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Philosophy 1_Fall 2006 Syllabus 1
il

This syllabus is going to be a little different from most of the other ) 1‘
rset?d, perhaps because the study of Philosophy is a little different ffo |1
owi ‘

more particularly, whatever most interests you would go a long way ";;ﬁ:
the syllabus is as it is, but doing so here would, | think, be putting t E B¥
syllart:(ij are supposed, among other things, to introduce courses and r§
around. '

Yes, this syllabus will contain the usual information (thou?h perhaps}|
as it is important that the prospective student feel some familiar poir|
outset. But as it seems to me more important in an introduction to
what philosophy is all about and what this course will, in general, try
is to inform you about the nuts and bolts (i.e., how many papers tegtq
may have a small problem: what you may want, maybe even need
exactly what | want to tell you first, and what | want to tell you is not E

e
¥
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hear (‘why’ will become more obvious as you read). So...how to g : ed?

4
| could just “give the people what they want”, but | don’t think that -;;- 4

very accurate picture of the course, and some of you might go or iy
misconception, or | could just forge ahead and say what | want to reb3 |

you feel and, again, some of you might decide to go or stay based | ‘z ‘mi

s0....what to do? | think that | will do a bit of both. i

LA

Yes, there will be two texts you need to purchase for the course: Kl

Experience of Philosophy, 6th ed. and Sophie’s World by John Gaajeler.

have read the first assignment for the Thurs. Aug. 17 meeting.

that assignment will be. The course is only 18 weeks long (only 16 | [ I ta
gth of the books; we are obviously iibt
them both. You will have a lot of reading to do, but the choice as to viic

and finals) you have seen the len
for me a very hard one. I

At this point in the Syllabus | used to say :

i :
"The first reading we will discuss, however, is not a hard choics | Socratet

as Plato presents him in the Apology, can by almost gener ath
used as a standard bearer for, anc?lgntroduction to all of Philo “! }

E

Ted that an introduction to ‘So-crates’ can mark the beginning ol
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t3_/‘ou rhay have
other sfudies.

ng you how it is different from, but intimately related to, all of thdither disciplines and,

ard explaining why
it bef;:*g ti*ne?\%rse,

t the other way

in the ugual §mmat),

f referance at the

) you seg 4 little bit of

0 to get thate than it

adventure’. Please read the Apology (p.8-20) first, the Critg ‘;!f 0-22) secbnd and

S I

the Euthyphro (p.2-8 ) last but all of them for Thurs.; perhagl
order will become apparent as you read... .” '

This semester I've decided to do something different: in the past Ijve
book and its thematic approach; this semester | am going to try usi igih
set up the readings in an historical context. The first readin thereforg, i
Gaarder book and we will be alternating between the two books, ugirg
an introduction to provide a context in which to read the philosophefs i

own words in the K&M. [In the trade this would be known as ‘using thelseco
!

gbe. ;r)me] Gaarder novel) to contextualise the primary sources’ (i.e. a$ i
ok) . |
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fot the odd
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In previous semester long Phil 1 courses there were three 5-10 page fapers and each of
the ‘readings’ appeared on at least one quiz of which there would belafiproximately 12,
and there would be some (i.e. approx. 6-8) collected 1 page “homejs ;y;ﬁ assignments
and all of this paper work collectively would make up 2/3 of ones gratigll This semester ,
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the quizzes will remain, but all :of the rest of the writing will be irtthe forl l:‘ ajoumnal, 4

pages fjournalized’ (i.e. marked on my grade sheet) every other class|s#ision.(Relax:

they're small pages) o ‘i’! ; o

e T

But before | elaborate let me first say a little about what a typical class a|‘; it look like:
| assign a text for discussion for the next period, a couple of chaptersli 1!- Wérld or
a selection from one of the big names in Philosophy out of K&M. You d# .home, read (and,

| hope, re-read) that text, and the next class | give you a small quiz o jE ~'3“ e relatively
straight forward (i.e., one 1 think | have an answer to) point in the text. | iRy next try to ask
what | hope is a related but, at least to me, relatively not so straight fof " rd (i.e., one | don't
think | have the answer to) version of the first question. As | collect thel iz, | give what |
think would be a reasonable answer to that first question or ask you lat) inkag
answer to the question | just asked would be. Then once (if) we've gqtth

msome:
g?reement on that question, the rest of the class would be devoted to}s ijI- discussion
that and any ensuing questions. | call the first question a ‘phony’ qué Sfon because, don't
you see, | think | have an answer. | call the second question ‘real’ be i to me that
what it is: one to which | don't have the answer and one which | hope {- ,: plore along with
ou. Of course sometimes that | think of as a phony question turns o ut i \

plass discussion to
more real than | had thought.... L

| i i
Yes, yes I'm pretty sure of at least two things some of you are going tb By at this pojnt
(well, you probably won't actually say them, but you might either ‘wal ‘ -f@{l oose to lay low
. while thinking: “Oh great, a bulishitting class.” (“l can do that!” or “Who v@its to do that?”)
or, if you are slightly more charitable, “Oh, it's an opinion class: but ho ‘E cin he grade us on
our opinions and base maybe 1/3 of my grade (!) in a course that | negd I!: onsucha
subjective standard!?!I" Both of the above questions seem to me to ﬁ;-: ‘ii’l' od ones ... if
they are ‘real’. That s, if they are real, honest questions asking for infory ;‘ fon and not :
merely phony ones, ones to which the asker thinks the answer is ob o ‘?“§= it would be
%'eat to pause here and have a discussion of Kerry Walters’ On Bulls ﬁ Moand
rainstorming, one of the first handouts I will be giving before we go of. ib we'll do that
later, after you've gotten your feet wet. } ! '*
_ | ,
Philosophy is a funny discipline, it seems to have such difficufty makin d 3 i progress; its
proponents have been asking virtually the same questions, or at lez -M: attempt to have

