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Teacher: W. Laird Durley
Classroom: BUS 743
Time: 8—9:15 Tues —-Thurs

Office: SOC 39

Office phone: 638-3641 ex3274;‘ home phone 222-8638 (7AM--7PM)

Office hours: the hour before and after class and by appointment

Book: The Ways of Religion, Eastman, 3 ed

Religions covered: Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Jijd3

i

Christianity and Islam

Papers: 2 one page, 2 two page, 1 three page, 1 four page, 1 seven pﬁ :

Tests: 1 final, no other tests

Quizzes: occasional, usually 8-12, 15min

Hard cdpy homework: occasional, usually 4, no more than one page i];;

Grades: 50% papers & final
24% quizzes & homework
26 % class participation

Absences: 4 allowed, none excused
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This syllabus is going to be a little different from most of the other s

Jlighi you may have
read, perhaps because the study of Philosophy is a little different fr

priflother studies.

Showing you how it is different from, but intimately related to, all of ttfe ‘IE ther disciplines and,
more particularly, whatever most interests you would go a long wa *;-‘”j ard explaining why
the syllabus is as it is, but doing so here would, | think, be putting thq diit before the horse;
syllabi are supposed, among other things, to introduce courses and @ the other way

around.

Yes, this syllabus will contain the usual information (thou?h perhaps rjojiin the usual format),
as it is important that the prospective student feel some familiar poinjs 1‘ reference at the
outset. But as it seems to me more important in an introduction to hgl 1@& 'ou see a little bit of
what philosophy is all about and what this course will, in general, try fo "gtf» to get there than it
is to inform you about the nuts and bolts (i.e., how many papers tests ”I; coring etc.), we
may have a small problem: what you may want, maybe even need,tdifear first is not
exactly what | want to tell you first, and what | want to tell you is not gxifiitly what you want to

hear (‘why’ will become more obvious as you read). So...how to p H:

i 1
ol

I could just “give the people what they want”, but | don't think that ddirfliso would give a
very accurate picture of the course, and some of you might go or stg ” psed on a
misconception, or | could just forge ahead and say what | want to regafiiless of whatever

you feel and, again, some of you might decide to go or stay based
s0...what to do? | think that | will do a bit of both.

In l“ | misunderstanding.

Yes, there will be two texts you need to purchase for the course: Kol i & Martin's The

Experience of Philosophy, 6th ed. and Sophie’s World by John Gal :;: r. You will need to
have read the first assignment for the Thurs. Aug. 17 meeting. Whi iil[ brings up just what
that assignment will be. The course is only 18 weeks long (only 16 iflyfils take out vacations
and finals) you have seen the length of the books; we are obviouslyin ggln going to finish
them both. You will have a lot of reading to do, but the choice as to W ibh readings to do is

for me a very hard one. '

At this point in the Syllabus | used to say : l

"The first reading we will discuss, however, is not a hard choi& |

ipocrates, especially

as Plato presents him in the Apology, can by almost general "i‘: sensus fairly be
used as a standard bearer for, and introduction to all of Philo gﬁi‘;‘ t . Itis not just for
Ted that an introduction to ‘So-crates’ can mark the beginning pfiiih ‘excellent

adventure’. Please read the Apology (p.8-20) first, the Crito -:;1; ) second and
the Euthyphro (p.2-8 ) last but all of them for Thurs.; perhapg H reason for the odd

order will become apparent as you read... .” U ‘

IS

This semester I've decided to do something different: in the past I ;;Mk only the K&M
book and its thematic approach; this semester | am going to try using ” p Gaarder book to
set up the readings in an historical context. The first reading,thereforg t‘; i come from the
Gaarder book and we will be alternating between the two books, using H.’ e Gaarder first as
an introduction to provide a context in which to read the philosopherg "i:i' mselves in their
own words in the K&M. [In the trade this would be known as ‘using tite frecondary source
gf' ":I)we] Gaarder novel) to contextualise the primary sources’ (i.e. as|fd ind in the K&M text

ok) .
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the ‘readings’ appeared on at least one quiz of which there would B
nh d

and there would be some (i.e. approx. 6-8) collected 1 page

pages ‘journalized’ (i.e. marked on my grade sheet) every other
they're small pages)

But before | elaborate let me first say a little about what a typical da

| assign a text for discussion for the next
a selection from one of the big names in Philosophy out of K&M.

| hope, re-read) that text, and the next class | give you a small quz
point in the e}

straight forward (i.e., one | think | have an answer to)
what | hope
think | have the answer to) version of the first question. As |

answer to the question I just asked would be. Then once (if) we

agreement on that question, the rest of the class would be devotg

of that and any ensuing questions.
you see, | think | have an answer. |
what it is: one to which | don't have the answer and one which |
you. Of course sometimes that I think of as a phony question tu
be more real than | had thought....

