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Reedley College

Psychology 2 – General Psychology / FALL 2006

ONLINE

Syllabus 
	 Instructor:  Liz Clark                       Office: N/A                                        Phone:  561-4400
 Office hours: By Appt.      AIM Screen Name: docliz2b          Email: liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu
 Textbook: Berenstein, Douglas A., Nash, Peggy W.  Essentials of Psychology: Third Edition, with CD


COURSE DESCRIPTION

General Psychology introduces students to a broad range of psychological topics and terminology, theorists and theories, research methods, and major problems of the discipline itself.  Topics include but are not limited to social psychology, the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, cultural influences, consciousness, memory and learning, developmental processes, psychological disorder and treatment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Learn to evaluate psychological data using the concepts, theories, and methods developed from an empirical, scientific perspective.

· Develop skills of “skeptical inquiry” when evaluating theories and explanations of individual behavior.

· Develop an intellectual curiosity and appreciation for their own existence and their inter-dependency with others and their environment.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Your final evaluation in the class is on the following criteria and grading scale:

1. Syllabus Review                             10 pts.                                                  10 pts.             

2. Chapter Posts                                 15pts. each                                        210 pts.            

3. Net Labs                                            5 pts. each                                         70 pts.             


4. Asynchronous Participation         10 pts. Per assignment                          140 pts.              

5. Synchronous Participation            10 pts.                                                  10 pts.             
6. Midterm Exam 
     50 pts.                                                  50 pts.              

7. Final Comprehensive Exam
   150 pts.                                                 150 pts               

                 

                   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

          

                                                                                    640 pts.                              
Your course grade is based on the total number of points obtained. Extra credit can be discussed on an individual basis.
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION
Important : I am offering only ONE face to face (F2F) meeting.  That is on the first night.  All other work will be done ONLINE.  Please disregard dates in WebAdvisor or Reedley Class Schedule. 

College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than 2 class sessions.
Last day to drop this class and avoid .a “W” –Sept. 1, 2006.  Last day to change from CR-NR – Sept. 15, 2006.  Last day to drop this class – Oct. 13, 2006
ALL POSTS ARE DUE ON OR BEFORE 11:59 ON THE DATE INDICATED IN THE WEEKLY SCHEDULE. LATE POSTS WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT UNLESS YOU HAVE MADE INDIVIDUAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH ME PRIOR TO THE DUE DATE.
GRADING RUBRIC FOR POSTS

	A grade:
	· All assignments are entered before the deadline.

· Substantial, original contributions that further the work of the class. 
· Posts often and is actively involved in all discussions.  
· Ties the course materials and activities to other readings, reliable web sites or   

                             resources
· Always extends understanding of the material to other aspects of  learning; offers explanations of why/how things happen the way they do.
· Always asks provocative questions.
· Reflections on learning are evident in posts.
· Frequent interaction with students & instructor goes beyond minimum requirements. 

· Clear and fluent writing free of spelling and grammatical errors.  Proper English language sentence structure.

· Excellent use of APA format for final.
· All posts are comprehensive.
· All of the forum assignments completed above expectations

	B grade:
	· Almost all contributions further the work of the class. 

· Original contributions with some references to lesson material. 

· Many interactions with students and instructor.
· Clear writing with few grammatical and spelling errors. Good English language sentence structure.

· Good use of APA format for final.
· Most posts are comprehensive.
· Usually extends understanding of the material to other aspects of learning; offers explanations of why/how things happen the way they do.
· Reflection on learning is evident in posts
· Usually ties course material to other readings, reliable web sites or resources.

· Usually asks thoughtful questions.

· Completes all assignments by the deadline.

	C grade:
	· Some contributions forward the work of the class         

· Original contributions that occasionally ties the course materials and activities to

                           other readings, web sites or resources.

· Occasionally extends understanding of the material to other aspects of the student’s  

                           learning; offers explanations of why things happen the way they do.

· Chats about course content or about application of course topics but does not

                                  reflect on its meanings

· Writing is adequate with some grammatical and spelling errors.  

· Good attempt at proper English language sentence strcture

· Some attempt to use APA format for final.

· Posts are brief.
· Occasionally adds probing questions to extend the conversations begun by other participants.



	D grade:
	· Missed posting deadlines.
· Doesn’t share or reflect on course materials or activities or attempt to tie the material   
                   to other activities
· Minimal  interactions with students.
· Very brief statements. 
· Significant writing errors, poor grammar. 
· Only offers the most rudimentary explanation for motivations or issues in the course
· Poor or no use of APA format


	F grade:
	· Missed assignments.

· Does not contribute to class learning.

· Very brief statements.

· Does not connect issues in course material

· Does not ask questions to increase learning.




 

FINAL - COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
The final exam will consist of 8 essays that correlate course material with the movie, A Beautiful Mind.