a philosophical discussion seems to start out with the same basic que stigms, for at least
2600 years that we know of. It's odd that when the Arts and Science . f to be always
taking such large steps forward, philosophy seems always mired in th P ;;j:‘ e old questions
and stuck with answering the same old charge; “Well, that's just youropition.” And yet, isn't
it strange that all of the other disciplines don't ever really want to diso | their mother, for that
, historically, is what she is. Note for example that the highest degree ¢ :i‘- 'ded in any field is
a Ph.D,, that is, a doctor (D) of Philosophy (Ph), with only an emphasi g ilinath orin English
or business, and isn't it funny that when they want to check their own f fis to see if they
are worth anything; it is to logic, a branch of philosophy or aesthetics . #pistemology or
ethics, all branches of philosophy, that they appeal “ {l g
But what does this little discussion on Philosoph%l have to do with the doliputation of your
rade,agpeciﬁcally the charge that if | make 1/3 of your grade depend Of ;1: Ss participation
e grading must be somehow subjective (read “unfairg) and depende| tin your agreeing
with my opinion? Simply this: It's not the opinion in itself that counts sa il j c e quality
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[image: image3.png]of its defense and their connection, or non-connection, to each other & i

an opinion may be subjective; the quality or lack of quality of the defe

not, Of course we will be arguing over just what constitutes a good ev|

the whole ‘semester’ and that is to the good: to do so is to enter into tHeltk

philosophy.

I am sure that some of you right now want to say, “Yeah, butinthe e }' |

opinion that matters; he gives the grades,” or perhaps more charitably/
know, and we don't know the answers to those questions then ‘who’s fais

would we even know the right answer if we ran across it, and HOW I
HE GRADE US?” Well, to those charges, and strong ones they are if
more at present than it is the job of anybody enga?ed in the philosop

avoid them, and | would ask your forbearance for a little while; the littie |

this: if in the end the only way answers can be checked is if somebody :

correct one, then how does any new knowledge ever get into the wof

scientist ever discover anything that his or her professor hadn't alread }
(Of course such original work must then be checked to see if it is also ¢
that is done is another topic of philosophy... .) :

On the subject of attendance and missed due dates; When you sign | 4

|
|

are signing up to be a member of a discussion, an on-going discussio
here gvery day to keep the discussion “on going”. The school standa
reluctantly abide, is two weeks of missed class sessions, 2/17ths of t
discussion group is a single entity, a joint endeavor, and each absenc
your experience but everyone else’s. | cannot stress this point t
discussion is Just that, missed; It cannot be made up,anditis

group when you are not carrying your own welght. We don't hal/d

up on points you missed. And yet we have to. If you do miss a class
or can be virtually any time that | am not in class, and | expect to see
meeting. If | do see you then for a discussion | can give you at least p
attendance though quizzes cannot be made up. | start counting attend

meeting. If the Sth unameliorated miss occurs before the drop date, Yol wi
from the class; if it occurs after the drop date you will get an “F if you takd

yes, you must keep track of your own absences. 'm sorry but there
(not even jury duty, family problems, medical emergencies, military se
problems, for example): We actually meet only 34 times counting to
aftendance is simply too much. So, guard your absences well! Whil
office hours can be virtually any time that | am not in class, | would pre
in HE 54 (phone: 3274) during my normal hours, the hours preceding
classes. | can be available at other times, and if your have missed a
need to see me at another time; just ask. My home phone is 222-86
between 7 am and 7 pm. | have recording on both machines.

| hope that this Somewhat odd format is not totally off-putting. | will gi
‘information” in it at least twice orally during the first week. If you are in
what is expected of you at the end of that time, please see me.

One last point about your grades; at the end of the semester | review
your written work during the semester. Philosophy is, if nothi else,
conversation, and if your thought on a subject develops over the cou

want to see evidence that it has done so; it is often only in the compari$

comments that | can see the quality of your thought. After the last day
complete file: No, not just my grade book, your entire file. | look at all
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ngzes papers, homework ,(or in the case of this semester your qui ,
inal)] and come up with the highest grade | can justify, i.e., the- h|ghest o
moment see evidence, To this end, it is essential that | have a completd
words, (1) throw.out rothing, and (2) keep copies.) l i

Two final points to get us all off on the right foot;

Just last week a major researcher in College Success, Dr. Shirley Bag -!ml
to tell us what every teacher intuitively knows already: that yet anothe|
( this one at Kansas I think) has confirmed that Absences early in the S |

statistically 2-3 times more likely to oomade with failure or withdrawal th ' ;
:|

The first a33|gnment lh the Gaarder book due next Tuesday is tho :{ g

chapter labeled “Socrates”. Your first 4 page Journal entries for those|c
checked at that time also. The second assignment is that one in the 4}\ J
above. There will be a quiz on that reading on Thursday next week. Tofje
assignments should glve you a pretty good picture of what the class i
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