| call the first question a ‘pho

Yes, yes I'm

and all of this paper work collectively would make up 2/3 of oned it

the quizzes will remain, but all :of the rest of the writing will be ‘L :
lalis session.(Relax:

period, a couple of chapt

is a related but, at least to me, relatively not so strﬁi
colle¢
think would be a reasonable answer to that first question or ask JE ‘.

call the second question ‘real]

(well, you probably won't actually say them, but you might either
~while thinking
or, if you are slightty more |
our opinions and base maybe 1/3 of my grade (!) in a course thaj
subjective standard!?!” Both of the above questions seem to i
they are ‘real’. That
"~ merely phony ones, ones
%reat to pause here and have a discussion of Kerry
rainstorming, one of the first handouts | will be giving before wd
later, after you've gotten your feet wet. l
|

Philosophy is a funny discipline, it seems to have such difficulty 1

proponents have been asking virtually the same questions, or al
a philosop

taking such large steps forward, philosophy seems always mireq

and stuck with answering the same old charge? “Well, that's just jo
- 4 n their mother, for that

it strange that all of the other disciplines don't ever really want to I
, historically, is what she is. Note for exampl

or business, and isn't it funny that when they want to check their-p
are worth anything, it is to logic, a branch of philosophy or aesthE
ethics, all branches of philosophy, that they appeal? l
But what does this little discussion on Philosophy have to do

grade, specifically the charge that if | make 180 .
the grading must be somehow subjective (read “unfair’) and dep
with my opinion? Simply this: It's not the opinion in itself that cog

: “Oh great, a bullshitting class.” (‘1 cando that!” or i\
charitable, “Oh, it's an opinion class; bt Iy
fieed () onsucha
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not, Of course we will be arguing over just what constitutes a good €
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philosophy.
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| am sure that some of you right now want to say, “Yeah, but in the €
opinion that matters; he gives the grades,” or perhaps more charitatj
know, and we don't know the answers to those questions then ‘Who
would we even know the right answer if we ran across it, and HO ]
HE GRADE US?” Well, to those charges, and strong ones they ar¢
more at present than it is the job of anybody engaged in the philosap
avoid them, and | would ask your forbearance for a litle while; the littig
this: if in the end the only way answers can be checked is if somebo
correct one, then how does any new knowledge ever get into the
scientist ever discover anything that his or her professor hadn't alreac
(Of course such original work must then be checked to see if it is al
that is done is another topic of philosophy... .)

On the subject of attendance and missed due dates; When you sig
are signing up to be a member of a discussion, an on-going discuss
here every day to keep the discussion “on going”. The school stand
reluctantly abide, is two weeks of missed class sessions, 2/17ths of
discussion group is a single entity, a joint endeavor, and each abseny
your experience but everyone else’s. | cannot stress this point

i
i
|

discussion is Just that, missed; it cannot be made up, and it |
group when you are not carrying your own weight. We don't {

or can be virtually any time that | am not in class, and | expect to se¢
meeting. If | do see you then for a discussion | can give you at leastp
attendance though quizzes cannot be made up. | start counting atter]

meeting. If the 5th unameliorated miss occurs before the drop date

from the class; if it occurs after the drop date you will get an “F” if youta

yes, ki f your . 'm sorry but therg
(not even jury duty, family problems, medical emergencies, military §
problems, for example): We actually meet only 34 times counting
attendance is simply too much. So, guard your absences well! WI
office hours can be virtually any time that | am not in class, | would p}

in HE 54 (phone: 3274) during my normal hours, the hours precedirig
classes. | can be available at other times, and if your have missed g

>
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need to see me at another time; just ask. My home phone is 222-86

between 7 am and 7 pm. | have recording on both machines.

| hope that this somewhat odd format is not totally off-putting. | will
“‘information” in it at least twice orally during the first week. If you are
what is expected of you at the end of that time, please see me.

One last point about your grades; at the end of the semester | revi
your written work during the semester. Philosophy is, if nothing e
conversation, and if your thought on a subject develops over the
want to see evidence that it has done so; it is often only in the com
comments that | can see the quality of your thought. After the last
complete file: No, not just my grade book, your entire file. |look at
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moment see evidence, To this end, it is essential that | have a co
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Two final points to get us all off on the right foot:
i

Just last week a major researcher in Coliege Success, Dr. Shirley Bagi

to tell us what every tedcher intuitively knows already: that yet anothgt
lemester are

( this one at Kansas | think) has confirmed that Absences early intl

statistically 2-3 times more likely to coincide with failure or withdrawej
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