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Syllabus and course information |

Instructor: W. Laird Durley | |
Office: Humanities 54, i f
Hours: MWF 11AM—12 AM (office hours12-1 MWF) ? .
Phone: office; 559-638-3641ex3274; Home: 559-222-8638 : HE ‘ :
Required text: A Concise Introduction to Logic, Hurley, 9%ed. i |
What is Philosophy?
It is untrue (barely) to say that there are as many definitions of philo | 1y 3
students of philosophy. The word itself comes from the Greek wordi I : I
sophos (wisdom), hence ‘the love of wisdom.” But just what does this five o f
A rather aggressive explication from a modern philosopher ] ';
“Beliefs can be handed down. Knowledge can perhaps be handed d \}! Wi -
never be handed down. The goal of philosophy is wisdom. Trying tq ‘H C | | i
philosophy is unphilosophical. Wisdom requires questioning what igq ,“ B
everything is questionable, wisdom requires questioning everything.’ 1‘;! " | { 1
philosophy is: the art of questioning everything.” EE . }
Another, perhaps more lyrical, definition pointed out to me by a colle ‘!
another modern, Louis Pojman, who writes that philosophy is”...an ‘;I j tat] i
in wonder at the marvels on mysteries of the world, that pursues a rati al-inveszj at] : o
of these marvels and mysteries, seeking wisdom and truth, and resulls i1 a life livedin | 'n
passionate moral and intellectual integrity.” HE I |
il ol s
Both definitions lead to a further question: i i : I

How would one begin this ‘rational investigation of everything?’ Otfe
‘this course.’ ‘ ?
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This course is an introduction to the methods and principals used to
especially deductive reasoning. Course content will include the basi

traditional deductive logic, and propositional logic with (perhaps) n 'i
£ |

The objective of this course is to develop intellectual skills in the re
clarification, and evaluation techniques for deductive reasoning.

Requirements and Grading

Students enrolled in this course are required to participate in all claI Bco

assigned section of the text and try the exercises for that section be
in class. There will be four exams and one paper. The exams will ig

questions and application problems. The paper will be an exercise 1}3 it

All five will be of equal worth, at least 100 points (Extra credit pro

be added to exams). Additional point credit may be given for good ||

participation at the discretion of the instructor. Assuming that the
requirement is met, the course grade will be determined as follows:
459=B; 350-399=C; 300-349=D; 0-299=F. This brings up,

As one cannot participate in class meetings that one does no attend
the equivalent of two weeks of class meetings may be dropped by t& ’

weeks) or be assigned an “F” for insufficient participation (second

enrolled after the last drop day (Oct.14th this semester) cannot receiy i:
receive a grade. i

Attendance, Minimum Participation and Drop P iéies 1
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(The following is the intended schedule for the course but changes i
update as advised) !

Week 1: Intro, Arguments, Logic, Premises and Conclusions (read 1 | | ‘

Week 2: Recognizing Arguments (1.2; ex I, 11, V, VI) Paper assigne
Deduction and Induction (1.3; ex L, IL, IIT) [FRI]

Week 3: Evaluation Concepts: Validity,Soundness Strength,Cogency{ i
Week 4: Paper due [MON] Practice and Review [WED] 1* Exam §

Week 5: Categorical Propositions (4.1; all exercises); [MON]
Quality,Quantity,Distribution(4.2;ex D[WED]

Week 6: Venn Diagrams/Boolean Interpretation of Cat.Prop. (4.3; ek |}
Traditional Square of Opposition (4.5, except last three Parpsiiéh

Week 7: Venn diagrams /the Traditional standpoint (4.6; ex I II);
Categorical Syllogisms (5.1;ex L, 11, IIT)
Venn diagrams for Categorical Syllogism (5.2; ex I)

Week 8: Syllogistic Rules and Fallacies (5.3; ex I, II) Practice and lie
Week 9: 2"% Exam [MON]; Propositional Logic: Symbols and Tra4s }
Week10: Truth Functions (6.2; ex L, II, 1, IV)

Week11: Truth Tables for Propositions (6.3;ex L1, III #3&8)

Week12: Truth Tables for Arguments (6.4; ex I); Indirect Truth Ta (6.
Week13: Argument forms and fallacies (6.6; ex I, II); Practice and
Week14: 371 Exam [MON]; Natural Deduction in Propositional Lo% e 1;
Week15: Natural Deduction in Propositional Logic (7.2; ex 1) :
Week16: Natural Deduction in Propositional Logic (7.3: ex II)

Week17: Natural Deduction in Propositional Logic (7.4; ex IIT)
Soundness and completeness of Natural Deduction (defing

Week18: 4® Exam/Final Exam





