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CD/PSYCH 38:  Lifespan Development
Fall 2006
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TTH  8:00 - 9:15 (FEM 1)
Instructor:  
Lacy Barnes
Office Room: 

Forum Hall, Rm 7




Office Phone:  

(559) 638-3641 ext. 3220
Office Hours:
Tues. 9:30-10:30 and Wed. & Fri. 11:00 - 11:50, or by appt.
Email address:
lacy.barnes@reedleycollege.edu
 

Required Text:
Dacey, J. S. & Travers, J. F. (2006).  Human Development Across the Life-Span, 6th ed. New York, NY:  McGraw-Hill Companies Inc.
Overview of Course:  
This course will provide you with a general introduction to developmental psychology; it will cover several areas of development (e.g., physical, cognitive, social, personality, etc.) from conception to death.  Upon completion of the course, you should understand and be able to describe how humans develop throughout the life span.  

Specific Course Goals:  
Students who successfully complete CD/PSYCH 38—Lifespan Development should be able to:  

1. List and describe the major stages of human growth and development. 

2. State appropriate behavioral expectations and developmental tasks associated with each major stage of development as well as the continuity and change occurring within these processes. 

3. Analyze different developmental events from the perspectives of the major theories of development—cognitive, learning, humanistic, and psychoanalytic—and recognize those theories (and theorists) when used by others to analyze events. 

4. State and discuss (pro and con) the basic issues of the nature/nurture controversies. 

5. Explain how research contributes to the understanding of development; and define and differentiate among the research methods used in human growth and development, including cross-sectional, longitudinal and cross-sequential designs. 

6. Recall important developmental concepts and be able to recognize and apply these concepts in various situations.
· Grading:  

Grades will be based on student performance in the following areas:

 

12%
Attendance, Participation & Small Group Activities


A  =   90 – 100%


15%
Written Homework Responses




B   =  80  –  89%

17%
Research Article Summary





C  =   68  –  79%

12%
On-line Quizzes






D  =   58  –  67%

44%
Exams








F   =   00  –  57%

Prior to the beginning of an assignment, you will receive specific information regarding how the assignment will be graded. All points assigned to each category above will be multiplied by the corresponding percentage identified (further explanation will follow if needed).

· Attendance, Participation & Small Group Activities (SGA):  

Attendance is one measure of participation, and regular attendance will increase your opportunity to participate; thus increasing your likelihood of success in the course. You are expected to attend class, participate and complete in-class assignments when offered. From time to time, students will be placed in groups and assigned a topic for an in-class discussion. These group activities will vary in time and may culminate in a brief in-class group report (either written or oral). Students must be present to obtain credit for these assignments. 
College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than two weeks of class (4 class sessions). For this course, students who miss three weeks of class (6 class sessions) or more before OCTOBER 13th will be DROPPED for nonattendance. All absences before the October 13th drop date will result in a LOSS from attendance/participation points. Absences occurring AFTER the drop date will result in a GREATER loss of points PER absence. So in short, come to class prepared to participate!

When students know that they will be unable to attend class, FOR ANY REASON AT ALL (excused or unexcused), they must read and summarize “in writing” the material missed to excuse the absence and regain the points lost. 

· Student may choose either to complete this assignment in “paragraph” and/or “partial sentence outline” form. The format that best suits the student’s learning style should be the one chosen.

· This assignment is due ONE (1) week from the assigned date (which corresponds to the student’s return date to campus), or the absence will NOT be cleared! 

· Students can make up a maximum of EIGHT (8) absences for the semester.  
· It is the RESPONSIBILITY of the STUDENT to CLEAR ABSENCES!!

