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COURSE SYLLABUS

ABOUT THIS COURSE 

American Government and related institutions are emphasized in a proactive learning environment. 

Also included are components of California governmental politics and public policy along with topics of regional importance. This course is further designed to help you develop a deeper understanding of American political culture through critical examination of the fascinating social, economic and cultural changes that have taken place since America’s founding.  

The learning objective for this course is to advance your comprehension of the workings of American democracy and the society in which you live. The practical objective is to enable you to contribute to that society as a responsible and constructive citizen. And if you so choose, you will be more prepared to play a role in the politics of your day. 

This course meets the transfer requirements for California State University and University of California. *Subject Advisory: Eligibility for English 1A.

GRADING SCALE 

100-90 =A; 89-80 =B; 79-70 =C; 69-60 =D; 59 & below =F.
DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES 

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please see me during the first week of instruction. All reasonable requests will be considered and all efforts to accommodate your verified need shall be made.   

TEXT  

American Government and California Politics. 

[Bardes, Shelley, Schmidt, Lawrence; Wadsworth Press.] This text is required.  Please bring it to each class meeting along with this syllabus and course schedule. 

Supplemental readings will also be assigned from noted historical figures, famous (and not-so-famous) authors, national and local newspapers and other sources, as needed. It is recommended that you obtain a collegiate dictionary and writer’s style manual. Moreover, if you read reputable newspapers/magazines/web sites regularly, or watch television news channels, you will have a decided advantage in this course. 

For national news, try the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report. For local news, try the Fresno Bee.

All reading assignments must be completed prior to attending class. The readings and lectures are designed to complement one another, not replace them.  Some material covered in the lectures will be covered in the text. Conversely, some information in the text may not be addressed directly in class. In testing situations, students will be responsible for all assigned materials. You are encouraged strongly to ask questions about the course content as often as necessary.   I would be delighted to answer them as time allows.
However, be advised that if it appears that the class tends to be unprepared and cannot answer my questions adequately, unannounced written quizzes will result. Each unannounced quiz will contain 5 questions worth two points each, to be substituted for 5 exam questions. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students complete the assigned readings. 
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EXAMS AND WRITING ASSIGNMENT (100% OF COURSE GRADE) 

There will be a total of four in-class exams, plus a take-home writing assignment.  Percentages of final course grade: First in-class exam =15% of course grade; Second and Third in-class exams=20% of course grade for each exam. Writing assignment =20% of course grade. Final exam=25% of course grade. 

Each in-class exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions. Please bring a SCANTRON 882 to each exam along with a no. 2 pencil. You will receive detailed instructions about your writing assignment during the first week of instruction. 

You are expected to take exams at the regularly scheduled times. Missing an exam will result in a zero grade for that exam unless there was prior instructor approval or the student produces legitimate documentation of an emergency. Please check the accompanying course schedule for exam dates.  

Additionally, you cannot pass this course on multiple-choice scores alone and no student who fails to turn in the writing assignment shall receive a passing grade. 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students accomplish an equivalent amount of writing to earn transferable units towards a University of California or California State University diploma.  

ATTENDANCE RULES 

Roll will be taken at each class session. You are advised to take this course only if you intend to attend class regularly. To that end, just as professionals must be on time, be prepared and keep absences to a minimum, you are expected to do the same.  

You are permitted to miss no more than six class sessions. Please note that two latenesses equal one absence, regardless of class hours missed.  The purpose of this policy is to minimize classroom interruptions. 

If you exceed the attendance limit after the final drop date, you will be assessed a penalty of 15 points off the Final Exam for each absence over the established limit. So if your lifestyle is over-committed, it is suggested strongly that you take another course instead. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING ATTENDANCE

It is your responsibility to be aware of each day's reading assignment. It is also your responsibility to know what happened in class if you were absent. Please have two or more students to check with that can provide the information you missed.     

If you encounter difficulties with attendance, it is your responsibility to contact me regarding possible alternative arrangements. For an absence to be excused, you must provide proper documentation. Otherwise, 

it counts against the absence limit.  An absence is excusable only with legitimate and proper documentation under the following conditions: Medical excuse, Jury Summons, Military orders, Employer’s note, etc.  

Be sure you agree with all written policies contained within this syllabus as they will not be changed. 