You choose ANY eight chapters from the book.  Please discuss the concepts in each chapter then relate that information to the segments of the film that exemplifies the concepts.  Begin each chapter on a new page with the title of the chapter as the heading for that page.  APA format required. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS – ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE POSTED NO LATER THAN11.59 PM OF THE DUE DATE 
 Please post your assignments in the Blackboard Discussion chapter folder that coincides with the assigned chapter as early as possible.   Feel free to read and post ahead of the assigned due dates.
For all of the writing assignments, please use good grammar, check your spelling, and review your work to be sure you are being as clear as possible – PROOF, PROOF, PROOF!!!  General Psychology is a transferable course and it is important you express yourself clearly in each writing assignment and interaction.  If you have difficulty with writing clearly, contact the online tutoring center (information on Blackboard homepage).

Chapter Posts: These assignments are an important element of our interactive learning. For each chapter, please provide a summary that includes the following:

1. What was a surprise?  It may be that you thought you knew something, but learned something different; and tell us about new learnings.

2. What specific concepts/theories in the chapter are most useful to you in your life.  Explain how/why.

3. What questions did this chapter bring up for you?

When you post, please label the post “Chapter Post”.  I recommend that you type these in WORD so you can use spell check and grammar check.  Then, you have a choice of attaching the document as an RTF file or copy and pasting right into Bb. Either way is acceptable. 

Check the grading rubric to get the most points possible for your posts
Sometimes I will ask a specific question associated with a chapter to guide your thinking.  These will be posted in advance in the chapter folder on Bb Discussion.

Asynchronous Contributions:  Each of you will offer 3 contributions (questions, comments, additions) to your classmates’ posts.  These are to be well-written contributions that extend our learning beyond, “I like what you said” or “Good post”.  This is a time to share your critical thinking skills (critical thinking handout posted on Blackboard).  Refer to the grading rubric. IMPORTANT: Sometimes there are numerous people responding to a post.  When you reply to a post, be sure to put the name of the person to whom you are responding in the header. For example:
         Mary’s Chapter Post

         Talitha responds – Header reads “response to Mary”

         Benito responds – Header reads “response to Talitha” (or Mary or Mary and Talitha)


Explaination of 3 contributions: This could be a response to Mary’s Chapter post and her NetLab Post, then a response to a post from one other person.  Or, it could be a response to three different people’s posts.  You can mix and match as long as you have 3 separate contributions.  Continuing a conversation in a thread is not considered a third post.  So, in the example above, if Mary continues the thread with Talitha and Benito, that does not count as her 3 contributions
NetLabs: Please choose any of the NetLabs (on the CD) that interest you and coincide with the chapter we are covering. When you complete the NetLab, please post a review of what you learned in that NetLab. Label that post,”NetLab”
Synchronous Participation:  We will meet together for a LiveChat on October 2, 2006 to discuss the final.  Time of this meeting yet to be determined.
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism, which includes specific steps that will be taken in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 
· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act, which consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material used as one’s own work.
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	August 16, 2006
	 
	August 21, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Introductions
	 
	DUE: Ch. 1 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 1
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	August 24, 2006
	 
	August 28, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 1
	 
	DUE: Ch. 2 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 2
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	August 31, 2006
	 
	September 5, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 2
	 
	DUE: Ch. 3 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 3
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	September 8, 2006
	 
	September 11, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 3
	 
	DUE: Ch. 4 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 4
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	September 14, 2006
	 
	September 18, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch Ch. 4
	 
	DUE: Ch. 5 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch 5
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	September 21, 2006
	 
	September 25, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 5
	 
	DUE: Ch. 6 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW- READ Ch. 6
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	September 28, 2006
	 
	October 2, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch Ch. 6
	 
	LIVE CHAT - Prep for 
	
	
	
	

	HW -Prepare for Midterm 
	 
	Midterm
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	October 5, 2006
	 
	October 9, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MIDTERM DUE
	 
	DUE: Ch. 7 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW-READ Ch. 7
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	October 12, 2006
	 
	October 16, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Aysnch. Ch. 7
	 
	DUE: Ch. 8 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW-READ Ch. 8
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	October 19, 2006
	 
	October 23, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 8
	 
	DUE: Ch. 9 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW-READ Ch. 9
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	October 26, 2006
	 
	October 30, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 9
	 
	DUE: Ch. 10 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW -READ Ch. 10
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November 2, 2006
	 
	November 6, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 10
	 
	DUE: Ch. 11 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 11
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November 9, 2006
	 
	November 13, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 11
	 
	DUE: Ch. 12 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW - READ Ch. 12
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November 16, 2006
	 
	November 20, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 12
	 
	Prep for FINAL
	
	
	
	

	HW -READ Ch. 13
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November 23, 2006
	 
	November 27, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	THANKSGIVING
	 
	DUE: Ch. 13 Post
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	November 30, 2006
	 
	December 4, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch Ch. 13
	 
	DUE: Ch. 14 Post
	
	
	
	

	HW -READ Ch. 14
	 
	NetLab
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	December 7, 2006
	 
	December 11, 2006
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 14
	 
	DUE: FINAL -11:59 p.m.
	
	
	
	