· Written Homework Responses: 

Over the course of the semester, students will be expected to complete several out-of-class assignments. These assignments will most likely follow from in-class discussion topics. Using the textbook as well as other sources (i.e. websites, internet, etc.), each student will write an independent response/analysis of the assigned topic(s). Specific information for each of these assignments will be passed out with corresponding details when the assignment is given.
· Research Article Summary and Analysis: 

To better acquaint students with research published in the field of developmental psychology, and to familiarize them with the scientific method and tone of professional writing, they will seek out and obtain TWO research studies on topics of their choice. Students will critique and summarize each research article in writing.
· On-line Quizzes:  

Students will be required to complete several on-line quizzes in order to demonstrate their understanding of the material being covered. To complete these assignments, students will need access to the internet. If students do not have access from home, they need to make arrangements to use one of the on-campus computer laboratories to complete their assignments. 
· Go to the following website to complete these assignments:   http://www.mhhe.com/dacey6
· Students should follow directions from there and email quizzes to address below to receive credit: lacy.barnes@reedleycollege.edu 
· See pages 5 & 6 of the syllabus for DUE DATES; any changes to these assigned quizzes will be ANNOUNCED in CLASS and POSTED on BLACKBOARD.

· Exams:  

There will be a total of FIVE (5) examinations consisting of many or all of the following: Multiple choice, fill-in, matching, true-false and short answer questions. Students are expected to be present and prepared to take the exams on the scheduled exam days.  Scantron 886 will be used for all tests.
If there is a conflict with a scheduled exam date, it is the responsibility of the student to NOTIFY the instructor IN ADVANCE, so that alternative arrangements can be made; in this case, the exam will be completed before the scheduled exam. See page 4 of syllabus for content to be included on each exam.
· Students’ LOWEST EXAM score will be DROPPED from their overall grade.

· Given the above stipulation, it should be clear that:
· If a student misses an exam—for whatever reason—and DOES NOT provide advanced notification to the instructor, the student WILL NOT be allowed to take/make-up the exam missed!!
· The fifth exam IS the final exam, and will take place during finals week on:
Tuesday, December 12th from 8:00 – 9:50
· Students with Disabilities

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, you should notify me immediately. All reasonable requests for assistance will be considered, and efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

· Demonstrating satisfactory progress 

Completing the assigned readings and homework assignments will prepare students for in class discussions; further, these efforts will help students demonstrate their knowledge of the course material on examinations. If students have earned less than 40% of the total points possible by the 9th week of instruction, their successful completion of the course with a C or better is numerically impossible. Students will be informed of their class standing and advised to seek counseling either with me or counseling services to discuss their current status and all possible options to ensure their successful program matriculation.

· Cheating and Plagiarism 

Reedley College has a written board policy (BP 5410) on Standards and Conduct which references incidences of cheating and plagiarism (see definitions below). If caught engaging in such academic dishonesty, disciplinary actions, including but not limited to the removal, suspension or expulsion of a student will be taken as outline in BP 5410 and its corresponding administrative regulation.
· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 

· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act which consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material so used, as one’s own work.

· Class Cancellation
Class cancellations will be articulated orally in class and in writing on blackboard. In cases of emergency where pre-warnings are not possible, students will be notified by an official yellow door card clearly posted on classroom door(s); when possible, blackboard notification will also be used in this latter case.

Tentative Exam and Reading Schedule at a Glance:
Approx. Week 4
--  (Chapters 1-3)
· Exam 1:  Parts 1 & 2 (Introduction & Beginnings) 

· Chpts. 1, 2, 3 (pgs. 59-64 & 73-79 only)
Approx. Week 8
 -- (Chapters 4-6)
· Exam 2:  Parts 2 & 3 (Beginnings & Infancy) 

· Chpts. 4 (pgs. 83-98 only), 5 & 6
Approx. Week 11
 -- (Chapters 7-10)
· Exam 3:  Parts 4 & 5 (Early & Middle Childhood) 

· Chpts. 7 (pgs. 173-190 only),  8, 9 (pgs. 233-246 & 253-265 only) & 10

Approx. Week 15
 -- (Chapters 11-14)
· Exam 4:  Parts 6 & 7 (Adolescence & Early Adulthood)
· Chpts. 11, 12 (pgs. 337-346 only), 13 (pgs. 369-380 only) & 14

Approx. Week 18
 -- (Chapters 15, 17-19)
· Exam 5 (Final): Parts 8 & 9 (Middle & Late Adulthood) 

· Chpts. 15 (pgs. 428-437 only), 17, 18 & 19
Tentative Course Calendar:
 

Week 1
Introduction/Research Methods
8/15

Reading:  Syllabus and Introduction to Lifespan Development
8/17 

Reading:  Chapter 1
Week 2
Introduction/Research Methods cont. / Theories of Development
8/22

