Sociology 1A – Fall 2006

Introduction to Sociology

Instructor: Jeffrey Eisinger

Phone: 904-5554

Email: jinfresno@aol.com
Textbook: Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach, by James M. Henslin

Description: This course introduces the principles and theoretical perspectives of sociology and their application to everyday social life.

Course Objectives: This course is structured to provide students with workable knowledge regarding basic concepts from sociology.  You will develop an understanding of sociology and how it works.  The class is designed to promote discussion and to provide students with an opportunity to use the concepts explored in the classroom.  A major goal is to help students understand and recognize the basic principles underlying human social behavior.

Drop Policy: 
Important Dates:

Nov 23-25 - Thanksgiving holiday

Dec 11-15 – Final Exams

Attendance: Attendance will be taken every class period.  It is your responsibility to make sure you are marked present.  If roll is taken twice in one class session, leaving early and not being marked present the second time will be considered an absence.  There are no excused absences.
Participation:  Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage in discussions and activities based on assigned readings.  I will take both the content and quantity of your contribution into account to determine your weekly participation grade.  There are 10 total participation points that can be earned over the duration of the course.

The quality of contributions will be assessed based on the following criteria:


Comments should reflect knowledge of assigned readings.


Comments should show application of critical thinking skills.


Comments should show application of theory to real life situations.    

Electronic Submission of Writing Assignments: All written assignments after the first class are to be submitted via email.  When the syllabus states that a writing assignment is due on a particular date, it must be emailed to me BEFORE the start of class on that date.  I will hand out complete explanations of each writing assignment well in advance of its due date.  To ensure that students receive credit for assignments, a special labeling protocol must be utilized.  In the subject line of the transmittal email, please use this model – 
[“Last name”, “First name” – “Title of assignment” – “TBG”]

For example, if the student’s name is Elmer Fudd and the assignment is to write about one of the many interesting sociological subcultures of Reedley College, the subject line of the email would appear as follows:


Fudd, Elmer – Reedley College Subculture Assignment - TBG

This protocol allows the instructor to sort and organize papers using the last name.  An email address often bears no resemblance to the student’s actual name, so this method facilitates better record-keeping and accurate grade assignment.  The “TBG” stands for “To be graded” and when assignments have been graded and returned, the initials “TBG” will be replaced with the number of points earned for the assignment.
Late Assignments: Students are responsible for turning in all assignments on the due date.  If some emergency prevents you from turning in the assignment on time, you must notify me in advance of the due date that your assignment will be late.  Otherwise, it will not be accepted.  Be prepared to submit written documentation.  All late assignments, aside from those not accepted at all, will be marked down 20%.    

Writing Standards: It is assumed that students will perform professionally in preparing work required for this class and will submit all assignments by the appropriate due date.  All documents are to be spell-checked and grammar-checked and follow general APA requirements (i.e. numbering, paragraphs, bibliography, citing references, etc.).  Information about the APA requirements is freely available on the internet.
Academic Honesty:  Academic honesty is highly valued at Reedley College.  A student must always submit work that represents his or her original words or ideas.  If any words or ideas are used that do not represent the student’s original words or ideas, the student must cite all relevant sources.  The student should also make clear the extent to which such sources were used.  Words or ideas that require citations include, but are not limited to, all hardcopy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communications when the content of such communications clearly originates from an identifiable source.  Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on a particular examination, paper, project or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incident(s).
Drop Policy: The last day to drop this class without receiving a letter grade is November 14, 2006.  It is the student’s responsibility to officially drop a class in which he/she no longer wishes to be enrolled.

Accommodations: Students having a verifiable need for academic accommodations or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act should contact me as soon as possible.  

Classroom Behavior: Disruptive behavior (eg. swearing, talking without permission, ringing cell phones, beepers going off) will not be tolerated.  Cell phones should be turned off during class time.  If you are expecting an emergency call, place your phone on “vibrate” and exit the room before answering.  Your first warning will be verbal.  Those offending a second time will be asked to leave the class, thus being counted as absent.   Also, I foresee no need for laptops to be open during class.  Pursuant to school policy, no food, beverages or children are allowed in the classroom.

Study Buddies:  During the first week of class, I suggest that you find two students to exchange names and phone numbers with.  Should you be absent, one of your study buddies can provide copies of his/her class notes and advise you as to what else you may have missed.  It is your responsibility to contact a study buddy to find out what you missed during your absence or to turn in any class assignment(s) for you on time.    

Assignment Schedule:

October 19: Chapter 1
October 24: Chapter 2
October 26: Chapter 3


Paper on Generational Change due

October 31: Chapter 4 


Test on Chapters 1-3

November 2: Chapter 5

November 7: Chapter 6

November 9: Chapter 7



  Test on Chapters 4-6

November 14: Chapter 8

November 16: Chapter 9

                        Paper on Participant Observation due
November 21: Chapter 10

                        Test on Chapters 7-9
November 23: Thanksgiving

November 28: Chapter 11

November 30: Chapter 12

December 5:  Final research paper due and class presentations

December 7:  Chapter 13 (and any remaining class presentations) 
December 12: Final Exam

Grading: Points will be awarded for coursework as follows – 

Participation:                                                                                             10 

Paper on Generational Change:                                                                10          

Paper on Participant Observation:                                                            10

Final Research Paper and Presentation:                                                   20

Test 1:                                                                                                       10
Test 2:                                                                                                       10
Test 3:                                                                                                       10
Final Exam:                                                                                              20
Total                                                                                                        100
Grading Scale:

90-100% =A

80-89% = B

70-79% = C

60-69% = D

59 & Below = F
