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SYLLABUS AND COURSE SCHEDULE

ABOUT THIS COURSE: American Government and related institutions are emphasized in a proactive learning environment. Also included are components of California governmental politics and public policy along with topics of regional importance. This course is further designed to help you develop a deeper understanding of American political culture through critical examination of the fascinating social, economic and cultural changes that have taken place since America’s founding.  

This course meets the transfer requirements for California State University and University of California. Subject Advisory: Eligibility for English 1A.

ATTENDANCE:  Roll will be taken at each class session. You are advised to take this course only if you intend to attend class regularly. You are permitted to have no more than two unexcused absences (the equivalent of approximately six hours of instruction). For an absence to be excused, you must provide proper documentation.   Standard documentation for an actual emergency can include, but is not limited to the following: A note from an employer or doctor, a jury summons, military orders, etc. 
If you exceed the attendance limit after the final drop date, you will be assigned a failing course grade. 

DISABLED STUDENT SERVICES: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please see me during the first two weeks of instruction. All reasonable requests will be considered and all efforts to accommodate your verified need shall be made.   

TEXT: A custom designed textbook will be used this semester and is available in the bookstore;  American Government and California Politics   by Steffen W. Schmidt, Mark C. Shelley, Barbara A. Bardes, and David G. Lawrence. This text is required.  Please bring it to each class meeting along with this syllabus and course schedule. Supplemental readings may also be assigned from national and local newspapers and other sources. It is recommended that you obtain a collegiate dictionary and writer’s style manual. 

Please note: All reading assignments should be completed prior to attending class. Not all material covered in the lectures will be covered in the text.  In testing situations, students will be responsible for all assigned materials, including material covered during lectures. 

GRADING SCALE: 100-90 =A; 89-80 =B; 79-70 =C; 69-60 =D; 59 & below =F.
EXAMS AND RESEARCH PAPER: There will be a total of three in-class exams, plus a research paper.  Percentages of final course grade: Class Participation = 5%; First in-class exam =20%; Mid-term and final =25% each; Research and writing paper =25%. 

Each in-class exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions. Please bring a SCANTRON 882 and no. 2 pencil to each exam. You will receive detailed instructions about your research and writing project during the second week of instruction. 

Political Science 2-Chelsea D. Hunter
Please note: No student who fails to turn in a Final Exam/research and writing project shall receive a passing grade. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students accomplish an equivalent amount of writing to earn transferable units towards a University of California or California State University diploma.  

You are expected to take exams at the regularly scheduled times. The only conditions for which a make-up exam will be given are as follows: Prior instructor approval or a well-documented, actual emergency (medical, legal, job-related, etc.). Missing an exam without meeting the above conditions will result in a zero grade for that exam. 

There will be no exceptions to these rules.

THE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT An important part of the course is student participation. Be prepared for each class meeting. Reading local, reliable newspapers is a good way to keep up with current events that will be discussed in class. Your personal opinions on political and social issues are strictly voluntary. If you participate regularly in class, you have a distinct advantage.  
Be prepared to stay for the full class period. Please do not leave class early without permission as this will result in an unexcused absence. To avoid point deductions, all cellular phones or any other device capable of distracting the class must be turned to vibrate.  

ETHICS: Cheating, plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty whatsoever will result in:

a) A failing grade for the assignment in question, and 

b) Any and all additional penalties set forth in the rules of this college. 
It is the intention of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examinations only, but that it includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work. 

HOW DO I GET INDIVIDUAL HELP? It is very important to me to be available to my students. Please feel free to utilize my e-mail address or voicemail noted on the syllabus. If necessary, you are encouraged to seek tutorial services or enroll in a writing course to compete more successfully. 

Feel free to share your academic questions/discussions, humor, philosophy or any other matter related to the course, as needed.  

Welcome to Political Science 2. I look forward to working with each one of you.

REEDLEY COLLEGE



POLITICAL SCIENCE 2

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

 PRIVATE 

FALL 2006

INSTRUCTOR: CHELSEA D. HUNTER

SEC. 72003


chelseahunter@comcast.net


COURSE SCHEDULE

AUGUST
17 
Introduction to Political Science, Syllabus Review

24 
Chapter 1: The American System & Declaration of Independence 
and PAPER GUIDELINES
31
Chapters 2&3: The Constitution, Federalism 
SEPTEMBER
7 
Chapter 4: Civil Liberties
14
Chapter 5: Civil Rights
21 
EXAM ONE

28 
Chapters 7: Interest Groups
OCTOBER
5 
Chapter 8: Political Parties
12 
Chapter 9: Campaigns, Nominations, and Elections- PAPER DUE
19 
Chapter 10: The Media and Cyberpolitics 
26 
EXAM TWO 

NOVEMBER
2 
Chapter 11: The Congress
9 
Chapter 12: The President
16 
Chapter 14: The Judiciary
THANKSGIVING DAY-NO CLASS

30 
Chapters 1 & 7 in CALIFORNIA-The Politics of Diversity
DECEMBER
7 
Final Exam Review, Question & Answer session
14 
FINAL EXAM 

*Syllabus is subject to change 
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