Reading:  Chapters 1
8/24

Reading:  Chapters 2
Week 3
Theories of Development cont. / Biological Basis of Development
8/29

Reading:  Chapter 2
8/31 

Reading:  Chapter 3 (testing on pages 59-64 & 73-79 only)
Week 4
Biological Basis of Development cont.
9/4 (Mon.)
HOLIDAY – Labor Day – No Classes held, campus closed.
9/5

Reading:  Chapter 3 
On-line Quizzes Due: Ch’s. 1 & 2  (Extra credit: Ch. 3)
9/7

EXAM #1
Chapters 1, 2, & 3 (pgs. 59-64 & 73-79 only)
Week 5
Pregnancy & Birth
9/12

Reading:  Chapter 4 (testing on pages 83-98 only) / go over exams IF GRADED
9/14

Reading:  Chapter 4 / go over exams
 

Week 6
Infancy: Pregnancy & Birth cont. / Physical & Cognitive
9/19

Reading:  Chapters 4 & 5
9/21

Reading:  Chapter 5
Week 7
Infancy: Psychosocial
9/26

Reading:  Chapter 5 & 6
9/28

Reading:  Chapter 6
Week 8
Infancy: Psychosocial cont.
10/3

Reading:  Chapter 6    
On-line Quizzes Due: Ch’s. 5 & 6 (Extra credit: Ch. 4)
10/5

EXAM #2
Chapters 4 (pgs. 83-98 only), 5 & 6
 

Week 9
Early Childhood: Physical & Cognitive / Psychosocial 
10/10

Reading:  Chapter 7 (testing on pages 173-190 only)
10/12

Reading:  Chapters 7 & 8


October 12th is Last Day to DROP a class!!
Tentative Course Calendar (cont):
Week 10
Middle Childhood: Physical & Cognitive / Psychosocial
10/17

Reading:  Chapters 8 & 9 (testing on pages 233-246 & 253-265 only)
10/19

Reading:  Chapters 9 & 10
Week 11
Middle Childhood: Psychosocial cont.
10/24

Reading:  Chapter 10  On-line Quizzes Due: Ch’s. 7, 8, 9 & 10 (Extra credit: Ch’s. 7 & 10)
10/26

EXAM #3
Chapters 7 (pgs. 173-190 only), 8, 9 (pgs. 233-246 & 253-265 only) & 10
Week 12
Adolescence:  Physical & Cognitive
10/31

Reading:  Chapter 11 
11/2

Reading:  Chapter 12 (testing on pages 337-346 only)
Week 13
Adolescence: Psychosocial / Early Adulthood: Physical & Cognitive
11/7

Reading:  Chapters 12 & 13 (testing on pages 369-380 only)
11/9

Reading:  Chapters 13
11/10 (Fri)
HOLIDAY – Veteran’s Day – No Classes held
Week 14
Early Adulthood: Physical & Cognitive cont. / Early Adulthood: Psychosocial
11/14

Reading:  Chapter 13 & 14
11/16

Reading:  Chapter 14      On-line Quizzes Due: Ch’s. 11 ,12,13 & 14 (Extra credit: None)
Week 15
Early Adulthood: Psychosocial cont.
11/21

EXAM #4
Chapters 11, 12 (pgs. 337-346 only), 13 (pgs. 369-380 only) & 14
11/23-25
HOLIDAY – Thanksgiving – No classes held, campus closed
Week 16
Middle Adulthood: Physical & Cognitive / Psychosocial / Late Adulthood: Phys & Cog.
11/28

Reading:  Chapters 15 (testing on pages 428-437 only)
11/30

Reading:  Chapter 17
 

Week 17
Late Adulthood: Psychosocial / Dying and Spirituality
12/5

Reading:  Chapter 18
12/7

Reading:  Chapter 19      On-line Quizzes Due: Ch’s. 11 ,12,13 & 14 (Extra credit: None)
Week 18
FINALS WEEK (Dec. 11-15)    Final Exam: Tuesday, Dec. 12th 8:00 – 9:50 am
5/15

EXAM #5
Chapters 15 (pgs.428-437 only), 17, 18 & 19
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