Philosophy 4-Critical Reasoning

Course Information and Syllabus

Instructor:  Michael Speir

Credit Hours: 3 for Fall 2006

Email otcspeir@hotmail.com
Subject Advisory:  Eligibility for ENGL 1A
Required Texts:  A Concise Introduction to Logic by Patrick Hurley, 9th edition

702010 Phil 4 Critical Reasoning W 6:00-8:50 pm Sanger HS
Defining Philosophy
The best place to start in our attempt to define philosophy is with the etymology of the word itself.  Most people are aware that the term is derived from two Greek words: philo (love) and sophia (wisdom).  Philosophy, then, literally means "the love of wisdom."  We each have a sense of what love means, but what exactly is wisdom?   Although there are many different ideas about what wisdom is, we can define it as "the proper understanding about the nature of reality."  The wise person, then, has a correct understand about their own nature, the nature of the universe and the nature of God (if, in fact, God actually exists).  This understanding at the same time informs and influences the way one lives his, or her, life. A person is wise, in other words, if he has a correct understanding about how things actually are and lives his life accordingly.
Philosophy has also been connected with the quest for the truth.  The Greek philosopher Pythagoras, for example, maintained that unlike the other human beings who are concerned with the hustle and bustle of life,   "the philosopher seeks for truth."   The aim of philosophy, however, is not this truth or that truth, my truth or your truth, but "The Truth".  The truth that philosophy searches for is a truth that applies to all people at all times.  This truth has been referred to as a transcendent truth, because it is not restricted to individual perceptions of what is true or false.
So now we know that philosophy involves a quest for the truth for the sake of wisdom.  The next question we have to ask is how we acquire this truth.   Socrates, the father of western philosophy, once said:  "The greatest good for human beings is daily to discuss virtue, and all those other things about which you hear me conversing and examining myself and others, for the unexamined life is not worth living."  According to Socrates, philosophy involves a critical examination of reality that is characterized by rational inquiry.  A rational form of inquiry is one that is based exclusively on sound arguments and not on opinions, or feelings.  Of course, there is nothing wrong with having opinions and feelings about important matters, but the discipline of philosophy asks us to be able to logically justify why we hold these opinions, feelings or beliefs.  If we want to be engaged in philosophical discourse, therefore, we need to support our views using logic rather than emotions.
Based upon what has been described above, our working definition of philosophy will look something like the following: "A critical examination of reality characterized by rational inquiry that aims at the Truth for the sake of attaining wisdom."
Course Description

This course involves an introduction to the principles and methods of good reasoning, including identification of arguments, assessing and developing basic deductive and inductive reasoning, common fallacies, and application of each element to issues and methods in elementary education.  

Course Objectives

This course is intended and designed to train students to evaluate arguments, including arguments about contemporary issues in education, and to develop plans to teach the principles of argument evaluation to elementary education.  
Level of Instruction and the Independent Study Requirement
This course is transferable to four-year colleges and universities, and transferable courses must be taught at college-level.  In such courses, students are expected to study independently for a minimum of (an average of) two hours outside of class for each lecture hour in class.  

Conduct

The study of philosophy can stimulate both emotional and rational convictions.  Students need to be respectful to all the traditions and student opinions presented in class.  Personal attacks and emotional outbursts will not be tolerated; however, calm discussion, analysis, and responsible evaluation is strongly encouraged.  Thus, while students do not have to agree with one or any of the traditions taught, or student opinions, they do have to be respectful to them.  For, “It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.” –Aristotle
Academic Dishonesty
The college experience is founded on honesty and integrity.  Dishonesty, cheating, plagiarism, lying in any form, will not be tolerated.  Cheating will be met with swift justice, most commonly a failing grade for false assignment; however one may be removed after proper proceedings.  It is the student’s responsibility to read and fully understand the Standards of Student Conduct located in the Student Handbook.  

Plagiarism is representing someone else’s work as your own.  It includes quoting or paraphrasing a secondary source without citing that source, or copying, buying, or stealing written work from another person or another source.  All class writings must be a student’s own original work, created this semester for this particular course.  Remember, plagiarism is both immoral and illegal.  

If you still have a question about citing sources, or exactly what constitutes cheating, you must ask me. However, if you ignore this warning, plead ignorance, and turn in dishonest work then you will assume full responsibility and receive the appropriate penalties for your wrong doing(s).  
Special Needs
In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you require accommodations due to a disability please visit the Disability Department let me know immediately and I will deal with the issue appropriately.  

Attendance Policy
1. Attendance will be taken each class session.  Promptness and regular attendance are expected.  

2. While you will not receive any direct points for attending class, borderline grades may be affected by attendance and participation.  

3. Outside assignments will not be accepted late unless discussed with the instructor.

4. Points will be assigned based on your class participation.  This will be worth 10% of your total grade.  

Make-Up Policy

1. Students are expected to turn in assignments and take exams on dates assigned.  

2. If a student misses an assignment or exam with the instructor’s consent, or by an extreme situation, that exam/assignment must be made up within 1 week.  After that time, no make-up will be allowed. 

3. All make up tests will be different than the original test and, most likely, will be harder.  Make sure you communicate with me if this becomes an issue.

4. Extra credit is possible upon request, but it is typically not an easy task.  

Exams
1. There will be 4 exams.  Each exam will be based on both lecture and the text. 

2. All of the exams will have an equal percentage value and will make up 50% of your total grade.

Paper

1. The paper will be individually worth 20% of your final grade.  

Quizzes

1.  The final 20% will consist of random quizzes.  The number, length, and difficulty of each individual quiz known only to me.  You can not make up a quiz.  
Grade Break down
Class participation = 10%

Exams = 50%

Paper = 20%

Quizzes = 20%
*A=100%- 90%, B=89-80%, etc.                    
End of Semester Practices
After the semester is over, no additional work will be accepted for the course.  Instructors are not allowed to change grades after the semester is over unless some procedure was not properly followed or the course grade was miscalculated.  If a university to which you are transferring requests an “early grade report,” give me the appropriate university form at the final exam meeting with an envelope that is stamped and addressed to the university’s admissions office.  I will calculate your grade, fill out the form and mail it within a few days.

Course Schedule

There are 18 weeks of instruction (Aug 16 – Dec 13-15).  Each period we will attempt to cover approximately one chapter, except for days when we have a test.  Your tests will be on the following dates: Aug 30th, Oct 4th, Nov 8th, and Dec 11-15.  On test days there will also be an allotted time for students to work together or individually to study for the test.  As previously stated, quizzes will be randomly given as a safeguard to insure you have completed the chapter s that will be discussed in class prior to that class.  You will also be responsible for writing a paper, the details of which will be announced at a later date.  
Academic Calendar
September 1:  A.  Last day to register for full-term Fall 2006 classes


           B.  Last day to drop a Fall 2006 class to avoid a “W”

September 15:  Last day to change a Fall 2006 class to/from a CR/NC grading basis

October 13:  Last day to drop a Fall 2006 class (letter grades assigned after this date).

December 11-15:  A.  Final exam week



      B.  Fall 2006 semester ends