THE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 

Seats will be assigned and a seating chart will be used for attendance purposes. An important part of the course is student participation. You will never be asked to deliver a speech of any kind. You will, however, be called upon sometimes to exhibit briefly your knowledge of the subject matter contained within the assigned readings. So be prepared for each class meeting. Your personal opinions on political and social issues are strictly voluntary. If you participate regularly in class, you have a distinct advantage. If you participate regularly and your average is 57-59, 67-69, 77-79 or 87-89, you will receive the higher final course grade. 
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THE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT (CONT.)
For example, if your average is 87-89, you will receive an “A” based on your regular class participation. Otherwise, your final course grade will be based on the standard grading scale provided above. Be prepared to stay for the full class period. Please do not leave class early without permission. This will result in an unexcused absence. To avoid point deductions, all cellular phones or any other device capable of distracting the class must be turned off. A guaranteed way to lower your grade is by behaving in a manner inappropriate to the classroom. Reading, sleeping, talking, eating, leaving cell phones turned on, etc. during class or failure to treat everyone in the class with respect will affect your grade in a negative way. If you practice such inappropriate behavior, you may be asked to leave the classroom, pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and California Education Code 76030-76033).  

ETHICS 

Cheating, plagiarism or any other forms of academic dishonesty whatsoever will result in:

a) A failing grade for the assignment in question, and 

b) Any and all additional penalties set forth in the rules of this college. 
In this course, cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts include assisting another to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intention of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examinations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work. These rules can be found on page 185 of the Reedley College/North Centers Summer/Fall 2006 Class Schedule. 

It is your responsibility to be aware of the college rules governing cheating and plagiarism. Ignorance of the rules will not be accepted as a viable excuse. 

WHY IS WRITING SO IMPORTANT IN THIS COURSE? 

Writing skills are emphasized in this course for a very important reason. Well-educated, literate employees are necessary to perform today’s higher-paying jobs. Yet the ability to compose a straightforward paragraph is becoming rarer among the general population and separates those who are literate from those who are not. In short, if you are proficient in the English language, you are much more likely to graduate and rise above your less-prepared competition in the job market. 

HOW DO I GET INDIVIDUAL HELP? 

It is very important to me to be available to my students. However, I rarely take class time to deal with individual questions that are unrelated to the course material. Unless it is an emergency, you should understand that privacy concerns require that I not discuss your personal business in public. So I will be glad to meet with you personally on campus before or after class or via e-mail instead. Alternatively, please write me a note explaining your situation and tell me what it is you would like me to do about it. If necessary, you are encouraged to seek tutorial services or enroll in a writing course to compete more successfully. 

Feel free to share your academic questions, ideas, humorous observations, philosophy or any other matter related to the course, as needed. And always do your best. My viewpoint is that it is difficult for students to work hard and grow when they know their chances of receiving an  “A” or “B” are 50-50 from the outset. Trust me on this one. In years to come, you will forget those who offered up easy grades and soft assignments. You will, however, remember and come to appreciate those who posed a challenge. 

Welcome to Political Science 2. I look forward to working with each of you.
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COURSE SCHEDULE/IMPORTANT DATES

SEPT. 1: LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR FULL-TERM FALL 2006 CLASSES, 

LAST DAY TO DROP A FALL 2006 CLASS TO AVOID A “W”.

SEPT. 4: LABOR DAY HOLIDAY, NO CLASSES HELD, CAMPUS CLOSED.

OCT. 13: LAST DAY TO DROP A FALL 2006 CLASS (LETTER GRADES ASSIGNED AFTER THIS DATE).

NOV. 10: VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY, NO CLASSES HELD.

NOV. 23-25: THANKSGIVING DAY HOLIDAY, NO CLASSES HELD, CAMPUS CLOSED.

DEC. 11-15: FINAL EXAMS WEEK. 

EXAM SCHEDULE: WEEK 3, WEEK 6, WEEK 9, WEEK 12, FINAL EXAM: WEEK 16.

(WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED).

TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

CH. 1: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE, THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. 

CH. 2: THE U.S. CONSTITUTION also THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

CH. 3: FEDERALISM. 

CH. 4: CIVIL LIBERTIES. 

CH. 5: CIVIL RIGHTS.

CH. 6: PUBLIC OPINION.

CH. 7: INTEREST GROUPS. 

CH. 8: POLITICAL PARTIES. 

CH. 9: CAMPAIGNS, CANDIDATES AND ELECTIONS. 

CH. 10: THE MEDIA. 

CH. 11: THE CONGRESS. 

CH. 12: THE PRESIDENCY.

CH. 13: THE BUREAUCRACY.

CH. 14: THE JUDICIARY. 

*ALL LECTURE TOPICS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AS NEEDED.
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