the research paper a few weeks before it is due.  If you need additional help, please visit the Tutorial Center located in the library.  You can also visit the Writing Center.  The Writing Center is located in HUM 58 (Reedley College).  I expect students to turn in a rough draft between weeks 9-13.  In order for students to obtain all or most of the rough draft credit points, papers should be at a minimum of 3 double-spaced typed pages.  If you do not turn in the rough draft, you will not get credit.  Keep in mind; this is a rough draft, not your finished paper.  It does not have to be perfect!  I just want to make sure your final draft earns you the most points as possible.  

TOTAL POINTS...............................................300pts.

Grading Scale:
A = 100 - 90%, B= 89-80%, C= 79-70%, D = 69 - 60%, F= 59 & below
PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  One example of plagiarism is the failure to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others.  Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which my range from a failing grade on a particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the college as soon as possible.
BEHAVIORAL STANDARDS
Disruptive behavior (e.g. cussing, talking, cell phones, and pagers) will not be tolerated in class.  Please turn off or “silent” your cell phones.  Please do not text messages during class. Your first warning will be verbal, the second time you will be asked to leave the class, thus, being counted as absent.  Please turn off or “silent” your cell phones.  If you bring a laptop to class, please make sure the sound is off, you do not play games during class time, or use the internet.  Laptops are allowed for note taking purposes only! 

Per school policy, no food, beverages, or children are allowed in the classroom.
CANCELED CLASS NOTIFICATION


In the event that class is canceled, an official school notice will be posted outside the classroom door.  I will do my best to notify you either by email, or telephone to let you know that class is canceled.  
I hereby proclaim that I have read and understood the conditions of this syllabus.

Signature_______________________________________DATE___________________

RECORD OF GRADES:


In- Class Participation/Attendance:  ____

Homework Assignments: ____, _____, _____, ____, ____ (drop the lowest score)
Exams: ____, ____, ____, ____ (drop the lowest score)                      

Research Paper Draft ____
Final Paper ____         

***Keep track of your scores, so that you know where you stand in the class.  Keep all your returned assignments.
